
MASON-DIXCHS TRAIL SYSTEM. Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER, October 2005 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, O c t o b e r 30 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday. O c t o b e r 30 

Work Party: M ^ t at the Wrightsvilie boat launch on Rte 624. We will work on the off road "Murfdiy Hollow" 
relocation. Equipment oeedsd: n^ocks, d i ^ n g bars, diain'saw, irmh catter, kffiers, paint srt-up. A l l woriurs 
should bring; wwk gloves, eye protecticm, lumdi and watar. 
Members Meeting: Mee* s t A e Hoe»|i«r rmdeaee. 

DirectioBs: From north: From Rt 30 - w e s t t x i a n d f n m Lancaster or M s t b o m d fnm Yerk: Get off at Wrightsvilie 
exit Head south to Wrightsvilie. At first light, tura left CHito Rt 462. At Wdge, bear left srad go undCT bridge onto Rl 624. 
Watch for large parking area on the leit by the riwa". 
From south and east: Crass the Nonnan Wood BrH%e on Rfe 372. Tarn ri^t, north, c o Jti 74; then turn right (HI Rte 425 
and follow it about 15 miles. At the 4-way mtHrse<*ion in Craley, turn right MJIO Rte 624. Twn left at the river and caotinue 
on Rte 624 about 4.5 miles to Wrightsvilie. Watdi fm large paikicg area 00 rigkl bg tiwt. 
Directions to Hoopers: Fram I te bosA launch area, felkiw Rt 614 aaA far akm/L 1 nule, Ikm tmu r%ht onto f m M 0he 
M-DT also turns right). Crass Kai^kts Vkw Rd mto Ttk^ d u r c h Rd. After I or,He k a n e M-DT ami tms i ^ f ci: Kltae 
Run Rd. Follow road until it does a hard right. Turn left. Naae is on mailbox. Follow d r i w c w n y to house, cottage, two barns 
and swimming pool. 



MASON-DIXON T R A I L S Y S T E M INC 

Director - Maytand Alan Rofand 

Director - Delaware Robert Bemiett 

Trail Coordinata :̂ 

Cctitral Section Pat Yale 

Eastern Section volunteer needed 

The M-DTS Newsletter is published about four 
weeks in advance of eadi of the ftxa: M-DTS 
members' meetings/work parties held aimually. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or email to edhor. 
(See address under secretary above). 

The Mas«i-Dixon Trail Syst«mi, Inc. is an all-
volunteer, service-oriented association of trml clubs 
and individual hikers that has as its purpose the use 
and conservation of the bacfccountr> through the 
development of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-mile Mason-
IXxoD Trail whidi (Hsses through historic and 
scenic airas of Peonsylvania, Maryland and 
Delaware. 

New members are welcome. To join send $15 
(whidi includes cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

Mason-DixoD Trail System, Inc 
Mary Bleecker 

Life membership is available for $250. 
Visit the M-DTS web site at: 

www.masondixontraii.org 

/t is hunting s e a s o n , wear orange in the woods. 
A recml Pennsylvania Game C<Hnmission regulation states that it is 

unlawful for non-hunters to be present on State Game Lands froi 
November IS through December 15 inclusive without wearing at least a 
fluorescent orange hat visible from 360 degrees. A vest or jacket of Saf^ 
Orange is recommended. 

Starting Octob«- 1, tho-e are many differait hunting activities going on in 
Pennsylvania. If you are out there, be aware. Wear blaze orange for 
safety. 

TRAIL UPDATES A N D ALERTS 
RELOCATION COMPLETED 

M-DT N o w Re-opened N o r t h o f A p o l l o Parte 
I t has taken 2% years and ov&r 1600 hours o f hard labor to build a 

2-niile relocation o f the M-DT high above the Susquelranna River 
between the rocky promontory south o f CufiTs Run and ApoUo County 
Park (Map 4: to East - Mile 7.6 to 9.7). The relocation 

j beCTme necessary diK to d i a i ^ in tend ownership. Ths trail had to be 
nMJTOd fiom rebtively l e ^ l laod high abow the river down onto the 
rocky slope. It was aear^ all side hifl work in very rocky terrain. 

Access at Peach Bottom 
For permission to Itike on tlie Mason-Dixon Trail th/vugh Peach 
Bottom Power Station lands, (Map 5: West to East, Mile 24.9 - 26.4~^ 
East to West, MUe 3.5 - 5.7) l$Uters must caU Peach Bottom Secutn, 
at 717/456-4212). (This is a new contact phone nrariber. The 
iirformation regarding phone number and person to contact included in 
the 2004 edition M-DTS maps is no tonger vahd). Hikers are 
reminded that they must stay on the traiL 

Trail Improvements Near Eastern Terminus of M - D T 
M-DT Map 10: West to East 

Mile 13.8 Watch few left turn off Cossart Rd into wooded area. Angle left, 
cross bridge over deq), muddy stream then soon cross a second 
shallow stream on rocks. Cross pcmd inlet on woodai bridge etc. 

14.9 Reach floodplain. Cross bridge over muddy ditch. Proceed to the 
banks of Brandywine Creek and follow it upstream. 

15.2 Turn left and head towards elevated walkway (175 ft Icmg) across 
swampy area. Cross walkway, then veer r i ^ and meander along 
game trails throu^ fields overgrown with vines, shrubs and 
stingjng n^le. Cross another short elevated walkway. Continue 
through fields towards railroad tracks. 

15.3 Climb up to RR tracks etc 
* * * * * 

N e w M a s o n - D i x o n T r a i l S y s t e m W e b s i t e 
We invite you to visit the new Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. website at 

www.masondixontrail.org. The web master isl 
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 14. 2005 M-DTS MEMBER'S MEETING 

The meeting took place in the York Hiking Club cabin near Otter Creek following the work party. Ttose 
present for the meeting and/cw work party were: pr^ident Anthony Belfigio, secretary Yvorme Blades and Ron 
Gray, Jim and Joyce Hoop«-, Tim Schmidt, Bill AnderstHi and Tom Moriey. Ths minutes of the May T, 2005 
M-DTS members'meeting were approved as circulated. 

Treasurer's Report (April 26 - July 27A)5) 
Income Expenses 

Memba-ship dues $200.00 April Newsletter $60.00 
Sale of map/guides 36.00 500 stamped envelopes 199.00 
Interest 0.96 Walkway supplies (Maaker) 956.42 

$239.96 Walkway " (H.BIades) 22.12 
liKxvpMation 91.20 
Does - Lowe- S u ^ Gmway 25.00 

$1353.74 
Beginning balatKe $4423.13 
Elding balance $3306.35 

T r a i Reports 
Eastern Section - Eastnn T O W ^ K at Chadds F<H4 toIVarvTviUe riMmMBiiiii i ClK^er & new Castk 

• Rick Maa-ker and hd^iers tmn^^^mCemty Frail Cfafc hem m^^^a^^^^ t ra i ms^memstA 
projects near the eastern termimis of tte M-DT: I ) a 15 foot section of elevated walkway tlrcNigh a wet area 
on the Brandywine floodplain, 2) a bridge acrcm the slippay ditch also on the fio«xlplain, 3) a 15 toot long 
bridge on a relocated secticm of trail nsax Cossart Rd Aat solves a voy difliciilt stream axssing prsAlon on 
the M-DT and 4) an, at gracfe, stream crossing uti l izi i^ rocks. 

• Yvonne Blades rqxsrtal tlat slw had recoitly dweked the elevated walkway built on tlie Brandywine 
floodplain at the May M-DTS woik party. It was, ctMnpleteiy ol^ured hy taH grasses and weeds including 
stinging nettle and roile-a-roinute. She pullei out aiough v^rtatioo to make hc«h a K k visible Iwit wodc with 
a weed whacksy is needed to clear the walkway and the rest of tire trail tl»«igh the floodplain. The 
landowner wil l not aUow use of hwbicide in the floodplain. 

• The management o f Elk Neck State F o r ^ is now under the Maryland Forestry Department. Our new 
contact at the forest will be Iĵ HBlK ̂ HHBilf ̂  ^ MCCC crew have been transferred from the 
Forest to Susqudianna State Park. 

• Tony Belfiglio will talk to the 2 homeowners in Whitaker Woodb who live cm either side of the M-DT 
alignment specified by the develqjer. 

• Tcmy will check on the current state of the proposed Principio Business Park that is undo- construction west 
of Whitaker Woods. There is to be a realignment of the M-DT thrcwgh the site. 

Central Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12 Coordinator: Pat Yale 
• Yvonne Blades would like an improved routing for the M-DT up the slqie from Stafford Rd after it crosses 

Dfcer Creek Bridge in Susquehanna State Park 
• There are no new developments about the parking situation at Muddy Creek (x tte proposed parking lot at 

the junction of Papermill Rd and Route 74. 

Western Section-Lock 12 to Western Terminus Coordinator: ROB Gray (717/244-8040) 
• «' Tim Schmidt reported that the climb up from Mil l Creek is overgrown. The honlocks have died so the area 

now gets more sun and thus more overgrowth. 
• Charles Albin Itas cleared the M-DT along Oakland Run. 
• At today's wcwk party south of Otter Creek, 200 feet of side hill trail construction was done along Furnace 

Run. An additional 40 feet of traD was pushed back from the stream bank 

3 



s» . 

• Also today, blazes were reireshed on the existing section and added on a relocated section of the M-DT 
betwem Rte 425 and Urey ovarlooL 

• Tom Morly has blazed a relocation between Kline Rd heading north and Rte 425. 
• There is trail erosion in the Gladfelter logging area. 
• Ron Gray reports that work is needed on the trail between Safe Harbor and Apollo Park * 
• Ron Gray has rd)uilt the climb at Cuffs Run 
• Jim McCoy has maintained his section between Cuffs Run and Greenbranch 
• Jim Ho(^)a- has maintained his section between Greenbranch and Fishing Creek Jim has weed wack«i the 

Devils Hole section and rq)orts that the ATV problem there has been stqjped. 
• Ron Gray reports tho-e has been a total of 882 hours of trail work done on the Pennsylvania portion of the 

M-DT since November 2,2004. 

Other Business 
Web Site: A motion was passed to authorize expenditiffe of up to $100 before the next meeting to establish 

the new M-DTS website (Hooper, Gray). Dwayne Shreve, who has done a v«y good job with tis Wiimingtcai 
Trail Club website, has agreed to s^ up the site for us. 

Incorporation: Jim Hooper has been n^aarching the incorpc^ation status of M-DTS. A c h a i ^ of address 
is necessary - the address at inccfpcsation was that of Dick Tobias, now de^^ed. Tlie new addre^ will be that 
of Jim Hooper - change of a^iress f&e $5. Nrtificaticm and a report are reqppnred every 10 years. Jim wil l submit 
a 10 year report along with llie fee of $70. 

Genera] MembmUp MeOimg aad Picsk: M-DTS Presideitf Tony Belfiglio suggests tlsit our sprite M -
DTS meeting take the fam of a g e n ^ membership meeting along with Wkes and a picnic. Possible locations: 
Susquehanna State Park, Conowingo. 

Trail Brochures: Ron Gray s u ^ ^ e d putting up boxes along the trail caataim^g special trail brochures 
about the need for heif^ for trail matntenance There was unanimxis stqqport fx the idea. Jim Hoopes will 
make the boxes; Ron Gray will work on the brochura. 

Next Work Party and Members' Meeting: Survday, October 30. We will work on a relocation of the M -
DT off-road into Murphy's Hollow south of Wrightsvilie. Wwk party to n»el at the Wr^ilsville boat laum^h at 
9:00 am. The members' me^ng will be at the Hoopar residm^e at 2:00 pm. 

* * * * * 

The WILMINGTON TRAIL CLUB 
Presents the 1 4 * HIKE ACROSS DELAWARE 

Prepare for the Challenge: Hate the Entne Width of Delaware 14.7 Miles 
Sunday, October 16,2005 

We will meet in Delaware City and board flie bus^ at 9KM) a.m. fxtmiptly, which will take us to the starting 
point at the Maryland State line near Chesapeake City. We wil l then hike along tlK north side of the C&D Canal 
to the Delaware River. The route lies mainly on land designated as the Canal Wildlife Zone. At the 8-mile 
checkpoint at St. Georges, refreshments will be available and provisions can be made to transport people back to 
their cars, i f necrasary. 

East of St. George, the route leavs the canal into the w<x>ds and circles around the Marim. Tlrai it retams 
to the canal towpath and C4CHitinues on toward historic Delaware City on Clirtoo S t i ^ . Thetres and steubbeiy 
sporting their fall foliage combiiMxl whh the (^pwtunity tor a close view o f boats, ships and barges using the 
waterway, make for a pleasant journey along the trail 

The entry fee is $15 f ^ WTC members and $ 17 for (KHimembers, which covers the cost of slujttle bus 
transportation, refreshments, and a patch for those who finish. 

Questions: For information and registration, c a l l ^ K a t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B b r email at 
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