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M-DTS MEMBER'S MEETING & WORK PARTY - 9:00 am, Sunday. May 8 

The member 's meet ing will t ake p l a c e first at 9:00 a m a t Dorsey Park (PA Fish 
Commission Boot Launch at end of Lay R o o d - s e e map) 

Trail work o n the Muddy C r e e k sect ion of the M-DTS will foOow of about 10:^ a m . 
Brir^ a trail lurw^h, work gkives orwl the opproprkrfe tools. Ttiere ore two posstbie projects: 

1) Establishing a hSskfe trail using moddodcs <x\ steep ascer t from river level necsr ttie 
mouth of Muddy Creek - ttiis is heavy duty work! Ron Gray wHi ^jppiy the moddocks. Ttus group wiH 
work from Cold CobinL 

2) Cieoring UowdcMTO and cutting bcKik giowtti 
Gaging Station bridge. CtKHn sow^ and sf rwig Ibocks needed pius those able to wieW cappers and 
loppers. 

Directions 
From north: come down P A Rt 74; 
atkout 2 miles south of PA Rt 372, at a 
stiarp bend to the right, leave Hi 74 by 
going straight on R^sermM Rd. Stay (m 
Popermill Rd for 3 or 4 mites until 
fuming left at intersectkxi with Lay Rd. 
Follow Lay Rd to ttie river and ttie F ish 
Commission Boot Launch parking lot. 

From south: take FH 1 about 1 mile 
south of Conowingo Power Ftont and 
turn right (north) on MD Fit 623. Stay 
on Rt 623 across Brood Creek mid 
cross into PA after crixHit 7 miles. 
Continue about 3 more miles into PA on 
the continuation of Rt 6 ^ (FBntville Rd) 
until stop sign of interseclkxi at Lay 
Rood. Turn right (east) on Lory Rd and 
go 2 miles to the river and ttie Fish 
Commission Boat Lnurx^h parking toft. 



$ 1994 M-DTS MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE $ 

A red mark on your address lobe! indicates tttot according to our records you hove not yet 
sid:>mitted your 1994 M-DIS membership dues. A membership dues form is included in this newsletter. We 
hope you will continue to support the Mason-Dixon Trail System. 

M-DTS Directory 

The new M-DTS directory is included in this nrraiiing. The directory includes alt members as of 
Decendier 3 1 , 1993. Those who have joined M-DTS sirrce January 1, 1994 ore listed in the New Meir iwr 
section on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Scout i¥p|ecf Y iek ls Foi» N e w Footbridges 

Bob Bennett submittKi ttas report: 
The revised route of ftie Mason-Dixon Troii through Newark. DekMNOie kxik a major step kuward tost 

summer with the construction oi tour tooibodges across feeder streoms into ttie Ctutstkia Creek m the section 
from Barksdolc Rood to ClHiirch Rood Lost spring, eaofs scout ooncfidote. Mcfaoel Ckvner, sought me out dl 
the suggestion of (Viework porks Director. A n Ht*, for a possftiie pfOfecf. Mte, Ins ftMtef, and I suneyed t i e 
trail section, identifying wtiere toolt)r(dges would prevent erosion and tocSiaie hidng. We then toured on area 
of the White Clay Creek Preserve wttere bridges of o contporable nolure were already in place. From there. 
Mike drew up plans, strfimmed his proposcri k* oppfOMoL cUained conUiuians horn Shkm's Lumber Company 
of supplies, and over several days of skilled, )x»d labor put in pksce three modes! S E m k x A i ^ ^ 
hondrailed bridge of considerably more complexity. Lending on occasional hand, iwhie ttie scouts under Mie's 
direction took charge, I wok^ied wftti odmiroticm as molenafe were gathered ol Wie site, meosurements taken, 
holes dug, adjoslments mode, and o sturdy. hQn«:teon?e structure was put in pVsoe. 

Since the b r i dge hove been buiR, numerous heovy rains resulting in freqi*ent Ikxxiing of the Ctirisfino 
downstream hove tested the engineering and durobftty of ftie bridges. Firnily enchored, they sfond today as 
they did the first day ttiey were iHiilt, Inviting hikers trDm Newark <Hid tieyond to eryyy this pteoswtt fcxrf route 
through o natural area cko^fy ctRilted by attractive sutxirbon housing. Tlie Mascm-Dixon Trail System 
memtiers at the Febfuory &h meeting oppfcjuded Mklioel's contrftjutksi and voted trnn on honorary nrnrtm, 
with maps and bodge, tor the coming year. 

Minutes of the February 6, 1994 M-DTS Members Meeting 

The meeting was held at the Conowingo Visitor Center on one of the few pleasant days omkist the 
winter storms. Those in attendance were; Rick Fv/loerker, Ron Gray, Jim Hooper, Warren and Vivian Dovies, 
Robert Bennett, John Thigpen, Mary Bleecker, John Wikls, Clair Piersol, Turner Darden, Corleton J. Pierce, 
Theo Lupien III, Wayne Pierce, Eugene Hamilton, Yvonne Blades and visitor Alison Willets of the Chester 
County Parks and Recreation Depariment. 

The minutes of the October 31 , 1993 members meeting were opproved as circutated. 
Rick Moerker provided a summary of the 1993 financial activity of M-DTS. The total assets of M-DTS, 

Inc. OS of 12/31/93 are $ 4 9 ^ , 1 9 of which $2677.49 is in CDs, The income in 1993 from d u ^ , donations, sale 
ot. map/guides and i n te r s ! earned was $ 2 ^ , 8 1 , The expenses fejr newsletters. odmmisfFatkjn. trail 
maintenance and contributions were $745.25, Expenses anticipated early in 1994 include tools and moterials 
needed for the construction of the bridge over Sawmill Run. 
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Trail Reports 
Eastern Section - Bob Bennett and John Wristen hove cleorred the route tor the M-DT relocation along 
Christina Creek through Christranstead and West Branch to Wedgewood Rd, They will be meeting with Susan 
LaPorte ot the Division of Porks ond Recreation, Dekswore. regarding a possit)le public right-of-way ak>ng 
Wedgewood Rd. Bob met with Nick K^cFadden, park nrranager of Carpenter Slate Potk, lo work out the route of 
the M-DT through the parte. McFodden will provkie 18 corsonite posts for M-DT bkjzes in the park. » 
• Four footbridges were built for the M-DT along the Christina by eagle scout candidate Mike Gamer A one 
year honorary M-DTS membership along with maps and patch were approved for Mike. 
• Turner Darden and John Wilds report that there is now a break in the frail south of the Iron Hill Museum. 
Work on a new development tias obliterated the trail and ttie area is impossatile due to mud When the 
dewtoper has roods in. Turner and John will kx)k for 0 possible route. 
• Yvonne Bkxles received o letter from the Maryland Forest Service regarding the M-DT blue blazes whkjh ore 
apparently being confused by hunters with the blue "NO TRESPASSING" boundary nrarkers that kindowners 
may use to mark their property boundary The letter stated that our blue bkizes in Elk Neck State Forest must 
be removed by May 1,1994! Green blazes were suggested as a r^locement. YvonrK! contacted CHff 
England, the ranger a? Elk Neck Sfcte Forest, Obout ttw posssiiilily ot o two ookir bkize rek»iiing tjlue as one of 
the rajkjrs. She was nott ied on Jan, 2&94 that the Forest Service wiH occep* o two cokir tikize, 2" x 6", fioH 
blue ond half white. Signs designating 'Moson-Oiwsn Troff would be heipM to identily ttie trail e s p e c i a l d 
rood cn3ssings, 
• The two log bridges on Ihe M-DT in Elk Neck Forest hmm been robuS by H i ^ Bk id^ . 
• Rick Maerker hiked ttie M-DT from Perryville to Hswroei^i Rd cmd reports ttwl ttiere is a nussmg tum ttloze 
onto the buried cable rijhf-of-way but c4tierwise of the btaztr^ is good. 

Central Section - Yvcfine Blades reported ttiat Rick S n ^ , ftie new mcmoger ai Rodcs/Susquetiwuio Stale 
parks, says work on the first stage of ttie Sustyjetnnno Greenwo^ - Conowingo to Skrffont Road - wM begkt In 
April. The greenwoy kMam t ie route oi file okt idtoood bed souCt from Conowingp and, kir Itie present, w l 
curve over to Flint forgeO«K1 t ieScAordFkiadbfk^rati^l l ianooridAiue to l i e O e e r C r e d k t n e ^ TheM-DT 
con continue to use titjc rweiside I r o i ond Iresllle.. 
• Ron Groy hiked ihe seciioni tmnti^ ot Broad Creek ami r^oods t w i o b toe is needed! "om top" near IReodh 
Bottom and major wcwk is needed 0 0 Mw±fy Cieeit. 
• Kay Way and Yvoni»3lo id^.GhedkBdoutt ienewFEOO|joc^ ad|aceni to l i e PA B s h 
Commission Boat Launch oreo oft River Rd. It is on afiroctive area; we need to renxiie tfie M-OT t f i r o u ^ «t. 

Western Section - Rem Gray reports itwi the trcM is OK to Sowndl Run. 
• Jane Sutter, a new ri^niier. wSjoin Mawy Lou SieinasinairitoiriertortoeOM^ 
Rd sectkjn 
• The permit for the Sawmill Run bridge has been approved. PP&L will provkle 6 toot lengths ot utility poles for 
the bridge piers. Ron will get treated wood at cost. Gravel till will be needed. The pier work will be done by o 
small work party organized by Ron. 
• PP&L would like a new trail built along Otter Creek 
• The Cuff's Run Pumped Storage Project is in limbo at present. 
• Jim Hooper reports that Green Branch creek changed course and washed out our trail leaving a cliff. Tliis will 
be 0 major job to fix and represents another break in the M-DT. 
• "Stop" signs on the road beiow the Accomac Inn indkxite there may be an access problem and a potentnl 
4-mile blockage in the trail. 
• Ron Gray has hiked a nk;e, potential retocation ot the M-DT through the SGL 242 thot would eliminate 4 miles 
ot rood walking. 
• Ron Gray has an eagle scout candktate tooking for a project. 

Nominating Committee 
Rori Gray, Turner Darden and John WikJs were appointed to act as a nominating committee and prepare a state 
of candidates for the next meeting. 

Trail Markers 
Trail markers or signs ore needed to identify the Mason-Dixon Trail especioHy of rood crossings. Rick wonts the 
signs to hove white letters on blue bockground with Mason-Dixon Trail in full. Some quotes for trail mart<ers 
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obtained by Rick and Yvonne were: 
- acrylic, 1/4 inch thfck. blue letters on white $3.14 eoch 
- "philon", fiberglass impregnated acrylic, 6/100 inch thick, 3" diameter with hole, blue - $2.50 each 
- baked enamel on aluminum, 3" x 3" with a hole. 3 blue letters on white S2.65 each 

All of these were considered too expensive. Another suggestion was stick-on type signs to be placed on 
txjrsonite posts or on short lengths of corsonite or aluminum nailed to trees. Ron Gray and Jon Thigpen Vflll 
k)ok into the costs * 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be heW May 8, 1994 at 9 00 am at Dorsey Park. Ttie meeting will be followed by work 
parties on ttie Moddy Creek section of the Mason-Dixon Trail, 

Susquet ianna Spring Wildfiower Hike a n d Litter C t e a n - u p 

Yvonne Blades SecKJ a 3-mrte wikJttower hike mvi 6tter decm-up on a stretch of the 
M-DT along the SusquetrioniKi Rh/er in Susquehonno State Park, iHorfofd Coutdy. MD. on Sunday Apii 17. 
1994. This orea is noted tor its speckiculw ^sririgtinie dispkiy 0̂  tihiebels arid Ttie M43T toSows 
ck>se to the river edgie ond is a poptrior spot tor fi^hemian ond ttH» becx)n»s ilteved wilh oins, bdUes, tood 
containers and tangled fishing ine. Mb^crf t t ieBter isanal - f ia tesecSonoffRdandr i i ferec^nearf i ie ino^ 
of Deer Creek Meet cd l i e far e n d of Deer Creek picnic oreo poridhg lot off S k A i i d M i l l S u s ^ 
State Park at 10 c m , Sunday, Apri 17. b ing knx^ , woAer OTKI woik gloves^ Trash tiogs wii be provkied. 

FoifcDwing luncfi. for ihose inleresfed, we wiG hflce anottier 3-mie loop ^Iter-free Ihis time) in fliis s c ^ i c 
park. 

New Members 

We webome the foltowtng new merrrtjers Who have [oined since JamMxy 1994: 

Gerald & Beth Meyers Pofricto A. O'Defl Codton J . Pierce 


