
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLEHER 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a .m. . Sunday , J u n e 15 
M-DTS MEMBERS MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, J u n e 15 

fm berth I h e work party a n d membere' meet ing, meet at ttie south e n d of the G a g i n g 
Station Bridge over Muddy C r e e k on Papermill R o a d . S e e m a p . 

T h e w o r k po r f y wi l l t ock le p ro jec ts o n tiie M u d d y C r e e k sec t i on of t h e M a s o n - D i x o n Tra i l 
i n c l ud ing : trai l r e a l i g n m e n t off e r o d i n g s t r e a m b o n k , c l ea r i ng b l o w d o w n s , cu t t i ng b a c k e n c r o o c h i n g 
g r o w t h a n d b laze t o u c h - u p . T h e r e is a l so n e e d for r ^ l o z i n g o n s o m e n e a r b y s e c t i o n s o f t h e t ra i l of 
R o b i n s o n R u n a n d P e a c h B o t t o m near A t o m R o a d -

For t h e w o r k par ty , b r i ng w o r k g l o v e s , l u n c h , wa te r a n d t h e app rop r i a t e t oo l s e g . c h o i n s o w , 
m a t t o c k s , l oppe rs , sma l l s o w s , p r u n i n g s h e a r s a i d pa in t se t -ups . 

Directions 
From north: come down PA RT 74 -
about 2 miles south of PA R» 372, 
at a sharp bend to the right, leave 
Rt 74 by going sfrraght on 
Papermill Rd. Cross Muddy Creek. 
Park at south end of bridge. 

From south: via PA Rt 74 heading 
north, turn right on Popennill Rd 
where Rt 74 turns sharply left 
about 1 mile after crossing Muddy 
Creek. Continue as above. 
From Rt 1 south of Conowingo 
Dam, turn right on MD 623, 
becomes Flintville Rd in PA. At 
intersection with PapermUt Rd, turn 
left to reach Gaging Station Bridge 
on fvluddy Creek. 



Paint-up for Spring 
Cal l ing all maintainers a n d trail volunteers. Some of ttie blazes on the Mason-Dixon 

Trail are rather tired looking, pa le , w a s h e d out, f lakey, grungy, and /or moss c o v e r e d . Now is 
ttie time for us to get out a n d freshen up the b lazes for spring. 

Minutes of the M a r c h 2, 1997 M-DTS Members Meeting 

The meeting was held in the Susquehanna Museom in Havre de Grace. Those in attendarx;e were: 
Michael Wright, Pot O'Dell, T im Schmidt, John Wilds, J im Hooper, Ron Gray, Turner Darden, Rick Maerker, 
Yvonne Blades, James Denny, Vivian and Warren Dovies, Clair Piersol, Mary Bleecker and guests, Ruth 
Golontino and Susan Osbom. Present for the work hike but not the meet ing were: Gerald Bulmosh and 
George Hobbs. 

The minutes of the November 14 ,1996 m e t i n g were of^roved a s ctrcukited. 

Financkd R^x>it 
Rick Maerker p r e ^ n t ^ o sumirwry of tt*e 1 ^ 6 Onansxil ocfivity of Moson-Drxon Trail Sys tem, inc. as 

well as a comparison with tt»e yeorty average of Ihe last 10 years . 
19M 1987-1996 tAvMooBl 

Income 
Dues/Oonato»s $2165.08 S1713.64 

(122 renew, W new) 
Sole of map/guJdes 432.00 372.48 
Sole as ooMies 220.00 74.00 
Interest 41.36 29.57 

TOTAL INCOME $2858.44 $2191.69 

Expenses 
Newsletter printing 224.88 338.87 

AdmtnislrcrfKan 352.55 306.12 
Patcties 372.00 118.04 
Guidebooks^lc^ 0.00 

372J64 Trail MointenOTice 249.92 199.% 
Capito! Expense 0.00 • 71.00 
Donations 60.00 63.30 

TOTAL E X P E N S E S $1259.35 

Opening balance in dtteckktg occount as of 1/1/96 $1101 
Income minus e x p e r s e s n 1996 4-1S99.09 
Transfer to CD 11/18/96 - 2000.00 
Ending balance in checking ocxami as of 12/31/96 S 700.12 

CD --30-montti @ 5.73%, due 2/12/98 2263.24 
CD - - 4-month e 5.1%, due 3/8/97 773.37 
CD - - 1 -month © 4.51%. due 1/17/97 5961.98 

Total assets of M-DTS, Inc. as of 12/31/96 $9698.71 

Trail Reports 
Western Section - Western Terminus to MiN Creek Coorcfinalor Ron Gray 

• Ron Gray and Jim Hoqper have ct iecked several sect ions recently cs^i cut b lowdowns. Tt iey noted Q general 
need tor a refreshing of Wozes atong tt ie trail. 
• Ron has a possible new rrxjintoiner for the Accomoc to Route 30 sectron 
• Editor's note - The editor plus spouse hiked the ctxj i lenging, 12-mile, Fishing Creek to Otter Creek sect ion 
April 13th. The trail was in good shape and the wrldflower display stunning. 



C e n t r a l Sec t ion - Mi l ! C r e e k to Hav re d e G r a c e Coo rd i na to r : Pat O Dell 
• At iosf report, the electric fence on the C la rk p rope r t y , nor th of C o n o w i n g o {Map #6. Mile 10.8 - 11.2. 
West to East) no longer crossed the trail. 
• At today's work party, a hard working crew cleared most of the 3/4 mile relocation for the M-DT a\e d e 
G r a c e (see separate account) • 

Eastern Sectk>n - Perryville to Eastern Terminus Coordinator: Turner Darden 
• Herb and Yvonne Blades have scouted and cleared a new trail in Elk N e c k State Forest to replace 1.3 miles 
of road walking. The new,1-mile route, winds through oak and pine woods, crosses several small streams and 
passes by two pine plantations. It is now marked with survey tope but will be t>la2ed after spring tf iow. Yvonne 
reports that horse use on soggy trails has caused considerable damage to tt ie M-DT in the Forest. 
• Turner Darden and Ed Yalisove hove hod to moke yet another relocation in ttie section between D e i a n c y 
Rood a n d G r a y s Hill near Elkton. Permission previousty granted tor ttie troil ftirough a dev^opment has now 
been withdrawn. 
• The trail under the Amtrak br idge, o n Chridi iKi C r e e k , has been eroded by itie creek thus one has to 
wade through water or cross the high-speed Amfrok lir%s. A solution is needed for Itvs probi^rt. 
• Warren Dovies reported ihcA the M-DT a long W h i e C l a y C r e e k in Pefawwjm tuve to be rekxxried away 
f rom the eroding s t ream tiortlr.. F o r f m l qppmvc i for ttse reioccslion by the oppmosMkie s i c i e osylhorits^ ^ 
required. 

N e w M a p / G u k i e s 
The new map/guktes will consist of 10 mops, 8.5 x 20 imhes, with the map on one side and the frail 

guide on the reverse. Rk;k Maerker has prepared the text - the final pririt is snxill but reodaWe. Yvonne 
Blades is wori<ing on the maps. The initial source mops will be scanned by the printer (BIyler of Lebanon) and 
provided on CD-ROM. Yvonne will create overlays showing the trail and other pertinent information. This 
putput, on CD-ROM, will go bock to BIyler for printing. 

It was decided to print the maps on 4.5 Hopsyn, a waterproof, tear-proof material. The cost for printing 
750 map/guides will be at)Out $7000. Each mop set will be enclosed in a p k ^ i c bog, preferably with a hole at 
the top for easier display by retailers. The mop set will include a blue folder, CB at present, with a n index to the 
mops and the disclaimer. 

Other Business 
• Dick Tobias, the editor of Pennsylvania Hiking Trails, has asked for an update of the Mason-Dixon Trail 
information for the next edition. We will include the treasurer's address but no phone number. The price of the 
new M-DT mop/guide ties not yet been determined so can not be included. 
• Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. was the beneficiary of an event held by Shanks More, a store specializing in 
hiking equipment and clothing, to celebrate the opening of their store at a new location in Long Level. The 
event, a "Moonlight Snowshoe Hike" was held in January. Over one hundred people signed up. A check for 
$425 was presented to Ron Gray for M-DTS. The secretary has sent a letter of thanks to M H U B H l ^ 
l^mimilPHlf the owners of Shanks More. Ron Gray pointed out that t t ie M-DT goes by the front door of 
the new store and the owners ore planning to sell ice cream! 
• Election of OfficJers: The term of office for the present officiers of M-DTS expires December 3 1 , 1997. A 
nominating committee was appointed consisting of Turner Darden, choir, Michael Wright and James Denny to 
present a slate of candidates at the next meeting for election tor the 3-year period January 1,1998 to 
December 3 1 , 2000. 

Next Meeting 
J u n e 15, 1997- at Muddy C r e e k . The work party will meet at 9:00 am to work on the M-DT along 

luddy Creek. The members ' meeting will follow at 2:00 pm. 



W o r k i n g o n t he Ra i l road a t Hav re d e G r a c e 
A very successful workparty was heid on March 2, 1997. This was a jo in! project of M-DTS and the 

Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenwoy. The object was to clear about 3,'4 miles of abandoned railroad bed 
for a relocation of the M-DT and a route for the Greenwoy north of Havre de Grace. The railroad bed was 
heavily overgrown with briars, brush, small trees, vines etc. and many blowdowns obstructed the wo^. A 
txind-working crew of 28 tackled the job including: 12 M-DTS members, 4 Greenwoy volunteers and o team of 
12 young people f rom AmeriCorps. 

It was a wamn, muggy day with threatening rain. The chorus of frogs was almost deafening. A beaver 
temporari ly vacated his lodge as we worked nearby. W e cl ipped and sowed and hacked and pulled and finally 
c leared a path through the "jungle". And then we were treated to hofdogs, sodas and cookies courtesy of Joe 
Kirctiendorfer, a counci l member f rom Havre de Grace. 

The members ' meeting was held in the Susquehanna Museom, a former lock house on the 
Susquefxsnrx} and Tidewater Canal. I f l Q j l j j ^ H ^ c u r o t o r of the Museam, gave us a tour and demonstrated 
t t ie FMvot bridge at the restored lock nearby. 

M-DT PreskJenf H i s fhe Tiaf] A ^ i n 
Our intrepid president, mckmoeiker, is on ttie liail a ^ i n . TTiis lime, it is tfte Apfxjkichkin Trai l . FBck 

and ̂ PHHÎ "̂  ^fi^st C h e ^ e r T r a i i Club are throu^hik ing ttie AT. They began at Springer Mountain in 
Georgjo on March 29th. Reports intScate t t i ^ ore d o ^ very well and eaqied to readh Domoscos, V^r^rao (x% 
April 30th. Target dote for complefion of the ent ire AT is ttie rnkktie of A u g i ^ . Happy T r c ^ - Rk;k and Sam? 

New Membecs 
W e welcome t t ^ tdk^ms:ig new men^secs •m/ha ha««e jiovied y - D T S si i^i i^ Jamsacf 1997: 

Howard Bernd 

Jerry Brown 

Lamt HocfceriifaenTy 

Mlc^seiie Suirwcai 

Jeff Caldwell Joseph A. ThofftpsoCT. Jr. Tammy Wetzef 

James & Stiaron Denny 

R. R o n a l d G ray 

i n j l l . n l H i l u n ! l u l l u n ! l i l ! a u . l , i n . l l ! n i i l i l H i u l . l 


