
M A S O N - D I X O N T R A I L S Y S T E M , I n c . 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER September 2002 

Updated relocations insert for M-DT map sets enclosed. 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, November 10 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m.. Sunday. November 10 

Work Party: Me«t at the mem poBrluiic ApoBo Park. 
We wi l l coittaaewadLtoimpKywetletiail&fiMi^A^^ 

cknvos to be cleared, bncdk dbariii^ cfipfnog and b l » p o U i s . Btp^pnerit OBided: tiMltoiA:^ dhggmg bars, dhaa 
^ w , small saws, Iqfqjss, fHooit sdC-qp. All vnxlaefsdofiUbrirqs: w o f f c j ^ ^ ^ 

Members Meeting: McctatYflrt^Hilaii8C]i*ca*H«aBMle42Sacv41IU^ 

Directions: From north: From PA Rtc 74 cast of Red Lion tniB left on Bwrfcholder Rd to connect to Rte 425 at New 
Bridgeville. Go south oa Rte 425 about Ifai% and a h^sdes. T v a left on Bmtl's Rd aed faOow it to die ne^ psskiiig area 
forApoUoPark "^o xsadk^^KAmaa^dahc*m,omta^ QAmi is <m Ae left oa I te 
descent to Otter C r e ^ 

From sooth and ea^:. Cross the Nnma Wood bridge on Rte 372. Tinea t i ^ aotfli, on Rte 74 to aear Atrviile; tan l i ^ 
on Rte 425 and follow it aboat 5 oiyes to Olter Oeck. TheYcfklfikiBgdUjcaJbiBtsabaitf Kadeb^iadlliebddgemt]^ 
right si(te of the road. To leach Apcrfk) Paik, cwttiiiue iwrth on Rixite 425 aboii« 3 ndes aad YiSOxm 
it to the new paiking area. 



MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM INC 

President J'm 

Vice President Jim Deimy 

8ecri^ai> & New^ettier Editor.... Yvrame Blades 

Director - Pramsylvania Timctiiy SchnitM 

Director-Delaware. JBahertBaawat 

Trail Coordinators: 
Western Section. Ron Gray 

CentraJ Section -Pa Wtil 

Eastern Section volunteer neeifed 

The M-DTS Newsletter is piMidKd about fixir 
weeks in advance of each of U K fiwr M-DfTS 
members' meetings/work parties beJd annually. 
SubmissiOTS are welcomed. Mail cr caiuil to afitor. 
(See addr^ under secretary abowe> 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. is m sO-
volunteer, service-oriented assoc^dion t£ trail ctoiis 
and individual hikers that has as its pupose die use 
and conservation of the backcoaliy ftnmglb ^ 
devekfinKnt new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The BiKtetB df MCXTS is the t90-mi]e Mason-
Dixmi Trail which passes throng Mstofic and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Delaware. 

New members are welcome. To join said $15 
(which includes cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

Masmi-Dixon Trail Systesi, lac 
Maiy Bleccker 

JbexeaSer, the annual fee is $5. 
Life membership is available for $250. 

Yisjt the M-DTS website at 

NOnCE 
All non hunters are now required to wear fluorescent mange on PA State 

Game Lands between November 15 and December 15 (except Sundays) 

TRAIL MAINTAINER NEEDED 
One OF two voliiiiteers are needed to tnaittfain tile M-DT fVom the east 

gate of Elk Nedc State Forest at C ^ i l Co, M D to the top of Iron HiH in 
Delaware (Map 8: West to E i ^ : MBe MtoT^.O; 
MQeCOtoS.^. 

Please coirtact Yv«iiie Blades 
for inore mfbrination or to vduiiteer 

TRAIL RELOCATION AND RESTRICTIONS DUE TO 
SECURITY CONCERNS 

1) Jtdnatim ttt Cmanmyk i l — gfcy West to Eart; H i e M -10.2). 

iJiuiiiivpidliiL GHn« kftsposRsakoBseaHlimCBrtoNv ( i ^ t oo 
SburesviHe Rd and left lA Stsmss laming Rd to readi FisiiramaD's Park by 
the river. The relocation has beeii maiked widi bite blazes. 

2) RcslrieliMs m Fleadi M t o a ana - iwtwcea Uif MA wmA MmA 8d 
(Map 5: West to Eaol: i S t 249 - I H r 2M)L l lusB wiAii^ 
aiea aaast ca i afaad to Haa S-5 inn wedol^, ar 717/456^ 
stabetiaK]f«M«iflbe4ievBaad4Ba^eBteaBdBanBcfi^^ fBoefs 
aant i is iy idwto ID and x n ^ W 3*ffcd bj'anned gn 

ADIMTK3NAL TRAM-ALBTTS {Cecii County, MD) 
M-DT j t t ^ i m y Credc (Map 7: West to Mile 9.2) A metal g<tfe has 
been placed across the tdqihaae cabfe r ^ of way d i ^ die M-DT foikws 
t h n » ^ d i i s a r r a Tlteg^kcnAewestsadeoftheaedcaiidAeROW 
t b ^ has beccine o^i^romn wiA bianMes. Tooy Bei^io and Yvome 
Blades, who were checkmg the area, walked around the brambles and the gate 
to cro^ the credc and contmue on tiie trail. They beheve the ipte was placed 
tokeqpOHtATVs. 

TowriMMse devek^Hnent near Nwtk East Creek (Map 7 rdocatimu 
West to East: M i k 10.6 to l&S) TTie M-DT fottows the cable ROW 
tiiroug^ the conpkted parts this devekptneat - a roiite fer the trad was 
included m the plans. Excavations are wArway ftjr ^ last stage of the 
de^kf>ment - near^ to North Ea^ Credc At tfiis time k is not envious 
where the trail will be routed so hikers should just make thdr way (town 
towards the oedc S IK I pick up t l i^ trait again as it heads downstream along the 
credc. 

Access to woods near Elkton (Map 8: East to West: Mile 2.1) The rcnite 
for the M-DT firom Contioer^l X>i irtto the wcxsds has been oit off by new 
hcxm devdopmeot. A i^w njote will be developed fiwn the pond on 
Melboume Boulevard. 

Please report any changes or corrections to be made to the maps or tei 
for the next edition of M-DT maps to Yvonne Blades. See left column 
for address or email. 
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 18, 2002 MEMBERS' MEETING 

The meeting took place at the York Hiking Club cabin at Otter Creek foikrwing the work party at Apollo 
Park. Those present were presidait Jim Hooper, secraary Yvonne Blades, treasurer Mary Bleecker an^ Ron 
Gray, Joyce Miller, Duane Hyson, Neal Watson, Harold Paley, Dave Linthicum, Charhe Ametrt, and Charles 
Albin. Anthony Belfiglio and Ridiard Winemiller were presort for the work patty. 

The minirtes of the June 9,2002 mranbers' meeting were approved as circulated (Gray, Hyson). 

Treasurer's Report 
Mary Bleecter presorted tfie treasurer's rqioit vMch covered the period from June 8 to August 18,2002. 

The income was $160 00 from membership dues, $105.00 from sale of map/guides, $29.00 bom sale of patches 
and $2.00 interest for a tc*al of $296,00. Expaises were $42,34 for the purchase of two digging bars and 
$152.98 for printing wd pelage of the July 2002 M-DTS Nev^tetter for a total of $195.32. The l^lance m the 
dieddng account as <rf Ai^iist 18, 2002 is $4792.44. Theie were tiarw new raanbrn since June 8, 2062 - Joto 
Eppinger, David M<diue and Jdn Sharp. 

Ron Gray moved, secmded by Duane Bysm tfnt M-DTS dante S2S ts Ae Cenird Peaos^lKnia 
Conservancy for the Bhie Moumain Ea^ Prcjert for land aoqoiatiaa kt DanphiB Craaity, PA Carrwd The 
Darlingtffli Trail pas»s (farou^ tibe 79 acre tract to be ac^oiied. 

Western Section - Western TerauBas at Whisbqr Springs to Lock 12 
Rett Cinif iflHJlBllfefljBflBIHHB^ 

• Rem Gray r ^ x x t e d t h a t ^ ^ o s t M - ^ n ^ ^ ^ o ^ ^ ItisiB 
the area of the Lakeside Overlook picnic area. Ren has talked to the park superintendent atKf has r»:eived 
permissiai for M-DTS to include the parte trails on the next editicm of M-DT maps. The park is surveying 
trails using GPS and die kfixmalioa wiU be fsmtied to on a CD. The paA is cansdenog ^ieaag a 
pcmtooo bridge above I t e dam whkJi wndd pfovafe a 

• Jim Hooper has weed wfackrf his s ^ k n beCwwici Fidbag Credc aad Graodhoach md lamorod somg Mow 
downs. 

• At today's work party in Apc41o Park, the work crew made g r ^ progress in improvng the very rocky 
sections of the trail. more work party tli^eslioukifitihii the prefect. 

• Ron Gray r^orted that the dimb to U n ^ O^^kxjk ^ i^eds wwk. The l a i l k ^ at U r ^ Ovt^took Irave been 
repaired. 

• Rem Gray and Richard Wiiranailler have cleared bkrw dom^ on tte M-DT, aral on the bypass imie fix ea^ 
nesting season, between Oakland Run and Bohwood Dam. Ron has r»^ved penm^ion ftasi the Gaoie 
CcHmnission to (kmn 'Trail Closed" s^is on tli^ M-DT on Augu^ 1, after die eagles have fledged. 

• Charles Albin has vcdunteered to maintain a %ctkn between Samoill Rim and Lode 12. He will kt Ron 
know which sectkn he will lode aits'. 

Central Section - Lodi 12 to Havre de Grace CoardMtor: P a t W ^ 
• Duane Hyson will maoataffi the M-DT along the v^^pa sectkn of Modify Creek. Paul Sz^mary maiitfaBis 

the lower section. 
• A Pennsylvania hikmg group rq>orted a "good e3q>mence" at PeadiBadicra The groop had called as 

is now required to hike m that area and they al! carried photo ID. They vn&e Sbapped by the National Goard 
, and had to show Iheir ID. '*But after all was clear guards vrete real fneo^, we lock their picture, and we 

• got the sermon on ticks, snakes, safety, and the phone number in the guard house in die eviait o f an emeigaicy 
OTi the trail" 
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Eastern Section -Perryville to Eastern Terminus at Chadds Ford Coordinatora; Cecil Co. - Tony Belfiglio 
ClKster & Newcastle Co. - Yvonne 

iuck Baker of the Cheaer County Trail Club has rqjorted numerous pr<rt)I©ns on the M-DT between 
Perryville and North East in Cecil County, Maryland - overgrowth, lack of blazes, fence across the trail, new 
develqjmaits. New nwnber, John Sharp has expressed concerns about atxess to the trail near Grays Hill in 
the Elktcn area. Yvtmne Blades said she will gettc^^er with Tony Belfiglio to lode at the p r o b l ^ areas and 
will also dieck with the Cedl County Planning Office about new develcipments inq)acting die trail. Yvonne 
believes the 3-mile seetkm of trail along the active railway line with a trestle brtw^iai Perryville and Belvedere 
Road is best left with limited blazing and obscure access to discourage casual hikers. 
Ed Yahsove has resigned as the M-DT maintains b^ween Old EQc Neck Road near Elkton, MD and Iron 
HiII Park soudi of Newaik, DE. We thank him for his efioTts over the years. 

Other] 
Trail Relocirtions Imtrt - Yvome Kades has piqiared an iqidated traii rdoc^ions i o s ^ the present 

M-DTfl tu^^. AcqpywiUbeindudedwitfatfaen^stM-DTShfewsleaiar. 
New M-DT Mapt - Yvonne still needs accuiaiB trail ddaieatian, pieSsaMy GPS 6aU, for Giffixd 

Pindiot State Park, the M-DT route fitxn Greentmncfa down to Lode 12, on Peavine MasA, akiog Mudify Credc 
at Gaging Statioi B r i d ^ to Biak Rd, and tiie off jcad seOioD near EDcton. 

Next Meetii« - nenKohes 10, 2002. Meet at 9:00 an at Apdb ¥aA fir the wok pvty Tie 
members' meeting wiH be hdd at 2.1X1 fan at Ycric Hiaag CMb cakm mas OOa Cjedk 

• * • ft * 
From the Archives 

Note: The foiktwing article K Kpxwtsd fiom Keystone Trails Associatian l«lew:^etter, Wmter 1986 

MASON DIXON T R A I L S Y S T E M DEDICATION 
Tenyearsisakx^timtowakftranideatocoBelDfiai tkBi. Moat of «s bck the patieace to pcrscwMC 

over such an extoided pokid. FcHtunateiy the Mason-Dixon Trail S y ^ ^ (M-DTS) is blesed with people who 
have dogged d^ermmation in abundance, and t h ^ couanitment paid cS on October 27, 1985 VASBA fim M-DT^ 
was formally dechcated. 

This major new h ik i i^ trail, (swt 200 m i l ^ in ki^jfa, was fin^ concaved toi years ago hiker Bd? 
Yost was recovering frran a heart attack. With plenty of free time ftjr t h o u ^ and reflection. Bob used it not to 
brood on his infirmity, but radier to plan ahead for his return to hiking. It occurred to him during this period that 
A might well be possible to hnk the Horseshoe Trail (H-ST) with the Appalaciiian Trail (AT) by a scxidiem 
route. (The western end of the H-ST already joined the AT in St. Anthcny's Wilcfemess.) 

Bob's idea was to dsvslap a trail that would depart from the H-ST near its eastera end, proceed south into 
Delaware, bear southwest into Maryland, cross the Su^uehanna River at Riwte 40, and head north back into 
Pennsylvania along the west side of the River, eventually joining die AT at Whiskey Spring, Y o ^ b^an 
discussing his plan with fellow hikers, and eventually as his contagicws enthusiasm ^read, the Mason-Dixon 
Trail System was incoiporated and about all of the tedious work that a prefect sudi as this invdves. 

Permission had to be negotiated with several landowners (including the Pennsylvania Game Ccmmission, 
Pams^vania Power and Light Co., Glatfelter Pu^wood Co., and the Maryland Park Service), an abandoned 
raih-oad bridge in Maryland had to be refurbished, OKmbers and workers had to be recruited, and (not least) 
money had to be raised. 

Eventually it was all accomplished and on a Sunday afternoon in Oct<^>er sorod 100 peqple drank a toast 
ia local wine to die ribbon cutting that marked the official cq)ening of the Mason-Dix<» Trail System. 

Over the years many people have playwl key roles in this mcmumaital project Among th«n (in addition 
to Bob Yost) are Dick Tobias, Pat Boyle, Ron Gray, and Tumer Dantai. Jotai Mott of Downingtown, who was 
the most recent treasurer of the M-DTS, died two weeks before the dedication. Special note was made of his 
services. 
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2002 FINANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 

OPENING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 1/1/02 

INCOME 

Maps/Guides (-42 sold) 
Patches 
Interest 
TOTAL INCOME 

S2853.71 

Dues/Donations (126 "old": 33 'new") S2282.00 
S462 00 

543,00 
SIC,94 

S2797.94 

EXPENSES 
Administration 
1/25/02 (200 stamped envelopes) 
1/30/02 (newsletter) 
1/22A)2 (Bleecker—stamps & phone) 
3/13i02 (Blades—stamps, paint, phone) 
4/C/-Q2 pfades—brusnes. copying) 
5125/02 (newsletter) 

RSi®2 KmiffiSKSlleittsrJ 
8i!2iIWZ ^abian- rental!* 
^Bt2iti2 frnewstetteir * pffl«Ea§e| 

Sub-TotaK 
Trail Maintenance 
6f16,>'02 (Gray—digging bar) 
8/20/02 (Gray—lamination) 
11/30/02 (6 power grip loppers) 

Sub-Total 
Oonatior>s/Dues 
KTADues 
Central PA Conservancy 

Sub.-Tolal 

S84.00 
$55.75 
S38.20 
S24,S5 
S24.25 

SI 53 29 

stm.m 
S5-TO 

S42.34 
39.54 

S46.4S 

$25.00 
S25.C0 

TOTAL E X P E N S E S 

ENDING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 1Z'31/tK 

CD — 30-month <8 6.06%, due 2/12/03 
CD — 24-month @ 6.81%. due 6/22/04 
CD ~ 6-momh e 1.99%. due 4.'26/03 

SS34.S6 

S98 34 

S5G.C0 

S983.20 

S4668.45 

S3026.19; 
S4207.55 
S3302 48 

TOTAL A S S E T S OF M-DTS, INC. AS OF 12/31/02 SI 5204.67] 


