
M A S O S - E » X ( ^ T R A I L S Y S T E M , I n c . 

M - D T S N E W S L E T T E R February, 2004 

M-DT WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, March 28 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, March 28 

W o r k Party: Meet in parking area by the maintenance bnikling just inside and to tfce teft of tfce entrance to E lk Neck 
State Forest on Irishtown Road e ^ t o f the town o f Nortb East, M D . 

We wil l work on a rakeaks! o f M - D T ansasi i ^ hsaxssr j w o l t e arcs as E2k Niark S a c FoiesL The lasycr 
project is building a 15 tiMkmgbnd^ WewiH h a v e i B e d f a ' i g B t a t ^ l o l i a n s p a i t t t e r a i e ^ ^ 
the work site. There wi l l also be teaM cleari i^ aad mattock wtsk needed Blazes on tte e i ^ ndes e f the M-DT m the forest 
need refreshing (M-DT yasaes in EMSF are bhie and «Me)L Eqinpoeal needed: contractian torfs, loppors. drain saw, 
mattock, small saw, paint set-ups (Mue, white and a brown-out pairt). AH workers should bring: work ^oves, eye 
protection, lunch and water. 

Members Meeting: We w i l l assentde in tbe ^ i k i ^ a r « i as above at 1:SB pni ami d r ive tn an s^ppnfsmtm iecatim. 

Directions: The town o f North East is in Cecil County, Maryland and CTH be easify accessed from 1-95 or US Route 40. 
- Exit to the south on M D Rle 272. 1.3 mifcs south o f Rle 40, t tan left on Irisbtown Road. Procetri 1.7 miles to the entrance 

o Elk Neck State Forest oa the 1 ^ 



MASON-DIXON T R A I L S Y S T E M INC 

President Anthony Belfidio 

Vice President Jim Hooper 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor...Yvonne Blades 

DireciBK- - Mjuyiand Alan Roland 

Direaor - Delaware. R o t o Bkmmm 

Trail Gaordinaiors: 
Western Section Ron Grav 

Central Seaion P M \ a l ^ ^ 

Eastern Seaion volunteer needot 

Tlie M-DTS Newsletter is published about tour 
weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTS 
members' meetings/work parties held annually. 
Submissions arc welcomed. Mail or email to editor. 
(See address under secretary above). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. is an all-
voiunteo-. service-oriented association of trail dubs 
and individual hikers that has as its purpose the use 
and ccmservation of the backcountry throu^ the 
develt̂ mient of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-miie Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes through historic and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvania, Marvland and 
Delaware. 

New members are welccmie. To join send $15 
(whidi includes cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

MasoB-Dixon Trail System, Imt 
Mary Bleecker 

Thereaner, ttje annuaffee is I 
Life membership is available for S250. 
******»»•»*******»*******»***»*»**»»* 

Vish the M-DTS web site at: 

Your 2004 M-D TS membership dues are now due. We hope you 
will continue to support the Mason-Dixon Trait An addressed 

return envelope is enclosedfor your convenience. 

T R A I L U P D A T E S A N D ALERTS 

dean-ap after Harncaae Isabel: Rem Gray, Jim Hocfier, Dave Linthicum 
and otha^ M-DT membws have done a tremoidous job o f clearing t te Mason-
Dixon Trail o f blow downs and debris after the damaging winds o f Isabel. 

Park staff and volunt^rs have cleared the trails (including the M - D T ) in 
Susquehanna State Park in Marv-larri and White Clay Creek State Park & 
Preserve in Delaware and Pennsylvania. 

T r a l dimti BHrtb «f A p e l o F^rfc The trail fe s t i l b f a i a i bSween the 
rock* promontory south o f Cuff"s Run and ApoUo County Park. (Map 4: 
West to East - Mi le 7,6 to 9.7). About I mile o f new trail construction is 
stiU needed lo coofifete tbe relocation. 

hnigt has bees poSbeA as ÎMo Pmd^sa^ aad parted cars hmc been towed 
away. ( M s p ^ Wes l : lBEart , lHie lX3 )L 

Trafl flooded in E lk Neck Slate Fwrast: H i ^ vrater ieveis plus beavo^ 
activity have necessitated a l e i ^ b y detour marked with blue ribbons. (Map 
8: E M * to Wra t - Mile 10.1). TWs is the site o f the trail relocation anH-
b r i d ^ OKJStruction project planned lor the March 28 M - D T work party. 

Also at Elk Neck State Forest, the eaitlKn dam the M - D T traverses, by 
Plum P O K L was breached d r a i i ^ an eaiii«T stcHin and there is now a steq) 
sided chasm following Isobd (Map %% E ^ t to West - M i l e 1 1 . 1 ) . A route 
around the break has been flagged with blue ribbon. 

Notice to Hikers and Backpackers on RN-DT 
Respect private land. Do not leave the trail or camp along sections of the 

M - D T that pass through private land. I n State Feasts and State Parks, camp 
only in designated camping areas. 

* * * * * 
Brandywine Trail End to End Hike 

The Wihnington Trail Club's 2004 Brandywine Trail End-to-End Hike wi l l 
be held on Apr i l 3. Warm up hikes on March 20 and 27 wiU enable interested 
hikers to familiarize themselves with the route. The 35-mile Brandywine 
Trail runs from the Horse-Shoe Trail at Ludwigs Comer to Brandywine 
Creek State Park in Delaware, and shares about two miles of trail with the 
Mason-Dixon Trail iKar Chadds Ford. The cost (includes bus, food and trail 
guide) is $14 for members o f W T C or Chester County Trai l Club and $16 for 
nonmembers. For a registration form send a self-addressed stamped envelope 

to f H H I ^ H U B B H B M B B m ^ ^ B B ^ The 
registration deaanne is March 25, 20(54. 
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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 26, 2003 MEMBERS' MEETING 
The meeting took place at the York Hiking Club cabin following the work party at Apollo Park. 

T I K K C present for the meeting and/or work party were: president Jim H o t ^ , secretary Yvonne Blades and Ron 
Gray, Charlie Ament, T i m Schmidt, Tony Beltiglio, Mike Calabrese, Jim McCoy, Alan, Timothy and Jesse Roland, 
Joyce Mil ler and Turner Dard«L , 

The minutes o f the August 17* meeting were approved as circulated (Darden, McCoy). 

Treasurer's Report 
Mary Bleecker submitted the following treasurer's report for the p m o d fix>m August 12 to October 20, 

2003: 
Balance 8/12/03 $4534.81 

Income: Intaest 0.77 
Dues .55.00 

Map^Guiik Sales 109.50 
SI 65.27 

E.xi»mses: Secretay expois^: M n i n g MDTS MemberA^ IMreclarirs !2JO§ 
Sepmhcr M-DTS Ucm^ema WfM 
54»9fcMipedanciapes 199.M 

TicasaRreiiMBses: Eavdopcs ftr n&ieaaqps 2 ^ 
TGdnuMauece: Hoist eqnpnentCGai) UIM 
D o a l n K COTJIBI PA CoraerMfficj' MM 

Balance mmm $4197.15 

Election o f OIRUHSI 
Turner Dard«i , chairman o f the nominating c o romi t t ^ preseirted the results o f the mail-in t a l k t for 

officers of M-DTS. Thirty-two ballots w ^ received. TTie following were elected l o serve for the term from 
January 1, 2004 to December 30, 2006. 

Tony BeHi^ io 
J imHoqjer 
Yvonne Blades 
Mary Bleeckar 
Jim McCoy 
Alan Roland 
Bob Bennett 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
D i r e c t o r - P A 
Director - M D 
D i r e c t o r - D E 

Trail Reports 
Eastern Section - Eastern Terminus to Perryvilk Coordinators: Chester & New Castle Co. - Yvonne 

Blades ̂ SBIf lHl ^o. - Tony Belfiglio ^ H i m ^ 
• T u m e r D a r S i ^ n d Y v o n n e have checked and cleared the trail from Delatjcy Rd to Iron H i l l (Maps 8&9) and 

have painted blazes along the curbs on Melbourne Boulevard leading to the recent relocation in the Elkton area. 
• Yvonne & Ho-b B l a d ^ have checked the M - D T through Elk Neck State Forest following the hurricane. There 

ware a few trees down but the biggest problem is at the dam at Plum Pond which die M-DT cresses. The dam 
had already been breached by an earlier storm but aftCT Isabel there is now a chasm there. A relocation may be 
necessary. 

Central Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12 Coordinator: Pat Yale 
• t h e central section was badly hit by hurricane Isabel. An estimated 200 trees were down on the M -

DT/Susquehanna Greenway trail along the old RR bed south of Conowingo. At the time of this report most o f 
the trails, including the M - D T , in Susquehaima State Parit had been cleared by park staff and volunte«-s. 
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• Dave Lir th icum spent 6 hours on Octobo- 5 removing braiwhes/Io^/ftiH trees that blocked the M - D T , plus a 
rer<MJte o f 100 yards on the Conowingo to Glen Cove section. He plaimed to work on the Glen Cove to Broad 
Creek section in early November. 

• Yvonne Blades reported that the section from Lay Road to Robireon Run (Map 5) was blocked by a swies o f 
blow dowits. The trail along Muddy Creek was in relatively good shape except for blockages betwQen the 
power line clearing and the descent to Cold Cabin. (Map 5: West to East: Mile 2 L 3 ) 

Western Section - Western Terminos at Whiskey Springs to Lock 12 
Coordinator: Ron G r a y ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ B ^ ^ H H H H H B ^ | ^ ^ 

• Tim Schmidt has cleared ̂ J o w d o w t ^ t r a ^ S u S ^ r t ^ ^ S n ^ o c k 12 and M i l l Run 
• A t tottey's work party Tcmy Belfiglio and Mike Calabrese cleared blow downs on the section south from 

ApoUo Park to the power lines at Safe Harbor dam. 
• The other work party group planned to work on the trail relocation nortfi from Apollo Park. But tha-e were . 

several bad blow downs to clear before r o b i n g the trail relocation woricste. AbtMit I mile o f new trail 
construction still rema'ms to be dcme on the relocation. The York Hiking Club has scheduled a work trip tho-e 
on November 29. 

• JimHooperhascle»ed!nnicxiiedeiirBfitHn2^aflmaewl)e^ 
• Jim Hooper reports that he has approvaf for anofhw off-road trail relocation north o f Long Level. The trail can 

be relocated through Klines Run Park; then follow Klines Run to Klines Run Road near the intersection with 
Trinity Church Road. The relocation would replace about I mile o f road w a l k i i ^ 

Old Business 
Endangered Trails - Jim Hooper reported that the K T A council apprwed a resolution preseraed by the 

Endangered Trails CoamiiilM to ^tpaod trail prsiectioii Motts and tAx new niliaiives to better r̂ MeiODt tfie 
interests of hikers. The K T A president w i l l appaat m comnttee to study each of the issues presented m the 
resolution. (M-DT has been identified as an endango'ed trail). 

County Maps - Jim Hooper emplssEsized t i n t we need to ensure tfnt the raidte 
official county maps o f the couiSies ttirough which the M - D T rur^. 

Next Meeting & Work Party -March 2S at Elk N « : k State Forest Work party at 9:00 am, memb«s 
meeting at 2:00 pm. 

* * * * * * 

Presidents Message 
These are interesting and productive times for the M-DTS. The nrany improvemerts on the Trail are 

obvitws to anyone who has recently walked along w i o u s sections, even though tirare still are some problem areas. 
Not only is there wondwfri! ^ork being done on formally planned work hikes, hut a'so many foLks anonymously 
work alone or in small groups to maintam the Trail . We have ongoing as well as p l anmi projects, with vrfiich I 
encourage all of you to become involved, by accepting my invitation to jo in us cm a scheduled work hike. You do 
not need any special skil l ; you do need a willingness and commitment to work on a labor of love with some 
dedicated and competent leaders. Perhaps you are, or wi l l be one o f our leado-s. I personally, am looking forward 
to helping with the planned bridge building in Elk Neck State For^t . 

Another concern, o f course, is trail safety, so, i f you experience o f observe any incidents or conditions 
along the Trail , or, i f you have any remarks of concerns related to frail safeJy, please contact me by phone, mail, or 
email. 

I hope all o f you are enjoying our beautiful Trail as much as you can, and be sure to say hello, i f you see 
me on your fravels. 

Happy trails, 
Tony Belfiglio 
President, MDTS 
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2003 FINANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 

CX'ENffJG BAlJ^NCE IN^C^ \ . iM!S68.45i 

.Npoye ; _ i i 4 
[pues/Donatipns (114 "old"; 28 View;^ „ i . SI 950.OO^ • ; 
; Maps/Guides (-39 sold) \^ 
[patches _ _.]. $32.00: ; ; 
; interest j $8-50; ; 
ITOTAL INCOME ^$2400.5 0 

; Administration 
: 1/27/03.. Jstamps) ; $51.40 
.•?/?/p3 1225 _r^^^ S56-25^ 
2'17/<a (tteaswCT—stamps, lor 2002] $103.35; 
4,'30/03 iwmk hike change noWicsklkm) $97,50' 
5/y§l^ $5QOJ0iqi_ 
6/3m3 (235 ncawsteners & postage) $165-20:; 
msna iffimai^ JSSOJMT 

J!^1>^^...&:^^.,^!^^^ _ . i flO-OOL 
6/25^^^ ParitJ 1 SSO.OOr 

.:M?^91.A4M*X, .n®*stetter> $131.to: 

..\M'^^^JS^&^..^J^^^!?^^^^]^I^ _ . L $l?i?<L-
10^27^ (map mattog enwetopesj _ _ $2.23j 
J 10^|^©3 J S ^ t e i i ^ ^ 

1 1 / i a ^ j a S ql to mtd-Aflantic r e ^ l i _ J|S4L?q 
..• _ Si^hTot^^ „._$??02;:*PL 

Trail Maintertance [ ] 
;12/21'P2 {Hooper—loppers) i $ § 2 ^ ; [ 
3/18^3 j r a s ^ paint) \: J 

; a^p3 J<>a^-^:-e<?uip^ hqiisl) ^ $l31JSpt: J_ 
_ Sub-Totcrf̂ ; $255.62[ 

: Donations/Dues 
: Loyi(w Skisqu^haw^ (Veenway S25.00J j : 
_;.C^ral_PA_CorKse^ _ _ SSO.OOil ' 

KTA _ $3p.00; 
_ Sub-Total^ $105.00^ 

jPatt*»es ^ _ j 
11/̂ 3/03 <Orc»er̂ jrt 200) $370.00^ 

Sub-Total J $370-00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $2833.02 

ENDINIGMLANQEINCHEaai«^^^^ $4235 .93 

CD--30^nonth $3122.12 
; CD— 24-month $4368.35 
i c p —e-month $3351.06 

ITOTAL ASSETS OF M-DTS. INC. AS OF 12/31/03 ; j $1 5077.46 


