
A\ASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 
• Hiker Alert! MD Rte 623 bridge across Broad Creek closed. Altematu'e route axailable — page 5 
• Greenbranch to CufFRun relocation now open — page 4. 
• Revised M-DTS Bylaws — page 6 

M-DTS W O R K PARTY - 10:00 a . iTi. , Sunday, O c t o t ^ 18 
M-DTS MEMBERS* MEETING - 1 : 0 0 p.m., Sunday, O c t o b e r 18 

For both the work party and members' mcximg. med at thr Emiuraiunenlal Center in 
Gifford Pinchot State Park, northwest of York. P j V . See map The mm. oteect o f the w o r i pam ss to 
renew M-DT blazes startim^ kmtk tte Weslean Tennmam at Whisker Sprisiffis. I t e e is sense wmm traaS 
maintenance work in Pindsot Park. 'Tliiere may be an og^&tMtiuiraity to laiike a ^cteora of the trai m tihe pmk. 
We wil l need several paint set-ups Wear your painting clothes and bnng tunch and water 

GIFFORD PINCHOT STATE PARK 
Meet at Environmental Center on south side 
of lake Go northeast on Alpine Rd about 2 mil 
from PA Rt. 74 and m m into park. Continue 
main park road to large parking area Turn left 
the end of the lot The Environmental Center 
sc\eral hundred feet ahead. v.*^i\a^' 



MINUTES O F THE AUGUST 2,1998 M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING 
« 

The meeting was held at the home of Jim Hooper, following the work party at Greenbranch 
Manbers present at the meeting and work party were; president Jim Hooper, secretary Yvonne Blades, 
treasurer Mary Bleecker and Ted Brower. Rick Maerker, Turner Darden, Rcxi Gray, Jim McCoy, Tim 
Schnudt, Richard Wmemiller, Pat O'Dell, Clair Piersol and Ken Tnmble Mike CaJabrese and his son 
came & o n i 4 H B M l H H I H ^ ° take part in the vvoi1< party. 

The mmutes of the May 17, 1998 meeting were approved as arculated. 

Treasurer's Report 
Mary- Bleecker presented the treasurers repcrtforthe period froni Mirv 15 to August 2,199S. 

iBCome 
Membership dues (1 new, 4 reiewals) S80.00 
Map sales 127.50 
Literest 831 

S215 81 

Expenses 
April Newsletter - pnntuig 
Stamps 
Trail Maintenance 

S68.25 
12.8U 
67.U9 

SH8 14 

Balance as of 5/15/98 S5025.42 
Income minus expenses 5.15-S;2.'98 67.67 
Balance as of mm $5093.09 

The secretary- presented a list of those whose 1998 membership diaes were m arrears after the dues 
notice m the January Newslatler and a final notice vs,-!il3 the May Newskster The lisJ was r ev ie .^ and the 
removal of 22 names from tlie membership roils was approvai 

It was moved by Ron Gray, seconded by Clair Piersol and unanimousK- approved that Carl 
Reachard be named an Honorary Member of M-DTS Carl is one of the SKen dianer members of M -
DTS and has been a long time M-DT trail mamtainer 

M-DTS Constitution and Bylaws 
Bylaws: The final version of the proposed revision and ucidate cf the M-DTS Bvia^v^ was 

presented by Ron Gray and approved by the required two-thirds vats of the Board of Directors The 
revised M-DTS bylaws are included m this Newsletter 

Constitution: Ainendmeits to the M-DTS ConstitutiCBi must be approved bv the membership 
The proposed revision and update of the M-DTS Constitutiwi vnll be mailed to all current members with 
the January 1999 Newsleaer along with explanatory material and a balkat Two-tlurds majont\ of the 
returned ballots is necessary for adoption of the proposed revisiem 

M43T Trai! Reports 
Eastern Section - Eastern terminus to Perryville Coordinator: Rick Maerker ( 
• Rick Maerker and Ken Tnmble will clear the section frcan Cbadds Ford to Ccssart Road 

• Charles Robmson of the Hartefeld Golf course/liousmg deveic^ment b mtere^ed m a trail connection 
fi-om his area to the M-DT near Somerset Lake Rick Maerker will be meetBig sMth Mr Rdimscai 

• Warren and Vivian Davies have cleared from Peltier Road through to the meadow at Sharpless Road. 
• A small work party helped Bob Bennett clear the M-DT along the Chnstina tlirough Westbranch and 

Chnstiansted, Ride Maerker and Ken Tnnible cleared tlie creek-side trad near Waiifwood Road. 
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• Rick wants to explore a possible relocation of the M-DT m the Four Seasons development south of 
Iron Hill to avoid close contact with houses. , 

• Carl Walbeck, a pnvaie citizen, is interested in developing a side trail from the M-DT in Elk Neck 
State Forest down the Elk Neck penuisula to Tiukey Pomt, 

Central Section - Havre de Grace to Mill Creek Coordinator: Pat O ' D e i U m U H i ^ 
• YvcMUie Blades reported that the Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway Steering Committee 

(LSHGSC) is investigating die possibility of building a pedestnan bndge across the Susqudhanna 
River between Havre de Grace and Perryville on piers remaining from an old bridge close to the present 
Amtrak bndge. Such a bridge would provide the M-DT with a walking route across the river 

• The LSHGSC w«ild like to exteid the existing Greaiway that runs south from Cssiowmgo dam They 
propose followmg tlie route of the M-DT along the paiinsula in Susqfaehanna State Park to the bndge 
at Ifeer Creek. This secticsi would be "uuiiraproved greenway," the existia^ paA withcHit "wickming the 
trail or adding a sEisie suriace It would be marked by 4.x4 posts widi the Greersway I c ^ (and M-DT 
decals or blazes) Hie park manager has approached M-DTS about this pnc^Ksal It was a g r ^ that 
tills would be accqjtaWe as km-j as it did not mterfeire venh M-DTS sase cC iks txail or disturb the 
spectacular spring -swldficmw dispby 

• j^s a result of a cinzssis ccmpilamt. PECO Energy has removed the trash pile that had accumulated at 
"Bald HjH", the h i ^ pcM. south of Broad Creek max tte M-DT M-DTS recommends that mad 
access to the area be btodied 

• The "old wooden plank bndfee" (.Map 6, mile 3 2 West to East) near the Broad Creek boat launch is m 
bad shape. We need to d^ermuie cvmersbip and whether .Vl-DTS can repair the bndge 

• There is a temporary bresk m the M-DT due to the missing briifce on MD Roijjie 623 across Bread 
Creek. The old bndge has been removed and will be replaced bv a new bndge (scheduled compieiiCT 
date: Nov. 30, 199$). We hope to get pennissicxi for an alternate roMta thrraiah the Broad Creek Scout 
Reservation. 

• Ted Brower pres^ted a proposal for a three stage relocation of the M-DT nonh of Broad Creek liiat 
would ultuTiately g « the .M-DT off roads from Broad Creek noith to .MichaeFs Run 

• M-DTS member Gerald Buimash has volunteered to maintain the M-DT from Lay Road to Atom 
Road 

• Pat O Dell has rebiajKd llse M-DT from PapermiH Road at Mudd>' Creek ncith to PA Route 372 
including the relocation onto Rt 74 and McKmley Road to avoid barricaded Wylie Rd. 

• Pat O'Dell has cleared tlie trail from Lock 12 to .Mill Creek. 

Western Section - MiU Creek to Western Terminus Coordinator: Ron Gray( 
• Ron Gray reports that sections of the .M-DT along Oakland Run are becommg overgrown with 

rhododendron. 
• Ron Gray and Jim Hooper met with the managers of Otter Creek Campground and cleared a new route 

for the M-DT as it leaves the campground southbound towards Sawniitl Creek. 
• The ascent to Urey Overiook needs blazing and waterbars. 
• Mowmg is needed alcaig the M-DT m the tree form between Rt 425 and Boyd's Run. 
• . 'At today's work party, work cominued on the relocation between Greoibranch and CuiTs Run Two 

hundred feet of side hill diggmg and rock work was done to connect the north end of the relocation to 
the existmg trail. A spnng was cleared. The middle part of the relocation was blazed Work is still 
needed at tlie south end steep descent to CufF s Run and improvements to the entrance from 
Greenbranch before the relocation can be officially opoied for use. 
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Other BiBuiess ^ 
Agreements with Landowners - Rick Maerker presented a hst of die land use agreements he found in 

the M-DTS archives. They mcluded agreemaits with Gladfeker PulpWbod C o , the PA Game Commission. 
PP&L etc. 

Trail Standards - Ron Gray reviewed the standards for trai! clearing of the M-DT He recommended 
tiiat brush, bnars, branches, blowdowns be cleared to a 4-foot width. Yvonne Blades emphasized that desirable 
and fragile plants should be left imdislurbed and there should be no "weed w^iacking" on woodland trails in the 
^nng . 

Next Meeting - Sunday, Oct. 18 at Gifford Pinchot State Park The work party, to meet at 10 00 am, 
will concentrate on refireshmg the blazes on the western section of the Mason-Dixrai Trail startmg from Wluskey 
Springs, the western terminus There may be some trail maintenance work to do KI Pmchot Park. There may be 
an qjportunity to hike on sections of the MDT iin Pmdiot Park. The Members' Meamg will follow at 1 09 pm. 

M-DT RELOCATICHM BETWEEN GREENBRANCH AND CUFFS RUN NOW OPEN 

The one-mile stretch of the Mason-Dixon Trail akmg tte Susquehanna Rncr. between Greentsancii and CuflTs 
Run (MDT MAP 4: VV1EST TO EAST, mile 6.4 to mile 7.4; EAST TO WEST, nile 9.1 to mile Iti.l) was the most 
rugged and infamous section of ihe entire I**»-m!le M-DT - one mile of nefSMUHing yrnir \v3y through large boulders, 
reminiscent of the worst secnons of the .Appalachian Trail in PcnriS> hania But nm*, through the hard work of Ron Gra\ 
and his crew, we have a superb relocation To avoid most of the boulder fidd the trail was rciocated onio tfw ndge 
Many hours of side hill digging and hea\ rock work were dfejne to constnia the trad that gradually ascends to the ndge 
about M)0 feet ele\aiion gam The trail pssscs a spnng about half way up The trail follows the ndge thawgh nice %V<KK!S 

then steeply descends e\er stone sqps lo Cuffs Run The rekjcation was officialh-opened on Augusi 2H. Many thanks to 
Ron Gray Richard Wtnemiiier Jim Hooper. Jim McCoy. Tim Schmidl Pzi O Dell. Ted Brower, Rick Maerker Ken 
Trimble, and Mike Calabriese tor iheii work on this project 
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M-DT MAP 6 
Alternative Route Across Broad Creek 

Tliere is a temporarv- break i n the Mason-Dixon Trai l due to bridge construction on M D Route 623 at Broad Creek. 
i-.vpeaed completion date o f the bridge is November 30, 1998. Permission has been granted for a 2.3 mile permanent 'alternative 
route" through the Broad Creek Memorial Scout Reservation. The route will not be blazed blue and should not be attempted in 
cold weather. Hiking on any other trails in this scout owned area is prohibited withaut permission (contact the camp ranger in 
advamxat 410-452-8155). 

WEST TO EAST 
(alternative roiue for current mile 2 5 to 3.1) 

0,0 mi QKitiniK straight on the red-blazed trail past the blue-
blazed main Mason-Dixon trail fork to the left 

0,3 mi Cross the several forks of Whileford Branch. 
0. 7 nii A l the top of OA Hi l l at 356 feet above sea level at a small 

clearing torn left, staging an red bbzs2 trsiL The scouts and 
Philadelphia Electric in 1loggsd a 24§-)'mr aid 
hardwood forest here; huge siaanps are •tisibie 

1.2 mi Where red blazes seem to esKl at Broad C w i i at 115 f€« 
above sea level, wade acrcss to the aaiall grassy isJanitL 
At normal flow, tliis watie is mAle be^iit as a lar^<i tree 
in place for several years crasies &te deega section after 
the island. Do nut attcmfM 9a l u t a ia ar id weadK:r, 
turn around and retrace VMrstefs. <fti£!ier cncsssit!̂  .asi 
outcrop overhanging tJie creASff' âssfe "fes-asancaaini p r : « i a : 
a nice vie^^. Kingfishers arndgrsm HfUmt- msfrsmt s«sm bun 

1. mi Follow the red-hlazed U-at! 2^% ifedl d W s a i f m. 
0 4 miles 

1.5mi Cross Robley Branch i\vit:e. an the ed^^Steiryianti's mas! 
extensive aiid oldest hemlock gmvf emt of liie mauntants. 
including the state's second bluest Iboniott. This irei 
began growing in 1705 accorjiti}; lo a sktl£ ^iutural 
lleniage Prog) am study. The ai£a is not legally protected 
but is recognized as significant under a program in.'/: The 
Nature Conservancy entered into hy the tvio landownerr 
here. PE( 'O Energy and Balnmnre Area Boy Scouts 

1 8 mi Just before Laurel Branch, do not follow the red-biazes on a 
90 degree bend upiull to the righi bsit iEstca<l ciu. down and 
cross several brandies of the IiUle istreaui *JB She fanit 
orange- blazed trail. 

2.0 mi At the orange-blazed trail's end tnni left onto Paddnck Rd 
(din.) and shonly leave the Seoul Resertatjon. 

2.2 mi Paddrick Road public parking (paveii). 
2.3 ini Paddiick Road ends at Ri. 623 CHinl'Hile Rd), acioss wfaich 

you wil l see the blue blazes of the Mst^xi-Dixon Trai! at mile 
3. i below leading downhill on Bread Ciodk Park Rcsid. 

A X ^' 

EAST TO VVEST 
(aitesati'.'e rcute forcunenE mile 16.9 to 17.5) 

0.0 mi Cross Rt. 623 (FhntviUe Rd) through the paved parking lot 
on Paddrick Rd and then continue up Paddrick Rd (dirt). 

0.3 mi Entering the Scout Reservation, turn right on the faint 
onuige-biazed trail. 

0.5 mi Just a ikr owssiasg s e ^ a l blanches of Laurel BreiAL turn 
right «Ks fee restfefeesi a a l . 

0.8 H5! CroK Rofcfc; Braadi twice, on the edge of Miryiamd's mo^t 
enmi-m>e and )Men hemlock grave ettsl of rim momt/ains. 
iHclaiia^ ttfm sime > sucmmd invest hemlock This trm 
begfm pamimg. ia i~fiS aceonhng so a sssce Neilwral 

kui lis rjsc<agm:u£-as ̂ •^rsjjikwm Dm&rmpm^rstm •wJim The 

fe's*, FECO Biuirj^i ami iiiw Eattommtt .ijmt Bmi Summ. 

idteai, tfess »3!2k assrwjs Jte far diEsacl. AS Ennrdl fs^. 
this HJhfc K arkhs ha^l Dw not attempt to cr»»s in o»ld 
weaihtr; fara anMind iti»d retrace ywir «ep^ BcMrc 
CTOsstns. an oiaciwr overhanging She creek 60 yards 
dowT.sireaai prcvjdes a mce view, Kingflshtgrs atsd ersar 
blue hercms are ahtxns present here. 

1.2 mi FoUov̂  the led-bUued trail up 275 feel of cliiubrnji isi G 5 
miles. 

1.6 mi At the top of OA Hi l l a'. 356 fee! above sea level a', a small 
clearing, aim right, slaying on the red-blazed trail. The 
•Kom.i and FfnSmMpkia Etectnc in I'-Xii Ittgged a ?-f«-y«»r 
old kanhumtd tmmrft tko-ei huge .%tump.^ are visshle 

2,0 c.i Cross ths: ssrreral fi^ c f VVlutcford Branch 
2.3 Ed CoKt-Eae straight cm the Eed/'blue-biazed Masco- Dixssi Trail 

atnsiie ! ̂  5 ef fes cuneat description. 

alternative route 



Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. 
Bylaws • 

(revised August 1998) 

1. Selection of Officers and Members of the Board of Directors. 
The president shall appoint a nominating committee of not less than three members of the corporation no 

later than August first of the year of die election. Tlie members will be notified of die nominating conunittee's 
selections bs' mail. All baUots must be received by the chainnan of the nommatuig committee witliin thirtv days 
of their date of issue, Eieaion will be by majorit̂ r \Qtc. Each member will have one vote. 

In the event of the resignation or death of the President, the Vice President shall succeed him. and m the 
event of his rcsignanon or death, the secretary shall succeed him In the event thai he/she is unavailable the 
Board of Directors in a special meeting shall ap^iiU a President to sene until the next election. In the a,eiU- of 
resignaliou or dc^h of any other officer or any elected member of the Board of Directors, the President shall 
af^xjint a successor to ser\ until the next election. 

2. Duties of the Officers. 
The Dunes of the officers shall be defined b>- the Board of Directors. 

3. Meetings of the Board of Dwedors and ttie Executive Conmrittee 
The Board of Directors shall meet four times ycarK The next meeJiag date will be set by the Bmrd at 

each meeting. Meetings may be cancelled or postponed uiickf special oorndtuoRS by Ihe E.xectiiive Cemmiuee, 
Meetings of the Board be cpea ic< all members but wiibQial beoelii isT t̂ Misg pnvil^es. 

Meetings of the EsHrjai\ Camiaitts: may be called b?r the Piesifeat m am- fmi sKSHiferE erf ibe 
Committee on at leas two d 3 « urtjcc io each mejijoer ^ the 

4. Classes of Membership and Dues 
a Maintain'mg Member Club - A dues paying, work fnrtiapaung clwfo involved with the dcvTclopmeni, 

constraction, maimeriance, and educational programs of the Mason-Dixoa Trail Sysijeai 
b, Supportin-t^ Member Club - A club vvliich suppons tlie Mason-DLvon Tiail System by yeatly donutjuits 

only 
c Individual Membership - A dues paying member 
d ContrihuTing Membership - An indmdual member wishing to suppon the club with yearly donations 

larger than individual member dues He may change to another class of membcrsiiip at the end of the 
racniberslup year. 

c. Life Membership - Any person may become a life member upon payment of llie appropriate dues All 
dues and donations paid will accumulate toward life membership 

f Dues will be set by the Board of Directors at least three months, but not more than six months, prior to 
the beginning of the fiscal year 

g. An applicauon fee set by the Board is required in addition lo the first year's dues. 
h. The Board of Directors may at its discretion waive the dues of any member or member club. 
i . The Board of Direaors may bestow Honorary Membership upon persons at their discretion. Dues shall 

be w^ved. 

5. Election to Membership 
Initial application for membership shall be made on a form prescribed by the Board of Directors, signed 

b>' ihe applicant, and mailed along with the first years dues and application fee to the Membership Secreian 
AH applications shall be submitted by Ihe Membership Secretary to the Board of Directors for appro\l at a 
regular meeting. 

6. Delinquent Members. 
Members whose dues are unpaid for si.v nioiitlis sliall be considered cklmquent and mav be dropped from 

' membership by action of the E.vecutive Committee. 

7. Selection of Standing Committee Members 
The Board of Direaors shall dctemune how members of the standing coranutices shall be selected. 
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8. Duties of Standing Committees 
Tli€ duties of the stxuiding ajmmutees shall be defined b>' the Board of Directors. 

9. Temporary Committees. 
Chairmen of temporan committees shall be appointed b> the President Duties and duration of temporary 

committees wiU be defined by tlie President. Members of temporary committees will be selected by tlie 
appointed chairman. The Chairman of a temporary committee is not on the basis of their chairmanship a 
member of tlie Board of Directors. 

10. Fiscal Year. 
The fiscal year shall end December 31. 

11. Special Meetings. 
Spa;ial meetins of the corporation's membership may be called upon pesT!ii» of not less than 1ft 

members to tlie PresidaU. At least tvvo week's notice b% mail must be given. 

12. Rules and Regulations 
The Board of Directors may make such rules and resolations as ii deems asinŝ rtjle. uhjch are consisreni 

with the Constitution and Bylaws. 

13. Expenditure of Funds 
E.xpendiiure of fimds up to an amount set by the Board of Directors may be appro\-ed by the Treasurer 

E.xpendiiure of funds or financial obligations greater than the amount set by the Board must ha\
aulhonzation by the Board of Directors or tlie E.vccutive Conunittee. 

14. Discipline of a Member 
Repons of condua prejudicial to the corporation shall be imestigated and. if posssbsc adjiidjcnicd bv the 

Executive Committee. 
The Board of Directors, upon rccommendauon of the Executive Committee may b\ rwc-ihirds mnjontv 

vote, terminate the mcmiTcrshipcf the indi\idual mcmoei or member club 

15. Amendment of Bylaws 
These Bylaws may be amended b> a two-third-; \e of the total Board of Directors The Board will vote 

on any amendments suggested b> wntten peiiuon of not less tlian ten members in good standing. 

• » 
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