
MASON-MXON TRAILSYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS N E W S L E T T E R October, 2001 
M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m.. Sunday, November 4 

M-DTS MEMBERS'MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, November 4 

For both the work party and member's meeting, meet in the Lock 12 historic area:. Turn north 
off Rte 372 by the Norman W—d Bridgp amd i •• l iwni a h — t t t ^ ^ t o M M g B w t r ftewc—d 
parking lot on the rigjht. 

Work projects indude: d o n saw wtxk, and a tnA idocatem mrdi c ^ M i Creek; sod tnd deavii^ 
blazing and trash pic%up on j ^ v i n e Island. Equspmem meaea diui: sa<A, ssijuodt^ k>ppefs, anaS saw^ 
paiirt set-ups (M-DT blue, and a brown-out paint), clippers, trash bags. A l l workers stHMild bring work 
gloves, eye protectioii, lunch awi water 

DetaibofLockllarea 
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MASON-DDCON TBAIL SYSTEM INC 

President Jim Hooper 

Vice President .Jinij>miiv 

Seaetarv- & Newsletter Editor.... Yvwuie Blades 

Treaairer Mary BleeckCT 

Directw - Pennsylvania Timotiiy Sctendt 

Director - Maryland ABtfaany Bdfigfat 

Director - DelaMrarĉ  

Trail Coordiiiators: 

Eastern Sectirai volunteer needed 

The M-DTS Newsletter is published about four 
weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTS 
members' meetings/work parties held aimually. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or onail to editor. 
(See address under secretary above). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc is an all-
voiunleer, service-onented associatiim of ii&il clubs 
and individual hikers that has as its purpose the use 
and conservation of the backcountry through the 
development of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-mile Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes through histonc and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Delavrare. 

New members are welcome. To join send $15 
(which includes cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc 
• » Mary Bleecker 

Thereatter, me annual feeTsl 
Life membership is available for $250. 
**•**»»***•*•••••*•*«*****•>*****••*• 

Visit the M-DTS web site at: 

ENCLOSURE FOR M-DT MAP SET INCLUDED WITH THIS ISSUE 
A S X 9 inch sheet detailing all rekxations of the MaH)n-E>ixon Trail sine 

the maps w&re piUished in 1997 is included with this newsletter. The shee< 
desigi^ to fit in the plastic bag with your sel trf M-DT maps. y 

» 

CALLING ALL TRAIL MAfNTAINERS 
This past summer has been one of exuberant growth It is time to ^ t out 

on the trail and cut back the teiars, bvamUes and branches. 

TRAIL MMNTAINERS NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed to maintain secticHis of the M-DT in southern York 

Connt>% PA 
Norman Wood Bridge to Muddy Creek - 6 miles, mosth' on roa<fe, includes 
Peavise Island (Map 5: West to Mite 10J2-16.0) 
CcaiCaMatnLjn i td-22mites t t^rfa>eMjyr .Be«theSiW(| ig^^ 
st^f^ModcfcrCnsdiL (MapS. We&lQEasL«<fik22 7-24.9). Obe mile on roads, 
cne laife OB InS d w i g ^ wxKlt aiRHe river 
hay Bmtt tto Amm Rami - LS mOok. (lAp 3: WeA to E H I , Mfe 24 9 to 26.4). 
Trail dbmis tteongk woodk. posses am lOKfc or cleared ngM of wavs tiinxigh open 
aeea intli snd ¥ieiRv tbes descodi OK old woods 

none amtmt Ywmma Bbdes att< ^ 
irfwwnim «M-to-wBlw<tetoSBa5^^aflE TiaU 

t caqnclBd to cjtedt dKir sedinm ai katt OHK a 
-asaecaMjr. IfttcreiisalaftrfiiKrt totedtoae, aca^ywraiuiiinaKy 

» d a M4]fTS iradc pgvtf can be KindUbl i v i te aiea. 

TRAIL UPDATES AND ALERTS 

Dumâ ê to trail by horse activity <xwtk of Otter Creek, PA: Map 5: West to 
Eaa - Mile 0^ to L9, SevCTe c^rad^ioti of the trail and mteam banks have been 
rqxnted 

L a i ^ tree bkickiiig trail between Atom Rd and Burk Rd: Map 5; West to 
East - Mile 26.7. Ribbons ha\'e beexk placed to mark a route up the slc^ aiouiKi 
tlte blocked trail. 

Old wooden plank bridge unsafe: Map 6: West to East: Mile 3.2 Avoid the 
bridge cutting around to the right thrwigh the rtK)dodendron. 

Trail rerouting near North £a.st in Cecil County, M 0 : Map 7: East to West -
Mile 3.7 Go straight across Red Toad Rd and follow blue-blazed path through 
woods. Turn left at cable ROW, cross cul de sac of new de\>elopment and pick up 
cleared ROW again in the woods beyond Wert to East - Mile 8.2, Cross cul de 
sac of new development and as ROW approaches Red Toad Rd, watch for blue-
blazed trail leading off to the right to avoid private house and driveway. 

Trail relocation in Newark area, DE: About 3 miles of the Mason-Dixon Trail, 
betweai Rtc 273 and White Clay C r ^ Slate Park, have been relocated (Map 9: 
W<« to East, Mile 10.8-13.7). See map oiciosure for details. ¥ms to mark 
the route through the field have iK>t yet been put in ;̂ ace. Follow the well defined 
foot path around the nortteast peruiKter of the field 
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MINUTES O F THE AUGUST 19, 2001 MEMBER'S MEETING 

The meetmg took place in tiie piaiic area at Glen Cove following the work party. Those present were: 
president Jim Ho<^r, secretary Yvrame Blad«, trrasurer Mary Bl^cksr JBHI Ron Gray, Turner Darden: Taiy 
Beifiglio, Tim Schmidt, T ^ Brower, Dave Linthicum and Jc^ce Milter. 

The minutes of the June 24, 2001 manber's meetmg were approved as circulated. An updated M-DTS 
membership directory has been compiled by the secretary and distributed to all mranbers of the board As of July 
31, 2001 there were 169 manbers. 

Treasurer's Report 
Mary Bleecker presorted the treasurer's report which covers the period fcom June 23/01 to August 18/01. 

T!» kicome was $50.00 from membership renewals, $15.00 frcan 1 new memt^rship, $50.00 donation, $40 00 
fcom sale of patches and $3 OS kiterest for a total of $158.08 

Expenses $69 33 for trail manrtataice (stde matsiaisX $S220 ftr pdiatiEng tbe loiy Newsletter, 
$51 65 for printing M4)TSbfociiiiiss and t faeae^^ $29.15 t v M4)nnS retans address iadidb̂  
$84 00 for purchase nT stanped eRiNskpes and $35.00 '^iemtafsm to fte Odbwspre Pmsemttitm CaaMan Open 
Space, Parks and Farmland tor total expenses oT $342 03 The ixdawx ia t i e dndkias accoott as of A i « B t 18, 
2001 is $3365.82 

Mary will tmem M-DT5 menAeisbip in die Lower SBsqadM—a I ! l i in), Gmiawwiy. 

Ofct B i s iness 
Proposal for Yast Mmiarial Turned Danlen lepoited tfiattibere aie oampHfaftiops " ^ " * i " E ifae design 

andodier issues. Ron Gray moiinQdlftat we dl)fete proposal fisroBeyev^ 
by members present. Yxame Bfades sngge^ed that we put up a bolefiB bond on &e trail mdt 3s those used aa 
the Appaladuan Trail. This could provkie infixmation abcxtt die M-DT as w d l as (xmunemoiatx^ d*e feunder 
ROT Gray will chedc on die costs of the AT buiktm boards. 

Trail Reports 
Western Section - Western Terminus at Whiskey Springs to Lock 12 

Ron Gray ^fJiHHH^BM^HHHHHHi^ 
• Louise Sis has refr^hed all the blazes betwemwEj^y^rings and Pindiot Park 
• A manber of the northern chapter of P ATC has ofier«l to help maintam the trail d i rou^ Pinchot Park 
• A maintainer is needed for the sectitxi from south of Pindiot Park to Wri^itsville Aivhidi is mostly <MI roads. 
• Jim Hoqjer has been working CHI his secticxi from Wri^tsville to Fishmg Credc and is ahnc»t finished. 
• The section through Apollo Park needs rebuilding 
• Ron Gray rqjorts that the Game Commission has not taken down the signs that say "Authorized persoone! 

only" on die M-DT alcmg Oakland Run. Hiis trail secticm is closed by the Game Commission during eagle 
noting seasOT but should be reqjened after the eagles have fledged. There is a yellow b l a ^ bypass route. 

• Tim Schmidt proposes a relocaticm on his sectiai betweai Hohwood dam and Mill Creek. 

Cortral Section - Lock 12 to Havre de Grace Coordinator: Pat Wolf 
• The trail through Peavme Island probably needs clearing. Maintainer needed 
• Re-blazing is needed between Lock 12 and Muddy Creek 
• Paul Szatmary has cleared his section of the M-DT alraig the lower part of Muddy Creek. 
• , Yvonne Blades rqx>rted that there was no response to the request for maintainers in the last M-DT 

* Newsletter. Maintainers are needed for the sectirais from Coal Cabin to Lay Rd and Lay Rd to Atom Rd. 
• Ted Brower will work on his sectitai in Sqjtember, The Mahoney property has been sold We need to 

contact the new owner r^arding Ted's proposed relocaticm along the waterftoirt on the north side of Brc«d 
Creek. 
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• Iteve Lmthicum rqjorts that the "oid wooden plank bridge" (Map 6: to East; Mile 3.2) that the trail 
cnss^ heading south from the Broad Creek pubhc boat launch is unsafe. He says you can cut around to the 
r i ^ r throng the riiododaidron and avoid the bridge and water crossing endreiy. Dave also r^otted that the 
"Mayor of Broad Creek" who lived in the cabin near die bndge died recoidy at the age of 103! 

• Tbe rock work on the descent from Bald Hill has not yet beei completed. 
• Ted Brower talked to the caretaker/manager at Indian Lake Christian Service Camp regarding the possibility 

of relocating the M-DT along the edge of their property by the Susqudianna River. He recommaided tiiat we 
prepare a proposal for the Board of Directors of die camp. Dave Luithicum vwll write the proposal and draw 
up a map. The pressed relocation would avoid 0.8 m i l ^ of read walking. 

• In spite of the ram, the rock work to unprove the treadway alcstg the slope above the house and boat storage 
ar^ at Glai Cove Marina was completed at today's work party. Mr Charles Day, the adjacent landowner, 
met us in the momiag and walkai this seaion of trail writfa us. 

• Dave Linthicum has cteared the bnars oa his sectiao fiom Broad CreA to Conowmgo and n^^bed blazes 
near Route 1 

Eastern Section - Perry*ae to the Esrtern Ttamimm a* Chadda Ford 
Acting CoorcBnsrtofs: CecB C w r t y - AsAmy BeffigBe^ ^^^^[HB^ 

Chester & New Castle Counties - Yvonne Blades^BHl^liBHHBHHHIH^ 
• Mary Bleecker and Yvame Blades refreshed the blue and white blaiKs akn^ t l ^ g^ed roadway v^iere the M -

DT enters ElkNedc S t^Fore^ from the ra^. Mcve re-blazing is leeded akog die uail mthefor^ . 
• Yvonne reports that tiiere are still no posts for our M-DT decals on tbe recexM: rdocation m White Clay Creek 

State Park. P c ^ are needed to maik the route t h r a i ^ fields h id ing soadi fiwn Wec%ewood Ro*i and were 
to be put in by tbe park. Kay Way says diere are old cedar posts availaUe at l i e Way greenlKxise 

• Warren Davies reports that his section fiom Hopkms Rd to Lomkn Tract Rd is in good ^ape. \Wirte Clay 
Creek Preserve p^^sonnel have put in culvrats and miproved the route along old Pettiw Road. 

Lower S«£«pwfa«im Wentm^ Gremmmft Yvmm Sadss rqfKfffed ditf ^ neset prcfK^ed prtpet on 
the LSHG will be bmlding the trail segmait from L^idum boat launch to the Arundel prc^rty. The Maryland 
Departmait of Natural Resources considers it a very doable project and they hope to have the project finished by 
National Trails Day in June 2002. The trail will be cm the old raihoad bed. Two bridges will be required. 
Funding for the project will have an in kind matci requirement. Man-hcwrs can be used for this requiremait at a 
value of $ 10 per hour. Yvame suggested that M-DTS would likely be willing to help with this project. 

GPS: Dr Vera Vernier volunteered to walk the M-DT with his GPS unit. Ron volunteered to go with 
him. Pennsylvania DCNR v.'ill provide in kind fimdiag for GPS. The information then becomes public domain 
GPS input will improve the accuracy of our maps. 

Purchase of Grip Hoist: Ron Gray reccmnmended that M-DTS purchase a Grip Hoist, a heavy duty tool 
for moving rocks, tree stumps etc. The cost before shippmg and handling wnll be $1000 67 for the Grip Hoist, 
with shear pins, 2 snatdi blcx^s, 60 feet of cable, a reel and hook. Mary Bleecker moved, seconded by Turner 
Dardw that M-DTS purchase the grip hoist Approved imanimously, 

Sunday Hunting: Dave Linthicuii rqjorted tliat the Maryland state l^islature was bringing this issue up 
agam. Rem Gray moved, Yvonne Blades sec<»ded, the moticm that I he Mascm-Dixon Trail System Inc. is 
against Sunday hiking". Approved unanimously 

Map Relocations Endosure: Yvcame Blades has made up an enclosure to go in the remaining M-DT 
map sets that d ^ i l s all relocations since the maps were printed m 1997. A cc^y will be included vwlh the next 
M-DTS Newsletter. 

Next Meeting: Novanber 4 at Lock 12, The woric part i« will do a trail relocation under the power 
lines near Holtwood and clearmg and blaze painting on Peavme Island, 
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2001 FINANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 
OPENING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 1/1/01 

WCOME 
j D y e s / D o n a t i o n s . (124 j ; o W 
1 M a p s / G u i d e s J - 7 4 . spicy _ ; $804^72;. 
i Patches _ [ SISS^OOl 

[ I n t e r e s t L $12.53L_._ 
[ T O T A L I N C O M E $ 2 9 5 7 . 2 5 : 

EXPENSES 

: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; 
; 1/12/01 {s tamped enyelopes & stamps)! 
| 1 / 2 8 / 0 1 ( M a e r k e r — 2 0 0 0 misc. exp. ) 
• 1/2a'01 

$ 8 8 . 1 0 L 
$ 3 5 , 9 6 [ 

(B leecker—stamps & phone) J $ 2 1 . 3 2 ^ ; 
| 2 / 2 / 0 1 iSpO stamped^^ $ 1 8 4 , 0 0 
|2/27/ai^f«tanipg-{or i»sp--rn» 

$ 1 0 3 , 7 6 ; 
$ 7 6 . 1 4 

$ 1 3 3 . 8 5 

13/2/01 (newslet ters & misc. admin) 
j 6 /2 /01 (newsletters & misc. admin . ) 
; 8 /2 /01 (newslet te rs & b r o d n i r e s ) 
; 8 / 6 / 0 1 { return add ress J .$29^85 
8 /18 /01 (200 stampe^^ [ $ 8 4 . 0 0 
8 /27 /01 (postage f w p a t c ^ w d e r ) [ ,$.1..1.rOO.. 

r 8 /28 /01 (postage j $ 1 4 . 0 0 ] 
1 0 / 1 9 / 0 1 { n e w s l e t t e r ) I .1113-441 

S u b - T o t a l ; $ 9 1 5 , 4 2 ; 
Trai l Maintenance 

.^6/24/01 (Hqo(3er-::-stile supp ] $ 6 9 , 3 3 ; 
8 / 24 /01 ( G r a y — p a i n t ) J $22.9§. 
9 / 1 4 / O r ( g r i pho i s t ) [ $ 1 0 3 1 . 1 5 

...Ll.P.''.?<01.. . (G f?y~?harpen saw blades) : 

.,ll,1/13M,.UVmber and rebar) i 
; Sub -Tota l 
; DonationSi'Oues 

$ 1 3 . 5 6 
$ 2 9 . 6 4 

$ 1 1 6 6 . 6 3 

KTA Dues 
; Delaware^Streiams Coal i t i^ 
Lower Susquehanna Greenway 

$25. op; 

$25.06̂  
Sub -Tota l S75.00 

T O T A L EXPENS 

ENDING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/01 

. $ 2 1 5 7 . 0 5 

$ 2 8 5 3 . 7 1 

: CD — 30-month f ) 6 , p 6 % j < ^ ; $ 3 0 2 6 , 1 9 
J C D — 2 4 : r n o n * j§) 6 ,81%^ d ^ ^ ; $ 3 6 7 1 . 8 4 
.I.CP..—6:.mqn|h 4,2^^ _; $ 3 2 3 3 . 9 1 

T O T A L A S S E T S O F M-DTS, INC. A S O F 12 /31 /01 $ 1 2 7 8 5 . 6 5 


