
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER January 1999 

IN THfS ISSUE 
Membership Renewal Form enclosed 
Proposed Revision of M-DTS Constitution: Approval of Membership required P L E A S E V O T E 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, January 31 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, January 31 

Work Party: Meet at parking lot on Paddrick Road, off Rte 623, just south of the Broad Creek Bridge. We will be 
doing trail work in tlie Broad Cresfe area. Tools needed inclwde msKocks, bmd S3^\. pruners. Braia work 
gloves, lunch and a bevera^ (FRJOI Scwtto^ PA & IMam^re. Czr pod at Pericns,. Rt 41 iiear Rt I at 7;,45 am) 

Members Meeting: Will be heM «n the Re^rvalicm HeadqiMtrters feuikfeg at Bsoad Cmsk SaiMil Rraervataoiii. 

Directions: From South or East: From US Rt 1, at traffic light I 7 mi soulbxix^ of Conowingo Oam. turn north on MD Rt 623 
"'^r 4.1 mi to just before Broad Creek bridge. Turn left onto Paddrick Rd and park on r i ^ t for the workpart> For the meeting. 

jntinue on 623 (across Broad Creek) for 1 mile. Turn left on Susquehanna Kail Rd (gnnri) for J 1 m i : turn left at the scout 
sign into Broad Creek Scout reservation and park on the right at the headquarters building, our meeting site. 
From York area; Go south on I-S3. Get off at e.xil 1 (Shrcusbun) and go east on Rt 851 for about 3.5 mi to Stcwartstown. Turn 
south on Rt 24 (becomes 23 in Md) About 5 miles south of Slc%\artsto\\n. turn left on Rt 136 Follow Rt 136 for 15.5 miles 
Turn left on Prospect Rd for 0.2 miles then right on Deep Run Road for 1 0 mi. Turn right on Susquehanna Hall Rd 
and after 0.7milc. turn nghi into liic Scout Rosenal;oii and p.irk on the riglu for the inccung For the uorksitc. continue on 
Susquehanna Hall Rd 1,1 nule Tuni right on Md Rt 623. and just south of the Broad Creek bridge turn right onto Paddrick Rd 
and park on the riglit. 
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$$ 1999 M-DTS MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE $$ 
Your 1999 Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. membership dues are now (hie. The dues 

form is included in this mailing.- Please include your email address, if you hax-e one, for quick 
communication in case of trail problems, wvrk site changes etc. An addressed, return envelope is 
enclosed for yoiu-eomenience. We hope you will continue to support M-DTS. 

PROPOSED REVISION OF M-DTS CONSTITUTION 
The M-DTS Constitution has been reviewed by a committee headed Ron Gray %vith input from the 

Board of Directors. Amendments to the Constitution must be appro%cd by the membership. Tlie proposed re\Tsion 
and update of the M-DTS Constitution is inducted in this newsletter (page 6) along with explanaton- matter on 
page 5 Please \e and return the ballot, (and your ekes), m the envelope prm idedL 

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 18,1998 M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING 
Tlic meeting was held in Gifford Pindbot Stale Paik following the wmk party. Members present were 

president Jim Hooper, secretary Yvonne Bbdes and Tamer Daiden, Tal Bnnrer, Jeff Short Ron Gray, Rick 
Maerkcr, Jim Trautmaa. Ken TninWe. Pat O Etell. Richard Wincmiller and Wanen and Vivian Da\ics-

The minutes of the August 2, 1998 members' meeting were approved as dradated. 
Tlie secretary rqported that there arc now 177 members (houselxrids) phis an additional 20 family 

members of M-DTS She I m prcpansl a mcinbcrship diiaaory-that was sent lo the acthc members EMia copies 
arc available for those %vlio want one. 

Treasurer's Report 
Man. Bleecker submitt^ the following treasurer s report for the period from August 2 to OcH*cr 16_ 

1998. 
Income E.xpcnscs 

Membership dues (1 new, 2 renewals) S45.00 July nc^vslelter (printing + postage) 14885 
Map sales 16S50 Sepi • 139.39 
Patch sale 2.00 Printing brochures & directory 32 99 
Interest 1122 Trail maintenance costs 75 16 

$226.72 Administrative costs 41 16 
KTA dues 25.00 

$462.55 
Balance as of 8/2/98 $5093.09 
Income minus expenses 8/2-10/16/98 -23583 
Balance as of 10/16/98 $4857 26 

Trail Reports 
Western Section - Coordinator: Ron Gray' 

At today's work party, 20 miles of the M-DT was rdtecd from tl»e wcsicni terminus at ^̂ TiisJcy Springs 
tluough to the east boundary of Gifford Pinchot State Park as well as dippnng and dcaii-up along the trail m 
the park 
Ron Gray reports that the Messiah College Outing Club (Grantham, PA) lias agreed to maintain the proposed 
relocation of the M-DT into State Game Land No. 242. The section will be about 7 miles. 
Ron Gra> and Richard Wincmiller have refreshed the blazes between SGL 181 and Otter Creek. 
Pat O'Dell has trimmed back the encroaching rhododendron along Oakland Run. 
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Central Section - Coordinator: I H P ' D e l l ^/tfttJKtKt^ 
• Yvonne Blades reports that the M-DT along Mudd\ Creek is blocked by a scries of blowdowns where the trail. 

lca\es tlie ridg; and descends to Coal Cabin. The bridge that the dirt bikers built is in dangerous condition 
and should be repaired or removed. 

• Rick Maerker and Ted Browcr scouted Ted's proposed M-DT relocation north of Broad Creek. The first stage 
is from Broad Creek to Line Bndgc Road. It would likely have to cross a short stxtion of private land The 
new landowner will be contacted. Rick has consulted Rodney Stark of PECO for appro\l for the section of 
the relocation that will be on PECO land Due to PECO reorganization, there will be a new PECO contact for 
M-DTS for the west side of the Susquelianna River. 

• Willi regard to the ownership of the "old wooden jî ank bridge" (Map 6, mile 3.2 west to east) south of the 
Broad Creek boat launch, Mr. Stark said it is not PECOs and may have been psat of the old Flmtville Road. 
The new cottage owner nearby would like a vehicle bridge there 

• Yvonne Blades had the ptois for the new Maryland DOT bndge over Broad Creek. It is a steel girder, 
concrete deck type bridge with t\TO 11 -foot lanes and ^vo 3-fix)it shoulders. The north end is rKiIigned 10 feet 
to the west. Work is on schedule and is due lo be comjrfcted b\ Nm 30, 1998. The M-DT crosses the bndge. 

• The Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenwiay Storing Committee now plans lo extend the existing greenway. 
that runs south from Conowingo dam. along the route of the M-DT in Su.squclianna State Park all the way 
through to Lapidura Road This would be ' uaimproved grccmvay". the existing trail without widening or 
adding a stone surface The route will be maited by posts with the Grccnway logo Official opening will bo 
on National Trails Day in June 1999. Yvonne Blades w âlked the route with the park manager and 
reprcsentati\s firom the Greenway and Maryland Dept of Natural Resources on September 11. 

Eastern Section - Coordinator: Rick Maerfcer 
• The Wilmington Trail Club will hold a work hike on the M-DT in Elk Neck State Forest on Sunda}. 

No\ember 22. 
• Ed Yaliso\ will reroute the M-DT in the Four Seasons de\elopraent south of Iron Hill to avoid close contact 

with houses. 
• Rick Maerker and Yvoime Blades met with Charles Robinson of the Ifancfeld National Golf Course and 

Housing Development in August and walked sections of his Stcnning Manor Grccnways. Mr Robinson is 
interested in connecting his grccnway to the White Clay Creek preserve. (This would make an attractne 
potential route for the M-DT- however the new h<)me-owncrs would have to approve ) Rick attended a picnic 
at Hartcfeld in October and had the opportunity to talk to landowners and neighbors about M-DTS Also 
present was Al Matlack, active with Hockcssin Grccnw-jys. who is interested m a greenway connection 
between Hockcssin and White Clay Creek Preserve. 

Other Business 
Map Distribution - Jim Hooper will send 10 M-DTS map/guides to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club 

for sale. 
Contributions - A request was receiv ed from Dorothy Miller of the Coalition for Natural Stream Valleys. 

Inc for a contribution toward expenses in honoring Senator Tom Sharp, in appreciation of his leadcrslup role in 
the Delaware state acquisition of the 500 acre Judge Moms propertv. It was moved by Rick Maerkcr, seconded by 
Jeff Short that M-DTS contribute $50 Approved. 

Trailblazer Award - At the first annual banquet of the Lower Susquehanna Heritage Grccnway. Inc.. 
held September 29 in Port Deposit, Yvonne Blades was presented with a Trailblazer avv̂ ard recognizing the work of 
M-DTS on the North Park Trail in Havre de Grace. The citation reads: 'Trcscnted to Yvonne Blades for the manv 
hours spent in tlie woods and on the trails, and for organizing the many volunteers of the Mason-DLxon Trail Club 
Svstcm." 

.' Nest Meeting - If approval is received the work party will begin work on a major relocation north of 
Broad Creek along the Susquehanna River. Otherwise trail maintenance work south of Broad Creek will be done. 
Tlie work party will meet at 9:00 am at Paddrick Road parking area. The members" meeting will be held at 2:00 
pm at the Broad Creek Scout Reservation Headquarters. 

Adjournment- The meeting was adjourned at 3; 15 pm 
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EXPLANATORY MATTER REGARDING PROPOSED REVISIONS TO M-DTS 
CONSTITUTION. 

Article VI 

Amendments 

Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by the board of Dircaors, or by written petition, signed 
b> not less than 20 members in good standing, and delivered to the secretaiy The text of any proposed 
amendment and the initiating petition, if any, shall be mailed to each corporation member, together with a cop> of 
this Article VI, accompanied by any explanatory matter deemed advisable b> the Board and a ballot form. Votmg 
shall be by mail. All ballets signed by corporation members in good standmg and received by the sccrelarv within 
30 days after the date of issue as abo%c prcnided sliall be ctHmied by thn^ meinb^ of tte board appointed by the 
president and a two-thirds majority of tiie ballots sliall determine the ad{^}lion <rf tbe proposed amcndmenL 

Proposed Rnisioas 

In Article I - Name and ParpcKC - wording aet end of paragra|& ID l o d M pnmmy objective shnii be lo 
develop the Mason-Dixon Trail Si^em 

In Article IB - sutetitutc conservation practices for conservation techniques Substitute backcountry 
cleanliness necessary to retain the natural state of the trail and its environs for tockcountn- cleanliness methods 
designed to retain Uie natural sate of the trail and adjommg environs Tlicse changes make our objectives clearer 

Articles II and 111 are the main thrust of the changes to more fairly establish the governing bodv'. We have 
not been follouing tlie original constitution as it was wriuen so we have praposed Artkks I I and IK as you 
them in llie new projBsaL We arc {Koposing to drt^ tM: secorsl vies presKfcitt and add the three Trail doirs 
Instead of a reprcsenfatnc frwn each maintaming dnb %vc propose to dcct a drrector at large from each of the 
states, Pennr*Ivania, Delaware and Maryland through which the trail passes 

Articles IV, V, and VI have no proposed changes. 

Please vote on the proposed revision of the M-DTS Constitution on the ballot at the bottom of the 
membership dues form and return in the envelope provided. 
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1998 FINANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 
OPEN«NJG BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 1/1/98 $2461.31 

iNCOME 
Dues/Donations (130 "old"; 23 "new") $2953.50 
Maps/Guides (~ 104 sdd) $ 1117.00 
Patches $2.00 
Interest $42.22 
TOTAL INCOME $ 4 1 1 4 . 7 2 

EXPENSES 

Adminisuation 

Newsletter 
1/21/98 $70.04 
4/17/98 $83.74 
8/21/98 $148.85 
10/1/98 $139.39 
Sut>-Total $442.02 

1/16/98 $41.81 
1/16/98 $105.40 
1/28/98 $8630 
2/4/98 $44.10 
2/5/98 $11.65 

2/28/98 $73.50 
3/1/98 $33.13 
3/1/98 $6.24 

3/20/98 $11&30 
8/2/98 $2fi.99 

8/21/98 $14.60 
8/22/98 $6.00 
8/30/98 $27.16 

10/24/98 $5.00 
1Z/4/98 $66.50 
12/8/98 $9.12 
Sub-Total $675.20 

3/13/98 $40.26 
5/17/98 $41.17 
6/18/98 $23.23 

8/2/98 $9.00 
8/30/98 $66.16 
Sub-Total $179.82 

Donations/Dues 
KTA Dues $25.00 
American Hiking Society $25.00 
Havre de Grace Museum $10.00 
KTA—purchase of step #190 $100.00 
CoalitJon far Streams & V^leys $50.«) 

Sub-Total $2 iaO0 

Trail Maintenance 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

ENDING BALANCE tN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/98 

CO - SOHmonth @ 5.73%. due 8/lZ/OO 

$ 1 5 0 7 . 0 4 

$ 5 0 6 8 . 9 9 

$2628.44 

TOTAL ASSETS OF M-DTS, INC. AS OF 12/31/98 I $ 7 6 9 7 . 4 3 ] 


