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T he Conowingo Dam lies at the
fall line of the Susquehanna. 
It is at the furthest point up 

the river that Capt. John Smith was
able to travel. It is near were he meets 
with the Susquehannock Native 
Americans on the eastern shore of the 
Susquehanna. He was very short and
described the Natives as eight foot tall.

There were several bridges at the
site before the dam. The first one was
a covered bridge built in 1818. In order
to build the dam, the last Conowingo
Bridge was torn down. The dam was
built between 1924 and 1928. 

After 9-11, the security people
asked that the trail be moved from its
location near the power plant. It was
moved to the Shures Landing Rd. We
finally got approval to move it off of
the roads. The relocation that we are
working on in May is on a hill between
Fisherman’s Park and Shuresville Rd.
This is where a village for the workers
constructing the dam was. It had 
barracks and a mess halls. They
housed 3,800 men who worked on the
dam. Now the area is a forest. Very
few remains of the village are visible. 

Below Fisherman’s Park, the trail
follows an old railroad. This railroad
was built to haul equipment and 
material to the dam site so that 
the dam could be built. It is now 
abandoned with some rails still visible.
Both the Mason-Dixon and the 
Greenway follow the railroad bed to
Susquehanna State Park.

Photo of Dam Construction Courtesy of the Hagley Museum & Library, 
Dallin Aerial Survey Company, 1927

Present aerial view with proposed relocation in red
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FISHERMAN’S PARK
As stated elsewhere we finally got
approval to take the trail off of the
roads between Fisherman’s Park and
the Conowingo Visitors center. Dave
Linthicum started this effort just after
9-11 when the dam security people
kicked us off of the old route near the
power plant. The May work trip will be
to build this relocation.

QUARRY RELOCATION
The effort has been held up since last
year due to the lawyers needing to
approve the agreement. There are
signs of movement but no schedule of
when the approval will come thru.

ICE STORM
The ice storm in York County did
major damage to the trail. We have
spent around 250 hours clearing the
blow downs and still have more work
to do. Several times, we have had
multiple chain saw crews coming from
different directions to clear the blow
downs. One thing we have to do is go
back thru and reblaze the trail since
some of the downed trees have blazes
on them.

PRINCIPIO DEVELOPMENT
The land between Red Toad Rd and
Belvadere Rd has been posted no
trespassing except for the section that
goes thru the development. Multiple
attempts to resolve the issues with the
Stewart Properties have failed.

President’s Message

The spring meeting of the Mason-Dixon Trail System will be at the Conowingo Dam Visitors Center
which is located at 4962 Conowingo Rd (US Rte 1), Darlington, MD 21034. The meeting will be
preceded by a worktrip that will build a new section of trail from Fishermans Park (below the dam)
to Shuresville Road (near Conowingo Village) eliminating a dangerous roadwalk on Shureslanding
Road. If you are participating in the worktrip, please arrive about 8:45 so that teams can be 
organized and ready to work at 9:00. The first task is to dig a trail into the side of the 100' high hill
at Fishermans Park and the second is to clear a trail from the top of the hill through the woods to
Shuresville Road. Tools for digging the sidehill will be provided and some loppers and handsaws 
will also be available for clearing the trail, but if you bring your own loppers that would ensure 
tools for everyone. Please bring your own water, lunch, gloves, appropriate footwear (boots), and
eye protection.

Around 12:00 everyone will return to the Visitors Center for lunch followed by the meeting at 
12:30 which anyone may attend.

Meeting and worktrip directions:
From the north: Drive south on US Rte 1 across Conowingo Dam and then turn right into the 
Visitors Center parking lot 0.3 mi from the end of the dam.
From the south: Drive north on US Rte. 1. After passing MD Rte 623, Castleton Road (Chesapeake
Harley Davidson will be on your left), continue driving north on US Rte 1 for 1.3 mi and then turn
left into the Visitors Center parking lot.

Quarterly Meeting
and Work Hike 
Sat, May 17, 2014

Hike:
8:45 am
Meeting:

12:00 pm

Mason-Dixon Quarterly Meeting and Work Hike

GAME LANDS
There is a regulation saying that any
groups utilizing the PA Game Lands
that are greater than ten people
require a special permit approved by
the Regional Area Manager. I am only
aware of one time that it was enforced
but it is a game land regulation.
Another regulation requires wearing
orange during a hunting season.
Spring gobbler season is May 3-13.
For the special permit see
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/ser
ver.pt?open=514&objID=1727401&
mode=2

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1727401&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1727401&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1727401&mode=2
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Have You Renewed Yet?
Interested in Joining?
2014 M-DTS MEMBERSHIP DUES
� Annual dues for renewing members are $7.00.
� Dues for new individual members are $25.00 
(Includes M-DTS map set and patch)

� Many of our members choose to provide additional 
annual support at $10, $15, $20.

� Annual dues for member clubs and organizations are $25.00.
� Some member clubs and organizations have provided 
support of $50 or $100.

� Life membership is $250.

Please make your check payable to: Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc.

Enclosed is my check for $________________ for 2014 dues payment.

In addition to collecting dues, we are also trying to update contact 
information for all members. Please list below your current contact 
information and submit this form along with your dues payment. 
Thanks!

Name:

Club/Organization:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

We welcome any comments or suggestions you may have.

Please send this form and check to:
Frank Kempf, Treasurer
Mason-Dixon Trail System Inc.
2174 Esbenshade Rd.
York, PA 17408



The M-DTS Newsletter is published about four weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTS board meetings held annually. 
Submissions are welcomed.

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. is a non-profit all-volunteer, service-oriented association of trail clubs and individual
hikers that has as its purpose the use and conservation of the backcountry through the development of new trails in the
mid-Atlantic states. The nucleus of M-DTS is the 193-mile Mason-Dixon Trail which passes through historic and scenic areas
of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware.

New members are welcome. To join, send $25 (which covers cost of M-DT maps and patch) to:
Mason-Dixon Trail System
Frank Kempf
2174 Esbenshade Road
York, PA 17408
Thereafter, the annual fee is $7. Life membership is available for $250.
Visit the Mason-Dixon Trail web site at: www.masondixontrail.org

MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM
Rob Campbell, Secretary
811 Marvell Drive
York, Pennsylvania 17402 

Sat, May 17, 2014
Hike: 8:45 AM
Meeting: 12:00 PM
See page 2 for details

NEXT
MEETING
Mason-Dixon
Quarterly
Meeting 
and Work Hike


