
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M - D T S N E W S L E T T E R November, 2010 

M-DTS Quarterly Hike and Meeting 
Saturday, December 4, 2010 

The York Hiking Club Cabin is the Meeting Site for Both Events: 

Our fate faff hike features one of the most celebrated sections of the 
Mason-Dixon T r a i t 

Our mornirjg hike wiH cover abmA 6.5 mites of scenic Mason-EJton TfarJ from Apollo 
Park south lo the York Hiking Club Cabin near OKcr Creek Cro^ng (see M-DTS map 
4). This porlfort d the M-D Trait includes lands now owred by Ywft County Parks and 
the PA. Division of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNCR), and indudes two 
splendid views of the Susquehanna River. Hikers will gather at the York Hiking 
Cabin at 8:45 a.m. and car shuttle from there to the start of the hike. Bring your 
lunch for social lime following the hike, and we hope all who are interested in the 
workings of the organization will stay for the Board Meeting. The quarterly meeting will 
begin at 2:00 p.m., and persons attending just the meeting are welcomed and 
encouraged to bring a (unch and arrive at the catjin by 1.00 a.m. to loin the hikers for a 
sociai time before the meeting-

Driving Directions to the Yori< Hiking Cabin; Heading north on Rte 425 from the Otter 
Creek Campground, in 3/10ths of a mile, the entrance to the York Hiking Club parking 
area and cabin will be on your right near a sharp bend in the road at the circled "p". 
From the South: Cross the Susquehanna River on Hwy 1, turn right on Rte. 74 (Deiat 
Road) to Ain/ille. At Ain/ille turn right on Rte 425 (Furnace Rd.) Stay on Rte 425 as it 
descends lo the Susquehanna, crosses Otter Creek and passes Otter Creek Camp 
Grounds. In 3/10lhs of a mile the entrance to.the York Hiking Club parking area and 
cabin will be on your right near a sharp bend in the road (map 4, e-w 0.3 mi. at the 
circled "p" on the map). 
From the North: From Wrightsvilie, take Rte 625 S. to Cfaley.(aboul 6 miles), turn left 
on Rle 425 (New Bridgevttle Road). About 2.5 mi. stay on Rte 425 when if turns (eft at 
Furnace Road. About six miles Rte -125 descends lo.the border with the Susquehanna 
and the York Hiking Club entrance drive way is on the left. On M-DTS Trail Map 4, the 
Yori< Hiking Club is at the circled p near the red dolled line just north of the Otter Creek 
Campground, 



MASON-DIXON T R A I L S Y S T E M INC 

President JimHwpef 

Vice President Ron Pay 

OhwrtOT - Pcnnsyivania Rob Campbell 

D i i « » r - Marytow!-. Open 

Dlremw- Delaware............ Yvonne Blades 

Trail Coordinators: 
Weaem Seclion Ron Gray \ 

^S^^^^PfPPi^^^3ndy Kelly 

The M-DTS NcwslcHcr is published about 
four weeks in advance of each of ihc four M-
DTS merribcrs' meetings/work parties held 
annually. Submissions ore welcomed. Mail or 
canail to edhor. (See addmss above.) 

n « Mason-Dixon Trait System, Inc. is an a!l-
volumeer, scrvicc-oricmed association of traU 
clubs and individual hikers thai has as its 
purpose the use and conservation of the 
backcountry through Uic development of new 
ttaiis in the mid-Atlantic stales. The nucleus of 
M-DTS is the 193-n)tle Mason-Dixon Trail 
which passes throu^ hi^ork and scenic areas of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Iklawarc. 

New members are welcome. To join send $19 
(which covers cosi of M-DT maps and patch) lo 

Masoa-Oixon Trail System, Inc 
I Maerker 

Tteeafio-. the annu 
Ufe n^mbcrriirp is available fw $250. 

Vi^ to Mason Dixon Trail web site at! 
^ s 9wwaoasoDdixontrail.org 

Minat€s of June 19,2010 
M-DTS Board and Members Meeting 

Mason-Dixon Trail System Qoartely Meeting was called to order by 
President Hoopw ai 1:30 p.in. on J U I K 19,2010 at the Hojper Farm. 
Members pre^nt: Charles Albia, Bob Beraicti. Yvonne Blades, Rob 

Campbell, Ron Gray, Jim Hooj^, Joyas Hoopea', 

The Treasurer's Report Rick Maesker reporled by mail s banning 
quarterly checking account balance as of 1/19/10 of $1618.59 and an income 
during the period of S2917 from manbership dues, sale of n»aps/guides, 
patches, T-shins, and expenses during the period of $975.68 related to trail 
maintenance, production and maiiing of the jffiwsletler, priming of M-DTS 
brochures, refreshments in conjunctba with the Nationaj Trails Day 
celchratfoas. and production of the teltets for election of ofRcers. leaving an 
ending quarterly checking acomnt bslance on 6/19/10 of $3560.02. Ron 
Gray moved acceptance of the report. The motion passed unanimously, pending 
the regular audit. 

Report on the .Tune S National Saeme Trail CeteferatioB 

The Nattonal Park's ceremony at 1 ;30 p.m. Sattanttay, June 5 at Urey Overlook, 
near Otter Creek, honoring the national recreation trail dcsignatron marked an 
important moment in the history of the traQ. Good attendant and formal 
presentations by tl«; National Parks rqjresentatives made it a memorable 
occasion, and IRne weather enhanced the alrrady festive irood. The Park Sffl̂ fce 
prUsed this MJ-miJe seclion of tJ» 193-mite Mason-SWjtoB Trail that follows I I K ; 
lower Susquehanna River from Wrlghlsville to the Norman Wood Bridge, its 
beautiful views, deep ravines with mterfalJs, and several big climbs and 
descents to where streams have carved out canyons in the river hills. The 
national representatives noted that the trail accentuates the beauty of the area 
without irhpiijging on its natural environment, and they praised highly those vAio 
fashioned Iht tr^t for their work. A day prior to the event The York Dispatch 
ran a feature artitte. by John Walk on the nationat avuard and the event fKM»riiig 
it.^ 

To commemorate the designation the Park Service offers for purchase 3.5" by 
3.5'* and 8" by 8" inch signs that call attention to the distinctfen accorded this 
section of trail. In discussion of this offer, the (pKstkjn was raised whether to 
nfKxJify our cunrrat Mason-Dixon signs to give the name a higher profile. Also 
proposal was thai -m display togeiher. in appiopriale locatitMjs. the National 
Park Service sign and our existing Mason-Dixon sign. 

It was dccWed thaf we purchase two of t l« larger National Park signs to post at 
the north and south ends of the 3D mile designated trail and purchase several of 
the smaller tMtianal park signs to place at interim spots. Areas recommended for 
signs were High Point. Wrightsvilie entry, the entrance into the woods at H t ^ 
Point from the south, one althe top of High Point. a»J one at the bottom of 
Klines run. Ron Gray proposed that vre purchase ten small signs and two large 
one. The motitMt passed. 



Committee Reports: 
T-Shlrts: Joyce Hooper distributed the designs proposed for the shirts. The one 

submitted by B&T Sports was chosen. A 3% discount is offered for an order of 45 or 
more. Stitching of the logo may be on front or back (?). And order of forty-ei^i can 
specify a selection of both kinds. And order of four dozen hats, twenty each for the two 
choices for logo format, with a purchase price for members of $20.00. The color options 
for the hats arc green and brown. 

Maps: R<A Campbell has received Mason-Dixon Trail files lo 5cnd lo DCNR for 
their web site. 

Mason Dixon Trail Web Site: Mike Callabrese ha."! provided a distance 
calculator for the Mason-Dixon web site. It is the la,st entry in the web site, Mike 
cautioas: "Please nrtake sure that Javascript is enabled on your browser in order for 
this application to work properly." 

Meetings 
a) Charlie Albin reported that Wrightsville's Comprehensive Pfanning Committee has 
discussed a plan to upgrade the water front to include a relocation of the M-DTS to 
along the river. Support exists frotri local businesses. 

b) York County Study. Support exi,sts from local businesses for a York County Trail 
Study. The administration for York Couniy,ha«.thc funds needed lo study all the tntils. 
We need lo be kept advised of this activity. 

Announcements 
The second Super Hike will be held on the first weekend after Labor Day. It will be 
.s'lighlly longer lhan the inaugural last year. The Trail Dawgs' annual Longest Day run on 
ihc Mason-Dixon Trail along the Sii.squchanna is being run as we meet. 

At 3:47 there being no funhcr business the chair cnteilatncd a motion to adjourn, and il 
was passed without debate. 

Editor's Note: Minutes of Board Meetings of the Mason-Dixon Trail System only 
become ofTiciai documents when the version that appears in the newsletter i,s reviewed at 
the following board meeting and where necessary coiTCCtcd. The corrcclcd version • 
becomes the minutes as a legal document. 

:: 



Minutes of September 12,2010 
M-DTS Board and Members Meeting 

President Hoop« called the meeting to order at 2:23 p.m. at the Conowingo Visitor 
Center. Members present: Ron Gray. Ron Green. Jim Hooper, Joyce Hooper, Cindy 
Kelly. Skip Newcomer. 

Approval of Agenda 

The proposed agenda was distributed and accepted without out amendment or addition. 

Delay in review of rainutjes from the June 14,2010 meeting 
The minutes of the June meeting were not reviewed or approved due lo the absence of the 
current secretary. 
Motions: The following motions were made during the mojttng: 

1. Ron Gray moved to approve the spending of no mote liian $3000.CX) to 
reconstruct the bridge across Sawmill Run. The move was seconded by Ron Green and 
approved unanimously. 

2. Joyce Hooper moved to approve our pricing for the Mason-Dixon hats 
purchased by the clothing committee for sale. The motion was scamdal by Ron Gray 
and passed by unanimous vole of the Board. 

3. Jo^e Hooper moved to purchase a M-DTS banner for display at functions 
similar to the PA Super Hike. The cost will not exceed $25.00. Ron Gray seconded the 
motion and passed by unanimous vote of the Board, 

Other Items of Business 

Treasurer's Report: Jim Hooper presented the report submitted by treasurer. Rick 
Macrker. The recoastruction of tlie bridge across Sawmill Run is a major expen.se facing 
the organization. 

National Recreation Trail: Jim Hooper proposed Chat we apply for national recrcalional 
trail status for the section of trail from Norman Wood Bridge past ihe Muddy Creek area. 
With the full approval of the Board. Jim has agreed to coordinate the effort. 

Coordinating Efforts with Lower Susquehanna Heritage Grecnway (LSHG): Jim Hooper 
related that he, Ron Gray, and Ron Green met with Mary1BlHHB||^executive director 
of the Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway (LSHG). They planned to share 
Geographic Information System (GIS) data for more accurate mapping, pursue off-road 
relocations for portions of the trail in Cecil and Harford Counties, and share signs where 
both trails coincide. 



Off-Road Routings sought for section of trail in York County. Jim Hooper informed the 
board thali^fl|||pB||||pi of the York County Visitors Bureau is conducting a masler 
study of York Counfy Trails and will make suggestions on how to move the MDTS off 
the roads where i l cmtsmly is not so. 

Affiliation with tbs American Hiking Society Under Consideration: Jim Hooper asked 
everyone lo research the American Hiking Society and deteiTOine whether a club 
membership would he advantageous. 

Shared Signage Option: Cindy Kelly md Ron Green provided an update on efforts lo 
share signage with the North Park Lxiop and Lower Susquehanna Greenway Trail. 
Further discussion is necessary to standardize the marking. 

Coordinating with Youth Groups: Skip Newcomer discussed thebcnerils of engaging 
local youth groups in the maintenance of ti^ii sections. Concerns were raised over the 
scope of the work. Skip will work lo limit the scope and etBurc that the necessary 
oversight is on-site. _ 

Trail Marking in Otter Creek Campground. Ron Gray noted that there were mis-
markings of the trail where is passes through the Otter Creek Campground. Ron in 
conjunction with mainlainers will monitor the area and work with Otter Creek 
Campground lo maintain conect blazes. 

Closing Announcements: Jim Hooper encouraged all members lo seek ways lo advertise 
the M-DTS. Jim notaJ thai our web master, Dwayne Shrcvc, has requcntcd more of a 
partnership between our organization and local biking clubs concerning trail 
maintenance. 

Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. by President Hooper. The next general meeting 
will be at 2:00 p.m. on 4 December 2010 at the York Hiking Club Cabin. 

Minnies Submitted by Ron Green 

Editor's Note; Minulcs of Board Meetings of the Mason-Dixon Tmil System only • 
become official when the version thai appears in ihe newsleller is reviewed at the 
following board mccliiig and where necessary corrected. The corrected version becomes 
the minuics as a legal documenl. 



Some Up-dates and Items Since Oor Last Meeting 

GIS Pata Base for the M-DTS: A GIS databa^ for the Mason-Dixoa Trail develoi»d 
by Rob Campbell and his stucteots is now in place ai^i may be consulted by referencing 
the following ^ s ^ : E}qptorePATraiIs.eMi I>> citec^ oat tiiis usefol md 
interact!^ wdj site. 

An Extraordtaarv Map of the White Oav Creek Watersfced 
Benefitting j&om tte status of White Clay Credk as a N^<Hjal WiM and Scenic River 
within both the states of Etelaware and Pam^'lvania, the White Oay Cxsdi Mamg^a^ 
Coitmutte* has E ^ » ^ fiin&g from the Natkmd 
Map and Visitor Gtwie of extimmliimybeaitfyfflKlclari^. T t e n i ^ « f i ^ i ^ p i ^ o 
parklands agaii^a tm tedcground awi via^lizes the KaiKikrfrfe seqpe of the natural 
aiea. that includes three larklaiKis, J u ^ ^ Kfcmis B^te, Caipento Reen^on Area, awf 
MiddleRtm Valley (coioBty owned),dMare a^acaittto ttepre^ve iaDelawse. The 
pre^rve, vMeit inchides the ws*erstel in Pennsylvania wtare the Cte^ <»igiiMes, 
sports eleven iiwiependent trails systems within its piednxMit borders.. TTje Masin-Dixon 
Trail, vn&x its stream-side routing along the main stem of White Clay Ctosk fbat it closely 
borders, is maricai prominently by twelve circled red MD deeds, and it anchore tiie map 
system. Included as well in the t»?ochure are prized photographs by die nationdly 
distin^islMd nature piM>togr^ber,fl[^Hip^wlK> resides in a Pennsylvania portion of 
tte valley. Hie Imxshnre invites t h e ^ ^ ^ ^ s i t us on line at www.wfaiteclay.org." 

LOOP Hikes iBcorporating the Masoa-Pixon Trail 
Pr^deitt Hooper invites monbers to share with tiw membership fevorite loop hikes ttet 
incorporate a sectiim of the Mason-Dixon Trail. I f you have a favorite hike of this nature, 
you are esK ôuraged to provide a description of it and f o n ^ d it by email to any of die 
officers of your dioosing on Ihe list on the left tend column of irage 2. 

State of Delaware Trail Snmmit Conference - Sands HoteL Rehobotih, 
October 14 
Boh Bennett attended above conference. There were three conairrent morning sesi^ns 
and fotff concuitent afternoon sessions with a total of twenty-two presenters and a 
genml session titled "Tmil Sigvgf Riqport a n d R ^ k i n ^ ^ ^ y ^ t « s for Statewide Trail 
fim" mih two pesenters,4i|H|||^f^pbnM}^0H|BIIHH fiom the Dela^i^re 
Division of Parks and R^areatioriT Altlwugh it was fer too much information to digest 
witti any clarity, the Conference may serve in having idei^fied a bcoad range of topics 
and persoiB with recognized knowledge axxd autiiority in the varioiK areas to ̂ whom to 
turn whrare they lels^ to our concerns. For ê caniple, the assion m Trail Users included 
i^kespersons fitwn pedestrian, horse-back, and bicycle gnwijs. TTte spobesp^^rafor 
the session on Regional and Long Distance Trails were all officials: ^HHiflVBi 
WILMAPCO, for East Coast Greenw^^[^^^p[ | , St Div. of Parks and Rec., for 
the Northern Delaware Greaniway;^J|^^^^^^Newark Pa±s and Rec Dir for the 
Hall Trail; a n d f a H B j ^ H ^ ^ y ^ ^ f E c ^ l l n ^ ^ 1 ^ the C&D Cai^ Trail. 
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2010 RNANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 

a«flNG BM^ANK W aCCKING ACCOIWT AS Gf 1/19/10 I 

EXreNSES 

{Oues/ttonations (89 "old"; 51 "ne«*") 
M^/Sutdes (134 sokO 
Patches (24 sold) 
1 T-sNrts + 7 hats 
ContributiorB 
TOTAL mOUE. 

Administration 
1/14/10 yvome BMes (meK. exp. for 2nd haJf, 2 a » } > 
1/14/1 OJ»Ti Hooper (300 M-DTS brochires) i 
1 /14/10 Bob Benrwu (ballot e> )̂enses) 
1/14/10 Rick Maerker (Treas postage for 2009) 
4/1/10 Bob Berwiett (March newsltr expenses) ; 
4/10/10 Jim Hoc^r (postage and parking) [ 
5/26/10 Yvonne Btedes (mbwi dues,Mar,May nv«ltre) 
6/1/10 Jim Hooper (300 M-OTS broctitres) 
6/11/10 Robert Bennett (May rrewsletter) 
6/14/10 S»ah Tateosan (rfrshmnts Traits Day celeb) 
6/14/10 Joyce Hooper (rfrshmnts Trails Oay ceieb) 
8/7/10 Jim H o < ^ (300 brochures & blar* DVD) 
8/7/10 Jm Hooper (dowr^yment for hats) 
8/7/10 B & T %xjrtawear (54 caps/hats) 
9/2/10 Jim Hoc ĵer (300 brochures and envelopes) 
9/11/10 Dwayne Shreve irm4 intemet domsnn name) 
n /11 /10 J«n H ( x ^ (501 M-DTS ttfortures) 

Sub-Total 
Trail Maintensnce 
4/10/10 Jim Hoof^ for brush axe 
5/3/10 Ron Gray (diairtsaw iAade sharpenir^) 
5/13/10 Allen Britton (iamsated signs) 
G/1 /10 Jim Hoopw (1 gal. jmnt) 
6/29/10 American Trails (trail marker signs) 
8/7/10 Jm Hooper (new carburator for tveed whcfcr) 
n /11 /10 Ron Gray (mtrls to rebuiW Swml brdg) 

Donations/Dues 
7/12/10 KTA 2010-2011 (kies 

TOTAL E)«^SES 

EfC»K5 BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOWT AS OF 11/30/10 

S«A-Total 

Sub-Tot^ 

CD — 30-month 
CD — 24-month 

TOTAL ASffiSTS AS (MF 12/5/10 

> $1618.59 

$2697.00j 
$1343.611 

$i2aool 
$210,001 

$4338.61 

$99,871 
$62,011 
$11.94f 
$92.55| 
$78.75= 

$5,731 
$217.55 
$54.06; 

$110.45 
$35.00 
$81.34 
$7a50 
$60.00 

$725.22 
$56.88 
$30.51 

$103.87 

$1896.23 

$21.97! 
$25.44 
$43.75 
$35.27 
$74.00 

$126.62 
45.13 

$372.18 

$50.00 

$50.00J 
$2318.41 

$3698.79; 

$4248.04^ 
$5386.17i 


