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The M-DTS in Eastern CmM County 
is the ' 

Focus of the September 21, 2008 
Hike and iWeeting 

The froa Hill Museum, just South of Newark, DE on Old Baltimore Pike is the meeting 
site for botii the morning hike and the afternoon members/board meeting. Hikers need to 
meet between 8:15-8:30 a.m. to shuttle to the start of the 10 mile point-to-point hike from 
the eastern md of Elk Neck State Forest to the Museum. Bring lunch. The quarterly 
meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m., shortly after the anticipated arrival time of the hikers. 

T h e M o r r a n g H i k e 

The Mason-Dixon Trail from Elk Neck State Forest to the Iron Hill Miiseam 
Map 8 w-e: mi. 8.7 to mi. 16.4 and Map 9 w-e: mi 0.0 to mi, 2,6 

The area between the eastern end of Elk Neck State Forest and Iron Hill Park traverses 
from the Elk River/Chesapeake Bay watershed to the Christina River/Deiaware Bay 
watershed. It has no natural corridor to give it a rustic feel and IK> notable hills to afford 
impressive vistas. Yet what this hike lacks in sustained natural enviromnent, it makes up 
for in the sheer ingenuity of its mostly off-road charting and variety of venues. 

Directions: Coming from the north on 1-95 tsfce the Del, Rte 896 exit .sooth to cross over 
1-95 to head away from Newark. Coming from the south on 1-95 heading into Delaware 
from Maryland, take the first exit in Delaware, immediately after the Toll Plaza, onto 
Del. Rte. 896 heading south. At the first stop light turn right onto Old Baltimore Pike. 
In 8/lOths of a mile turn right into the graveled entrance to the Iron Hill Museum. The 
Museum building, a modest former school house, is set back about forty yards from the 
road and to the*̂ right in the grassy clearing, which is the parking area for visitors. 

Please note that the entrance to the Iron Hill Museum area is entirely separate from tlie 
entrance to Iron Hill Park. On Old Baltimore Pike you will pass two signs to Iron Hill 
Park. Very shortly after the second sign there will be an "Iron Hill Museum" sign and a 
right e.Kit lane for the Museum. Setting your odometer when you enter Old Baltimore 
Pike to measure 8/lOths of a mile and slowing down after the second sign far the park 
should prepare you for the sign to the Museum and the exit lane for the Museum which 
come rather abruptly. Additional information may be found at the Museum web site: 
http://www.ironhillmuscum.org/directions.htm. 
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MASON-DIXON T R A I L SYSTEM INC 

Treasurer Rick Maeiter 

Director - Delaware Yvonne Biades 

Trail Coordinators: 

Central Section volunteer needed 

Eastern Section volunteer n^ed 

The M-Dire Newslener is publishsai about four 
weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTC 
members* nwctings/woik parties held annually. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or email to editor. 
(See address under secretary above). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, bic. is an all-
volunteer, service-oriented association of trail clubs 
and individual hikers that has as its putpjse the use 
and conservation of the backcountry through the 
development of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 193-nule Mason-Dixon 
Trail which passes through historic and scenic areas 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware. 

New HBBBteS are wekonK. To join seod $15 
(wtikji tnciiKles cost of M-DT maps airf patdi) to 

Ivt^vB-Disou Tiiui Systeoi, IDC 
; , ffidcMaertm-

Tliereafter, the annual f«« is $5 
Life meirt>wdijp is availrfjie for $250. 

Visit the M-DTS web site M; 
www.masondixonfrail.org 

Minute June 15,2008 
M-DTS Board and Members Meeting 

President Hooper called tbe meetiug to order at 2.-00 p.m. at the York Hiking Club 
Cabin. Members present includ^i Bo Hopkiim, Ron Gray, Bob Bennett, Joyce 
Hooper, Rob Campbell, ai^ Yvonne Blades. 

Review of Minutes of the March I , 2M8 meeting as re<Mrded in the May 2008 
Newsletter 

Ron Gtay noted that in I1K entry under Trail Work in the Westem Section 
the reference to "op«i run" should be correct^ to read "Oakland Run" and that 
Rob Can îbeU stKiold Itt credited zkH^ tua m file Doa a o i i ^ ^ 
dose. Tbe miiHites were passed as rav^d. 

Treaairer's Report 
Urn treasurer's report \ws «x«^^ed siigect to audits 

T r a i l Reports 

Eastern Section - Eastern Terminî  at C^dds Ford to PeriTville. 
Coordinators: Oiesler and New Ci^e Counties: Yvonne BMes; 
CedlCwnty: Kevin Jon^ 

Yvoime Biades reported that the new 82 acre State Lii« Woods Conservation 
Coiridor (wvyw.keimettiandtmst.orgK w-hich is located in the vicinity of Burnt Mill 
Road and Old Kennett Pike (map 10: nii.5.6) is scheduled to open for public 
recreational u.se in 2(X)9. If the Mason-Dixon Trail is rerouted to include a section 
of the Preserve, Jim raised the issue of wither trails in the preserve will be 
designed to iiKlude equestrian use, iroting tbe consequence of wider trail corridors 
than pedestrian use requires. YvoniK noted that she had provided the Preserve 
administrator with a colored map of our prospective routing for the trail through 
the Preserve. Presently the area incitMtes only tteer trails. 

Yvonne noted that at a prior time we had routed the trail along a pipeline in this 
area, but difficulties with maintenance led then maintainer, Tttmer Dardai, to 
reroute the trail onto public road. Jim Hooper observed there will likely iKed to be 
some discussion with local laodjawoNsmpi^Af 0«f iea.sibiHty-jaady f̂or fcis 
rerouting. 

Yvonne reported that4lf||p||||H l̂ias been named the State Park's 
Administrator of the White Clay Creek Preserve, Peimsylvania section. Throng 
KTA (Keystone Trail Association) and other t^, we have benefitted frot}^//f 
interest in and support for the Ma^n-Dixon T i ^ , and look forward to 
assistance Msd support for the portion of tbe Mason-Dixon iiKluded in tbe 
Preserve. 

Bob Bennett reported that a new volunteer group, Friends of fejn Hill Park, has 
been formed in conjunction with tbe rropening of the Park, following a period of 
closure during which the New Castle County Division of Pa^ks and Recreation 
instituted policies aiKl upgraded conditions to revitalize this historic and 
geologically unique natural area. The Priemis Group should prove a valuable 
resource in helping to maintab the significant portion of the MaM)n-Dixon Trail 
included vrithin its boimdaries. 



Central Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12: 
Coordinator: Bo Hopkins 

Bo reported that there may be some federal grant money available to fond trail 
construction between Lapidum and Havre de Grace, but the State of Mar>'laiid is 
concerned that sensitive landscape in the proposed area may make it inappropriate for a 
trail. 

Bo informed that the Quarry on the north side of Rte. 40 bridge from Havre de Grace 
(map 7) has a new owner. While we may be able to get permission for the trail to go 
through it, the issue remakis om of liability, and secitring a trail tlirois^ there will 
require a multi-group effort. Harford County Council m e m b e r , w a n t s 
a multi-access trail. Ron Gray noted that there is a small drainage area that needs 
crossmg. Bo sugg^fe that tbe Susquehaima Greeaway Partnership 
(www.susquehatMiagreenwav.or^greenway) the Maryland Park Service take the lead 
in charting a route through or around the quarry, witli our being a supporting group in the 
effort. 

On moving mdre of our trail in Susquehaima State Park off road. Bo noted t h a t l U H l ^ 
our contact person widi the State Park Office, reports tliat a relocation of this kind within 
the Park is I D progress. 

Ron Gray noted another area in the Park referred to as Spur Six (map 6, e-w, 4.2.mi.), 
includes an unpleasant fall line section of trail for which we seek a rerouting. The 
planned new route will be easier to sustain, but its construction will involve some fancy 
rock work. A relocation is also plaimed in the vicinity of Rock Run (mi. 5.5 e-w). 

Ron also reports that Exelon [maps 5 and 6] is in the process of seeking renewal of its 
license for its Conowingo Hydroelectric Station and needs public support. Its 
administration may be amenable to requests from the Mason-Dixon Trail System for trail 
needs to enhance its case for renewal. 

Bo communicated the following items from Dave Linthicum regarding the trail section 
from Conowingo Dam to the State Line: Sections south of the line in the Broad Creek 
Scout Camp Ground (Map 6, e-w mi. 18.5) that were temporarily closed for work being 
done in the area, reportedly have been re-open^ recently, though their current status is 
unclear. Sections south of Broad Creek are seeing continued ATV use. The descent off 
of Bald Hill (Map 6, e-w mi. 16.9), an endangered Serpentine Barren, is eroded in places 
and over grown in others. Overgrowth continues south of there near Indian Lake 
Christian camp. Conditions south of Glen Cove need to be checked. 

Bo armounced Qiat he will be leaving the area in January to enroll in the graduate 
propam in Recreation and Park Management at Frostbiu-g State Univemty. His work for 
the Mason-Dixon Trail has been invaluable, and we express a heart-felt thanks for his 
contributions and wish him much success in his coming endeavors. 



Westem Section - Lock 12 to WTuskey Springs: 
Coordinator: Ron Gray 

Jim Hooper prcfac«i discussion with two short items of infonnalioa: 
Kayakers and fishem^ in the area of Muddy Creek are seeking the estabiisiimeat of a 
parking lot at tbe gauging station. 
'HHHjJH^^ friend to the Mason-Dixon, may be a resource in her new job with the 
Fish and Boat Commission. 

Ron Gray reeeived wmd tiiat the sectkM of the trail m the area of I t o ^ Mile W^r i is. 
frequently flo©<Mu^ Abo, Rem ae*ed tte Kfcel of iie trails sof^^'Ksr fm Ymk Cmmty 
Parks that Aprflo ftofc hm doabM in size airf a imm pmA^mg, mm, has fteea opened to 
accommodate sm iusa^a^ in us«rs. The mm mm is owse^l by m f&mm l i ie . Baok sifc. 
erosion poses a jMi^rfein fta-die teaU is tfie Apollo Pa* 

Jkn Hooper reported that he recently gave a presentation about the trail to local land 
owners, and he attended a constructive meeting held by the York Ccwnty Parks, that is 
working on a master plan. The effort of York County to declare eminent domain for 
three parcels in the defunct Larchniont Fanns is still in litigation. Jim expressed hope tliat 
township officials will walk through the property and lend suppOTt to the County's effort. 

Jim reported that the Pennsylvania Archeological Conservancy is the potential owner for 
a site next to Klines Run Park and that the property would be an attractive one for 
relocating the trail in this area. 

Regarding the game lands a-#ieRte 242 »ea, Jim reports that the administrators recently 
have shown a more cordial reception to our interest in routing our t i ^ o f f Rte 242 aM 
through the area than they had to our previous proposal several years oScki The game 
lands would afford approximately five miles on road where there is little housing. 

Jim noted a recent Keystone Trails Association meeting that addressed the matter of 
diplomacy when seeking to obtain trail protection. Persistence in seeing a desired 
routing and working with other organizations that share the given interest are essential for 
gaining desirable land protections. KTA also raised the question, "If a section of trail is 
abandoned, should abandonment include the obligation of restoring the trail to its pre-
trail condition?" 

Other Busings and Announcements 

T-Shirts: Rob Campbell received twenty-four shirts to have available for friends, 
supporters, and usew of the trail in his area. Nine shirts were donated to administrators of 
allied organizations. We currently have twenty-seven shirts still in stock from our most 
recent order [http://www.masondixontrail.org/tshirts.htm]. 

Shank's Mare Open House, August 3-4: Jim not©! that M-DTS will have display table 
in conjunction with Shank's Mare's celebration of its resources and its ties with the 



iegi«aal recreational communities. Discussion of our part in the event included plans to 
have sMtts available along with pictures and informational material for display and 

iOp-*Iat<rf series of mapst Rob proposed that changes in the trail since the last priiitiKg 
of maps warraals pticting a new edition. He will S « M I C the servi«;s of Cindy Tm^dale 
of Don Bljrter OffseJ; Printing, tlie printers of the previous two series, and Rob wM be 
calling on Ron, Jim, and Yvoime to assist Mm in tbe projecL Determination will need to 
be made regarding hem many of eadi numbered maps within the set will be prjitted since 
in our supply of present maps some seciioiis may not med updatmg. Rem Gray moval 
that Rob tegia the p-ocess of setting up the next series of nB|m md that an alloeMieai of. 
up to $7,4(D be made for this project. Marketing will follow when ma^- are received. 
The motion was carried unanimously. 

Responsibility when abandoning a portion of trail: Jim ncMed thai KTA has raised the 
following question regarding trail management. " I f a s^tioa «rf a trail is abandoned, 
should abandonment iiKlude the obligation to restore the trail to its pie-trail aMjditioB?" 

When other gpron^ spimsor hikes on the Ma^n-Dixon TraiL Joyce Hooper noted 
that it will a courtesy, when other groups like KTA aiMi the Trail Dawgs are planning 
events on the Masoo-Dixon Trail, Ihat they inform the M-DTS of their event in advance. 
Details of tbe "whcs, where, md how" for such a a>iniBanicalii» process will be 
discussed in more detailed in a fiilure meeting. 

Publicity for the Trail. The York County Parks produces a Newsletter which is an 
appropriate vehicle for drawing attention to the Mason-Dixon Trail. Rob Campbell has 
recently written an article on M-DTS for the publication. 

Equipment Purchases for Trail Construction and Maintenance. New equipment for 
trail construction and maintenance for which money has been allocated, as requested by 
Bo Hopkins, has not yet been purchased. Forty dollars has been allotted to Tim Schmidt 
for the purchase of a safety rope. 

Donation: Jim Hooper moved that we give a donation of SIOO.CK) to the York County 
Parks Foundation, which has been very supportive of our efforts. The motion was moved 
and passed unanimously. 

Tax Status for M-DTS. Jim Hooper recommended that we apply for a 501 © (3) tax 
deductible status so that gifts to M-DTS will be deductible for the donn^. An instance 
is the Appalachian Mountain Club's providing us with financial assistance in the 
purchase of a series of tax maps for properties from York County to the trail's westem 
terminus at Whiskey Springs. We need to get such maps for other areas of our trail 
because they are a great help visually when negotiating trail routing. 

Trail P«Mt M-DTS Decals: Yvonne Blades reported that our previous source for 
producing our M-DTS trail marker decals, the Delaware Division of Parks and 
ReCTeation, can still do so, and can produce them in square as well as circular forms. 



FINANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 

1PQ0HG BMMKE m CHEmm ACCOUNT AS O F 1 2 / 2 7 / 0 7 $ 5 3 8 3 . 5 9 

Dues/'Donations(108"old";22"new") i S1753.00 
MafK/Gifldes (-85 SOW) $607.50 
Patdtes (5 SOW) $10.00 
T-shits (11 sold) $165.00 
TOTVU.INCOI«C S 2 5 3 S . 5 0 

eO^NSES 
Administration i 
1 /3/08 (printtt̂  of new T-slarts) $ 1 7 6 . 0 0 

1/19/08 ( T - ^ ma«r« costs) $4.30 
2/1/08 (retsw of fosdwAfiwT-^wtmwiEigcoste $ T 6 . 4 Z 

2/1 /08 (matfĉ  costs foe guides to KTA) $5.37 
2/1 /08 (COR^ m 9/11/07 & 12/21 /07) $49.15 
2/19/08 ( e n v ^ ^ & pelage) $304.78 
3/25/08 (1000 M-OTStaodwres) $ 1 9 0 . 0 0 

5/5/08 (T-st*t maiiriB ams) $2.49 
5/5/08 (mafs ftom York fuming Comrnissiaii) $161.12 
5/29/08 (Feb A l ^m^ta s ) : Si 8 8 . 1 0 
6/18/09 (use of YlCortwi on 6/15) ' $ 6 . 0 0 

7/6/08 (dir«:tory ct̂ ^wg $ mair^ ccsts) $15.42 
7/8/08 (admm, costs $ T-^wt tnaang costs) ; S10.55 
8/19/08 (T-siwt maifc^ OBts) f ' $7.08 
8/31 /08 (1 om tajchires & mOa^ txisKs) $200 93 
9/7/08 (Sef*OTba-JKw*tta-) ; $152.00 
9/17/08 (postage Srlabete) ' " ; $104.58 
3/17/08 (c(Wtng & maiing 100 brodn*BS) $24.80 

Sub-Total 
Trail Maintenance 
3/2/08 (flagging & paint) $43.39 
7/6/08 Ron QBy for maart. sup^iK $ 16.12 
8/19/08 (sign, saw Wade, caution tape) $40.30 

Sub-Total 
Donations/Dues 
6/17/08 Yort: Co. Parks Foundation Claritable Trust $100.00 
6/18/08 KTA dues $50.00 

Si^otal 
I T O T A L E X P E N S E S 

B«)WG BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 9/21/08 

;CD — 30-month ... . . 
; CD —24-month 

T O T A L OP mJ!T% M C . A S O F 9 / 2 1 / 0 8 

$ 1 6 1 9 . 0 9 

$ 9 9 . 8 1 

$150.00 
$ 1 8 6 8 . 9 0 

$3933.38 
$5088,73 

$ 1 5 0 7 2 . 3 0 


