
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER, J u i y 2 o o 5 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, A u g u s t 14 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, A u g u s t 14 

Work Party: Meet at York Hiking Club cabin on Route 425 near Otter Creek. Ron Gray has some trail 
building projects lined up south of Otter Creek. Equipment needed: mattocks, digging bars, chain saw, small saws, 
l o p p m , paint set-up. Al l vrorkers should bring: work ^ v e s , eye protection, hmch and water. 
Members Meeting: Meet at ttic York Hiking Club cabin. 

Directions: From nortt: Frcmi PA Rte 74 east of Red hkm tuns left cn Burkhobkr Rd to ccooect to Rie 425 at Mew 
Bridgeville. Go south oo Rte 425 abemt sis and a half atttes. CaW» is «m the lefi OBB a fiseaJ QE the descieml to Olter Cnasb 
From sooth and east: Ciross; Ifce Nmmmi WCMXI Bti^v m Rfce 372. Tan* l i ^ l , sKartfe, aa Rte 741© near Airviffe; turn right 
on Rte 425 and follow it about 5 miles to Otter Credt, The York Hiking club calwn is aboul Vi mile bewund the bridge oo the 
right side of the road. 

Building the Walkway - photos by Joan March 



MASON-DIXON T R A I L SYSTEM INC 

President Anthony Belfiglio 

Directw - Marylajd Atow Mawi 

Trail CoOTdinators: 
Western Section Rem Gray 

Central Section Pat Yak 

Eastern Section volunteer needed 

The M-DTS Newsletter is published about four 
weeks in advaiKe of each of the tour M-DTS 
members' meetings/work parlies held annually. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or email to editor. 
(See address uncter secretary above). 

TTie Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. is an all-
volunteer, service-oriented association of trail clubs 
and individual hikers that has as its purpose the use 
and conservation of the backcountiy thrwgh the 
development of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-niile Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes tliimi^i historic and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvania. Maryland and 
Delaware. 

New membâ  are welcome. To join send $15 
(which includes cost of M-DT maps and patdt) to 

Mason-Dixon Trail Sj^tem, Inc 
* Mary Bleecker 

Life membership is available for $250. 

*********** ******ilf.**t*ie*********^**** 

TRAIL UPDATES AND ALERTS 

RELOCATION COMPLETED 
M-DT N o w Re-opened N o r t h o f A p o l l o P a r k 

It has taken 2Y2 years and over 1600 hours of hard labor to build a 
2-mile relocation of the M-DT high above the Susquehanna River 
between ihs rocky pronwntory miAh o f Cuffs Run and Apolto Cotinty 
Park ( M a p 4: W ^ t to E a s t - Mite 7.6 to 9 .7) . The relocation 
became necessary due to change in land ownership. The trail had to be 
moved from relatively level kmd high alx)ve the river down onto the 
rocky slope. It was nearfy all side hill work in very rocky terrain. A 
huge vote of thanks has lo go to Ron Giay, "tte chief engineer"; and 
all the others who worked on the relocatioa - Tnn & Jeyce Hooper, 
Jim McCoy, Bemie Frick, Charfcs AnKot, Lou & Sarah Tateosian, 
Tony Bcifiglk*. Rfchand Wimanilter, Yvonae Blades. 

A€^!ffi a t FtsuA BirttMB: Fmr f^mmmm to M e mi tke Mamn-
Dixffa TtwB Hkm^k Fmdk AettMi l^m- Stat^ Imn^ (Map S: 
We^ to Emsi MUe 24S - 26,4t Eml to West Mik 3.S ~ S.7i hikers 
muM mil Pmdk Bottom Seemed mt 717M56-42l^. ('His fe a mm 
cmamA ftone tHBmtoer. T\m atftwraffl»n r i ^ i t d i i ^ frtwiK nunrJte and 
p^xsoR to contact mcliMM ai i te 2W4 «lMc»n M-DTB B U O 
longer valid). Hikers are remiiKfai thai t h ^ must stay on the trail 

•k -k -k -it it 

U&bp SAV€ TH^ mMLOCKS 
Dave Linthicum, M-DTS monber and trail maintainor, has alerted us to 

a serious situation at Broad Creek Memorial Scout Reservation - the camp's 
most unique ecosystem (the hemlock forest) is being destroyed by a tiny 
Asian invader called the wooly adelgid. The adelgid feeds on the sap at the 
base o f hemlock needles restricting nutrioits to the foliage and causing d ^ t h 
within 3 to 5 years. In Virginia's Shenandoah National Park, 80 percent o f 
the hemlocks are dead due to this infestation. Broad Creek has the largest 
hemlock forest in Maryland east o f the mountains. The olckst tree, one o f the 
biggrat in Maryland, Iwm 300 this year according to Maryland DNR 
measurements but it may not make it to 302 unless action is taken. 

The hemlocks can be saved by treatments. The Maryland Dept o f 
Agriculture Forest Managanait Division has designed a "Save the 
Hemlocks" treatment program for the Resa^ation using s y s t ^ i c injections 
o f pesticide, soil injections and biological control. The program is underway. 
Donations are needed to help cover the costs o f the treatments - as private 
land the site is not eligible for federal ftinds. One mile of the Mason-Dixon 
Trail passes through the Broad Creek Scout Reservation and M-DTS 
members, wi th advance notice, may hike other parts o f the 25-mile trail 
network. Checks should be made out to: "Save the Hemlocks, Balto.Area 
CncL, BSA" and mailed to: 
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MINUTES OF THE MAY 7, 2005 M-OTS MEMBER'S MEETING 

The meeting took place in the area o f the H.G. Haskell produce stand on Rte 100 south o f Chadds Ford, PA 
following a very successfiil work party. Those present for the meeting were president Tony Belfiglio, secretary 
Yvonne Blades, treasurer Mary Bleecker, and Ron Gray, Rick Maerka- and John Robbins. The minutes o f tfie March 
13, 2005 M-DTS members' meeting were approved as circulated. 

Income 
Dues, new members 
Sale of map/guides 
Interest 
TOTAL INCOME 

Treasure r ' s Repor t (Jan 1 - Apri l 28^5) 
Expenses 

$1814.00 Map mailing costs $120.16 
270.00 Feb Newsletter 64.35 

1-18 500 stamped envelopes 199.00 
$2085.18 Secretary expenses- 45.11 

(phone, cqtying^ aikiress labels) 
Honorarium for map hdp (Steober) 100,00 
TOTAL EXPENSES $528.62 

Opening balance in checking acct as of 1/1/05 $2866.57 
Income minus expenses (1/1/03-4/26/05) 1556.56 

Balance in checking acct (4/26/05) $4423.13 

Mary Bleecker rqKWitel idhat the msleriais for Jte dai'ated walkway hsA today casL $750. 
75 new M - D T map/guides to ifafc and Jim Hoofjer has iMwened 25 M - D T wmp ssts t© E^piinsox • 
The secretary reported that 22 members from 2004 did mH renew. The currart j n e m b ^ h i p is 172. 

out 

T t a i R e p o r t s 
Eastern Section - E a s t m i T e r a m a s a t CisMs f M I s Fienyvak 

Co. -Yvonne Bbtf^^m/ggmf C c d l C & - T i w j r 1 
• Rick Mao-ker reported t ! a n R ^ e ^ ^ M e ¥ a i . e d walkwaj was bmk tbe: yPOTTBT'sm t t e ^sndywine R s v « 

floodplain at the wofk psHly today. It was a {^operative effbrt o f m ^ b a r s dT the Masm-DixOT, Wiiming^on aiKi 
Chester County Trai l chibs (see separate accourtf and pictures on page? I & 4). Rick has 3 mts-e M - D T pfojecis 
lined up nearby - Iwidge a slippery ditch, another shwt section o f raised walkway, and a bridge at a stream 
crossing near Cossart Road. 

• Tony Belfiglio said he feh "uneasy" hiking the M - D T where it enters ths Whrtaker Woods development from the 
east near North East M D . The developer was required by Cecil Co. planning dept to make provision for the M -
DT. The alignment he specified for the M - D T to enter the development was b^ween two lots on a cul de sac. The 
homes have now been built and are occupied. 

Central Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12 Coordinator: Pat Yale 
• Yvonne Blades received an update from the Lowe- Susquehanna Heritage Greenway of the proposed Greenway 

trail around Arundel Quarry. The LSHG concept plan is under review by Arundel and also requires approval from 
the Maryland Dept o f Natural Resources, M D Dept of the Environment and Exelon Corp. 

• Jim Hooper reports that we have been given anotha- phone number to contact security at Peach Bottom Power 
Plant for permission to hike the M - D T through Peach Bottom Lands. The new contact number is 717/456-4212. 
There is no answer at the number listed in our new M - D T maps. 

Western Section - Lock 12 to Western Terminus (Whisky Spring) Coordinator: Ron Grayt 
• Yvonne & Herb Blades have cleared the M-DT "eagle nesting bypass route" near Oakland Run" 
• Charles Albin has spent 8 hours clearing his section from Oakland Run to Otter Creek. 
• Ren Gray reports the temporary closure of the M - D T between Rte 425 and Kline Rd due to logging by PP&L. 

Ron w i l l relocate the M - D T after the logging is finished. 
• Ron Gray reports that the M - D T relocation between Apollo Park and Cuff's Run is finally completed and the trail 

is again open. He is working on rebuilding the decent to Cuffs Run. Ron wi l l maintain the Apollo Park to Cuffs 
Run section. Ron reports 540 liours o f trail work so far in 2005 

3 



• Ron reports the need for a major clean-up o f debris and trash at the mouth o f CuiTs Run at the Susquelmnna R i v ^ . 
He has contacted Safe Harbor Power Company. 

• Jim Hooper has not yet received the go ahead to start work on the trail relocation at Cmmtyline Quarry. 

Other B u s i n e s s 
Mower : Ron Gray said the M - D T mower has been transferred to York Hiking Club. 
Tax Deduction: Tony Belfiglio reports that driving mileage for work hikes is tax deductible. 
Web Site: Tony said that Dwayne Schreve has done a very good job on the Wilmington Trail Club website and 

i^commends we approach him to set up a website for M-DTS. Moved by Mary Bleecker, seconded by Yvonne 
Blades: M-DTS ask Dwayne to set up the M-DTS website. Carried. 

Trai l Equipment: Ron Gray has 2 brtish cutters of poor quality he wants to gel rid o f before his move. YHC 
does not want them. Moved by Maerker, second Bleecker: Ron can dispose of the brush cutters. Carried, 

Next Meeting: Sunday August 14. Site to be detea-mined. 

The "Walkway'' Project 
The wcffkers wa-e; from M-DTS Rick Mawkar, Herb & Yvoniw Bfades, Tcsay Belfiglio, Jim McCoy:, Ron 

Gray, Charles Ament, B i l l Anderson, Jt^n RobbiiK and Mary Bleecker: trma W i b n i n ^ n Trail Club — ima & Jim 
March, Gary Kirk, Mack Pitls, Mark O'Neal, Tom W h ^ t l ^ and B i l l Hardam: from Cliester Co-Trail Club - Lee 
Ruslander, Dorothy S c t e l e , and Ca»h«rine Tor imn Special r«x)gnition shaild ^ > to Rick Maoker fsx wganizing the 
project, Ron Gray, and Ms truck, for traiisprating the mateiab to near die work site. Herb Blades for d e s i ^ o f the 
walkway, precutting the CKSS & p e - < H l i i ^ tise i ^ a l st^pmt J K ; ^ , Mmn March ler K K R I M I ^ witateOTs 
from the Wilmington T i a i C M t 

The project was to taild a s l igWy elevated walkway l iw MasiO»-Dis«i and ftan^wiiK T i a i b asams a 
swampy area (about 3 inc te , o f standing wata- in { A K S S | t ta t fa ptmm l o f t o d i u g in heavy imm. The ^iraDtway leadb 
to higher ground and a picttiresque s l r^ch o f trail along the BraxKlywiiK. It wm bmk o f 10 ftxM lengtte o f 2x4s 
oriented vertically supptwted at 8 foot tntCTvals OH 2X4 c«Kslwrs bolted to 3 fo€* long heavy duty snow fence type 
metal posts. The posts were Aivmi 2 f&A deqj into the mmk. Each sectkm watt :«ay c^mkted o f 4 taa^tte o f 2x4 
with a 2 inch gap betw^si t taa^ A t the t t e w x l ^ « t k M o f 2x4s ovotefK with flic fweviiMB sretkm p v i i ^ a stJid 
platform. The walkway bmtds were screwed into the cross ters and also held by wire. The hope is that in times o f 
floods the water w i l l f low over the walkway without doing mmh damage to it. A majw task was to carry 105 2x4xJ0's 
plus the other materials and tods n ^ e d for the projiKt l a l f a mile to the work site which involved crcKsing a sl ippay 
ditch. 


