
MASON-DIXON TRAIL S Y S T E M , Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER M a y , 2 0 0 1 
M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a .m. , Sunday, June 24 

M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p .m. , Sunday, June 24 

Work Party: Meet at the parioi^ lot of Glen Cove i 
There are two m^or prefects. (1) Improve tfaetreadtvay ondie rodcy 0.2 miie stretch of the M-DT abowe the 

ho i^ and boot storage area. £<piq>inait needed: puladds, natoxks^ t^ggag bars; (2) Build tms stiks IKXOSS d » 
ekotric ftnce on the Clark property. For those not m to mstfor construction piofects, dioB is ahvays blaze fie^eois^ 
and clipping 10 be done. All workers should bring: work gloves, eye protection, luiKih and a beverage. 
Members Meeting: Meet at the reserved picnic table at Glen Cove. 

Directime: From nortii: come 
ctown PA Rte 74 About a imie 
after crossing into Mar>'laiKL mm 
left on Rte 136. In 5 miks, Oini 
left on Dublin Road then on 
Glen Cove Road and foUoir u to its 
terminus at the manna 

From MHith: From Rte 1. west oi 
Conowingo Dam turn north on 
MD Rte 623. In just o\-er a mfle 
turn right at the 4-way junction 
onto Berkley Road. Follow it to its 
tcmunus at the manna. 

^ Detail rfroads 
in Glen Cove area 



MASON-DDtON T R A I L S Y S T E M INC 

ftesident Jim Hooper 

Vice President Jim Dennv 

Secretarv & Newsletter Editor.... Yvonne Blades 

TieasMrer .Marv Bieecker 

Director - Pennsyt^ma Timofe Sdmaift 

Director - Delaware Robert Begnett 

Trail Coordinators: 
Western Section: Ron Gray 

Central Section Pat Wolf 

Eastern Section volunteer i»eded 

The M-DTS Newsletter is publisted about four 
weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTS 
members' meetings/work parties Md annually. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or email to editor 
(See address under secretary above) 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. is an ail-
volunteer, service-oriented associ^ioa of trail dubs 
and individual hikers that has as its purpose the use 
and conservation of the backcountry through the 
developmoit of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-mile Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes through historic and 
scenic areas of Peimsylvania, Maryland and 
Delaware. 

New members are welcome. To join send $15 
(which includes cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

Ma«on-DiioD Trail System, lac 
Mary Bieecker 

tter, the aimuaiiee is; 
Life membership is avaiM>le for $230. 

Visit the M-DTS web site at 

M-OTS MEMBERSHIP DUES REMINDER 
Your 2001 Mason-Oixon Trail System, Inc, membership dues 

now due. A dues form is included with this '^.ailing to those who have t. 
yet renewed their membership for 2001. We hq>e you wiH contiDue to 
support MOTS 

TRAIL UPDATES AND ALERTS 
Recent logging operation north of Otter Creek, PA: M i ^ 4: West to 
East should now read: At 1 2 5 mi. Tttm right across Rte 425 and onto a 
maintertarwe road, it Jogs left then figfe. Follow it across the clear cut area 
to the bottom of the hill. Blazes are on six inch high stumps. At the foottmn 
of the hill folkjw the on^nai trail "left across the stream etc., 
E » t te West at 3JO mL h fee aaAie of tiie p a i a g a . m K o i u . bepas 
"Crossastmdlstream tn a fogg»igrood'Ths ranaiiKfa"<rf^Aepars^n^ 
dMuld now read. Turn right and follow the road up the hill and through the 
clear cut area to Rte 425. Blazes are on six inch high stumps. 

ByiMMsy—te•artkafHaltiinuiL I t k c a ^ 
yeilaw bbasd, nale-loB^ bypass nnte dtat foQows the 
<fcwfW¥tins alfoas OdUand run (Map 5, Eart to West, starts 
WcA to East, at about Mfife 63 ) 

PoKkSattammaz MapS: WeattoEasLi fae25to 27. r n w a i - i s wilk 
scanty officers have b«in reported. M-DTS has reconfirmed widi PECO 
Energy that we do have penmssnn to hike through this area. Stay on t 
blaz^ trail. 

Trail re-opoied Mar North East in Cecil County, MD: M4)TS has 
regained acc^ to the cable rigbt of vray between Red Toad and Brfvectere 
Roads Map 7: East to West - MBe 3.7 Go straight across Red Toad Rd 
and follow blue-blazed path through woods. Turn left at cable ROW, cross 
cul de sac of new development and pick up cleared ROW again in the woods 
beyond. West to East - Mile 8 J , Cross cul de sac of new development and 
as ROW approaches Red Toad Rd. watch for blue-blazed trail leading off to 
the right to avoid private house and driveway. 

Trail rdocatron in Newark area, DE: Ab(»it 3 m i ^ of the f^tson-Dixcn 
Trail between Rte 273 and Vflnte Clay Creek State ^ik, have been 
relocated (Map 9: West to East, MUe 10.8-13.7). The rekxatiai turns 
rig^t off Delrem Rd, thai follows Country Club Rd, crosses Rte 896 and 
descends on a ptosant trail dirou^ University of Delaware property to Creek 
Road. It foUows Creek Rd along Whke Clay Creek fx about 1 nule then 
ascends up a nice wooded vaiky, readies a field, turns r i ^ and firfkws d^ 
periimter of the fieki on a weii de&ed footpath. The trait turns right at a 
cl^rmg to Waigewood Rd, left then rigbt and rejoins die exiting M-DT 
in White Clay Cie^ State Park. The n^ocatim akaig rc^ds is maiisd w ^ 
bhie blazes; tfaioo^ dw park are^ it is narked widi plastic M-fXT decals 
nailed to trees. Posts widi decals are to be placed along Ae tnril throu^ the 
fields (See Feb. 2001 M-DTS Newsletter for details of trail relocation) 

Parking Alot! A hiker has reported severe vandalism to his car parked at 
Wago Junction. (Map 2) 
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH 25, 2001 MEMBERS' MEETING 

The meeting took place at Dorsey Paik by the Susquehanna River foilowmg the work parties at Muddy 
Creek and Peach Bottom. Manbers present were: presidait Jim Hooper, vic^ presidsit Jim Denny, secretary 
Yvonne Blades, and Ren Gray, Tony Belfiglio, Tim Schmidt, Richard Winerailer, Pat Wolf, Paul Szatmary, 
Vivian and Warren Davies and Neal Watscn. 

The mmutes of the November 19, 2000 members' m e ^ g were approved as circulated 

Financial Report 
Rick Maerker has reviewed the treasurer's records and submitted the follovmg summary of die year 2000 

financial activity of Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. 
2000 1991-2080 

Income 
Dues/Donations $2384.00 $2346.33 

(129 renew. 28 new) 
Sadcof maps 4S050 

s u m 35.03 
I m m . 13.S5 40.93 

lUlALIKCOSffi S295965 SZM610 

smm 
r^ihwiiiii Mini nmM 40636 

T i B i m r i i i n M i 390.47 27265 
IvfqWGiiides 0.00 106419 
FMdies 370.00 74a» 
DoBBMHis/Dues 75 00 6750 

lUlAL EXPENSES $149469 S2235 36 

Opening balance in checking i Kxonatascf I/l/OO $358855 
iDDome minus expenses in 2000 1464.96 
MiBDS purchase of CD -3000.00 
Ending halance m chedang accounl as of 12/31/OO S205351 

CD - 30 month n 6.06%. due mm3 3026.19 
CD - 24-nKjnth S; 6.81%. due 6/22/02 367184 
CD - 6-month 5.52%. due 4/28/DI 3082.57 

TOTAL ASSETS OF M-DTS, Inc. as (rf 12/31/00 $11834.11 

Trail Reporte 
Eastern Section - Eastern TerraioBS at Chadds Ford to Perryville 

Acting Coordinators: Cedi Cmnrty - Anthony B e i £ ^ ^ ' 
New Castle & Ctester Countits - Yvon^ Blades 

• The M-DT relocatioo between Delrran Rd and White Clay Creek ̂ ate I ^ d i a t was cleared and markol at 
the last work party has now been measured and blazes placed alo^ the load sectkns. The distance is almost 
the same as die oki route. Posts with M-DT decals are still needed to mark tfae roote throng die fields soidi 

\pf Wedgewood Road. T tepo^ are to be installed i^^iSe park p^som^. 
• In Elk Neck State Forest, the M-DT is back to its original route at mile 5.9 (Map 8, west to east). Tony 

Belfiglio and Herb Blad« have put in a sturdy two-log bridge across the stream below the beaver dam. They 
made use of a good sized tulip pqplar, felled by the beaver, which they sawed into two and dragged into place. 
Margit Pruett and her Conservation Corp team have cleared the &llen trees fixsn the trail and have cut down 
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some "mdaw makers' neir the trail Yvonne Blades prop(^ to do a rekxation (about 0 2 mil^) at Mite 
14.2 (Map 8 East to West) to avoid a seaioo of trail Aat is eroded and passes close to houses and t r a ^ 

• Tcmy Belfiglio rqjorts that the "unfriaidly" nei^bor at Stony Rur (Map 7; Mile 9 2 West to Ea^) has 
moved away and the new owner is friaidly. However, the crossmg of Stcmy Run is still likely to be a wet foot 
crossing. 

• The situation at Red Toad Road m Cecil County has beat resolved (Map 7: East to West - Mile 3.7). A new 
house and driveway prevented access to the cable right of way that the .MDT follows between Red Toad Road 
and Belvedere Road. Tcaiy Belfiglio spoke to the owner and received permission to relocate the trail throu^ 
woods, south of the new home Just west of that property is a section of a large new developmait called 
Whitaker Woods which crosses the present route of the M-DT. Lambdin Devekjpmait has submitted a plan 
widi a suggested realignment of the MDT as it passes throu^ the developmait The developer is to put in 
posts to mark the route. 

• Yvonne Blad« received an email, forwarded fkim Cecil County Public Works Department. It was firom a 
private citizen ŵ o was concwned abcwt the M-DT foflowing ds CSX railway trades, now a busy fid^ 
line, for 3 miles in Cecil County He had seen the route of the M-DT marked on the recatt ADC m ^ of 
Cecil County. The 3 miles include a tresde across Principio Credc. We do need a b«ter and safer route for 
the M-DT throu^ this area. 

• The East Coast GiBenway Alliance has hired onsultants to leconnKnd 
through New Castle aai Cecd Cixutties. Yvame al&x̂ ed Iteir watkAap k Cecil Ccasy last November 
which she found veiy artexesting md infonnative wtth k«s good disnission. She nade some nsefid 
contacts. Their recceranetided route has not yet teen aonounced 

Central Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12 Coordinator: Pat Wolf 
• Jim Hoqier suggests buiUing stil^ at die two kx âtions were tte M-DT crosses an e^:tric fence on llie Clark 

property (Map 6 East to West- Mile 12 2 and 12.6). This couM be a png&i for die next work party. I^ul 
Szatmary offered to grt the mrasurwrwDts for ftestites. Permissian firom tbe landowner wdl be needed to ^ 
close to the site with a vehicle. 

• Anodier fiiture pngect is to in^rove the tread way on l i v e r y rocky stretch by the Gkn Cove Marina. 
• 'Diereis stiU a ^KStseic^kncf^sadehtliwofkB^dalatthebott^sncfliK 
• Ted Brower has drard the Uo««kj<M» that was the trail jastsoodi(^ Atom Rd 
• At today's work party, Warrrai and Vivian Davies and Yvome Blades, refreshed blazes and cut lade growth 

alraig the M-DT between Atom Rd and Lay Road. 
• The rest of the work jmty w o r i ^ along Muddy Creek; cleared bkpvnknnK, moved seKtkns of trail away 

fi-om eroding stream bank, cut back encroadiing rhododendron and cleaned Utter at the unofikial 
can^sites. 

• Paul Szatmary wriiJ rene^ oiazes on die side ̂ ream seaim of die trad akng Mud^ Credt. 

Western Section - Lock 12 to W'estem Temmos at Whiskey Sprmgs 
Rom ̂ > < ' * y ^ m i ^ ^ | | f l ^ l ^ H | | ^ B H | | ^ ^ ^ 

• Tim Schmidt has clear^i blowdowns on his section bê veen Mill Ciedt md HoSwood dam. Work is nee&d 
on the climb up from MiU Credc. 

• Ron Gray plans to put in posts to maik the trail in the legged area north of Otta^ Credc. The blazes now are 
aa 6 inch higb stunts but are easy to follow. 

• The trail diroug^ ApoUo Park needs work. A fennea- above Safe Harbor dam has offered us access diroogh 
• his land to get to work sites in . ^x^o Park. 

• A large amount of tradi fiom the Susqudianna Riv» has coJIected aft the moidfa of Cuffs Rim on the 
route of the M-DT. The only practical way to remove the trash is by beat. 
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• Blazing at die wert end of the M-DT needs improvranoit The blazes should be closer together. We need to 
lode into cdier oprtions for the west aid of the M-DT - such as CMmecting to the Appalachian Trad <HI the 
mountain rather tiian on the road at Whiskey Springs. ^ 

Other Business 
Maps: Jim Hooper suggests adding side trails on the next addition of the M-DT maps and also the rwites 

to campgrounds Mary Bieecker recommaids an "Errata" list to be mchided wnh our remaming m^s with the 
changes or reiocati<Mis since die maps were printed in 1997. 

Proposal for Yost Memorial: Turner Dardai has made the foilowmg proposal "Tlie Mason-Dixoo Trail 
was the bramchild of Be* Yost, and it was only through his leadership ami poseverance that it became a reality. 
I propose that M-DTS finance a monument beside the trail canauBuoc îiig Bob's adnewanent We have a qoote 
of $750 for a granite iiKXEuni^ roughly two feet cobol wafa a skpmg on a concrete footii:!^ inscribed and 
incited in Swift Park it Hodfaesan, DE. PannssicB lias been panted ^ OBtle Cxiatfy {HO^ 
The mscnpuon n u ^ read: " M MEMORY OF ROBERT V YOST 1927-1997 FOUMDER OF THE MASGN-DKO^ 
TRAE. Turner suggested a raised and roî faerod 2" x 6" i e c i a i ^ bewJe the •gmytiUM to be parted bhe. 

Jim Hooper moved, s^xinded by Ron Gray "dot np to a lirait of SIQOO be approved &r a raeawial to 
Bob Yost." CarrieduaaBramBnas^.. Tbem-mmaipsiBuracfSboonlni'mdmmt.muomiL. 

Next Meetii^ aiid Wwfc P U I ^ A woric paritf in Ae Ghsi Cbw aica was ŝ gglBStad to i i i ^ H ^ 
treadway just south of(fe anieAaBd also p«£ in siiles over lie e f ec tKfes^oaAeCl^ S M B 
and times to be arrayed. 

* * * * * 

Nature N<^es Along the Trail 

Spring is a wexKkrfiii time to hike on the Mason-Dixon Trail, espedaOy on diose sections along the 
Susquehanna River Sane recent observations while hiking the M-DT: 

March 22: The osprey are back and looking fi»^oestmg sites. A pair nest on top oftfaeh^transmisswn tower 
just south of Conowmgo dam. 

March 29: Egg masses of spotted silamandfars and wood frc^ are present m the vernal pools by the trad along 
the old raihwaybalsoiA of Conowmgo dam. Great Blue Harnns are seen flymg around at tiietr 
nesting ccdony across d » riyfer. 

April 14 A late spring: bluebdis just ojining out on die trail along die penjiraiia m Susqidhaima State Park. 
Dutchman s breed îs, toodiwott, spring beaitfy and trout lily in bkxxn. Pabi waifolm sid I.onwaana 
waterthru^ heard and seen. 

April 28: A bald ea^ flies fay nrair Safe Harbor dam, »arle£tanagars in ApdkiPark. Trillmmakx^tfaetxafl. 
May 1: Fishermen are lined up elbow to elbow along the river edge below Conowingo dam. A pileated 

woodpecker works on dead trees alcmg die trad below the dam. A prottoiotaiy warbler claims his 
territory in die swampy area by the boardwalk. 

Multi-miUion dollar fidi lifts have beai amstnicted at die three dams rai the Susqudianna River that are 
viisftle fi^om the Mason-Dixon Trail. TTie hfts are at Conowmgo, Holtwood, and Safe Harbor Dams. Hie lifts 
will be m qperation for the spring shad itm. 
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Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway 
to Open New Trail Segments ; 

on National Trails Day, Saturday, June 2,2001 

Ground Breaking & Walk of Trad m Perryvtiie 
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Virtual Walk Across the Susqudianna River 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

DedicaticHi & Walk of trail m Nordi Park, Havre de Grace 
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

The event "Mdcing die Comectkn" wdi b ^ m m P^ryvflle; at Rodgers Tawnn, Bnad S M t a a i 
R<Hmdhouse Driveal:9^anwheietlierewinbeag(oindlseri^ fa 
Perryville, there will be excise and ^spbys inrfedinf!; one on the 4 gptaoos fir a pedestrian t i i^ cmssagto 
be considered by ccnsuitants. Participants wiB tlm board busses at 10:00 ani fijr a "virtual walk" acrass 
the Hatem Bridge over the Susqudianna River The huss^ will dnvB slowly and each vrill have a 
spokesperson on. boaonl-vio wU provide wiuiimtmai on the mer aid l i e ba^; iae Snaqfaehanaa flats and 
Garrett Island. 

Once m Havie <fe Goes tfaoe wffl be a dBdicttiott afid « A of ifce 
amtonoon TteMnthPlarictGdadongtieokiiatEvBarrbedistte 
blazes). M-D7^lidpedwiditteanigiBaldeaniisaf Aeioole. SiBoelkea.adNiertsiaraebeeBpoi:iDidboB 
and fine stone has been pl»3ed between the rails. 

The Lodt Hoise Musraim will be open on Nadonai Trails Day. The City af Ffavre de Grace's 
trolley will be runnmg diat day and will be taking visitors between die Lode House and (he Li^hdKuse and 
promraiade. The cost of licfing the troUey will be $1 for the eittire day. Free buses will be availabfe to 
transport partic^tants back to Paryville Hie last bus wiU leave Havre de Grace at 3:00 P.M. 
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