
M - D T S N E W S L E T T E R MAY 2009 

Tlie li-DTS In Wsstern 0 ^ 1 County 
is 

Focus of June 27 Hike and Meeting 

T h e Mcsitiing HHte 
We will hike a mtytmsd seven mile rerouthig of the MJKOS-EMXOR ~k Belvedere 
Road to Perr • Pamcipanis will .meet by 9:00 am. at the PefrywiMe MkWIe School 
(MDT Map ;; «- e at mile 2 where the "P" marks the large parking I « > , and will car pool 
to the starting point «m Logistics Way off of Belve&re Rosd, acsrth of Rte 40. 

The reloc.atk>n .inchjte sidea^aiks in the IO'AH of Ptewiile, ^mways mm fee 
Susquehanna River, pathways through fields and woods, and seclioas alc»g roadways. 
We will pass by Furnace Bay Golf Course and historic Principio Fumaa, and clinA to 
the top of Foy's Hill for grand views of the .surrounding couniryside. This relocation, if 
approved, will appear in our updated map set that is due out within the year. It replaces 
the dangerc«.s sectioa of railroad walking described in the cunent Map 7. 

Directions to Ike Perrj>=iHe Middte S c b « l Fte-klng Let: Headiog wmt m cast on i-95 
take the exit sotA to Perryville on Rte 222 South. ^This is the fust exit after aossing the 
Susquehanna frcxn the west and the last exit oa 1-95 from the east Wore 1-95 crosses the 
Susquehanna.) Stay on Rte 222 about a mile and when ymi cross d»B major mtersortion 
with Rte 40; the Mithile School Parking i « wiii be immerfk • -' - - mm left (Rte 222 
becomes Aiken Avenue when it crosses Rte 40/. 

The Quarterly Meeting 
The quarterly board and members meeting will start 2:00 p.m. in Oie yard and garden area 
of the historic Rodgers Tavera at the west end of Broad Street (#259) in Perryville, 
overlooking the Susquehanna River. Following the directions above to Perryville Middle 
School, one reaches Rodgers Tavern by continuing on Rte 222 south (.4Jken Avenue) to 
where it end^ at Main Str^t, and turning right on Main Street. The Tavern, clearly 
sign^, will be a short distance on your ri^t. 

In the case of bad weather, the meeting wiii convene at 2:00 p.m. in the meeting room of 
the public libiBry in North East, Mary.land. From 1-95 take ex:ll 100 (North East-Histng 
Sun) in Cecil County. Go south on Rte. 272 , and cross Route 40 (south of Rts 40 Rte 
272 becomes N. Mauldin Street). Shortly after crossing over some tracks, where ihe 
road divides, stay on Rte 272 by bearing right onto Main Si and in a short block ttim right 
again onto Rte. 7 (Cecil Ave). The North East Library comes very quickly on the left. 
There is a parking lot on the left side of Cecil Ave. just past Race St. Cecil Coimty 
members, especially, plssse cornel 



MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM INC 

President. 

Diimor - MafyJand... Bo Hopkins 

Diracior- Delaware. Yvonne Blades 

Traii Coordinators: 
Western Section. . R"n Gray 

Centra! Section volunteer needed 
Eastern Section volunteer needed 
The .M-OTS Newsletter is pubitshed about four 

weeks in advance of each of the four M-OTS 
members' meetings/work parties heid annualiy. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or email to editor. 
(See adds«ss above above). 

The Mason-Diion Trail S>-stent, Inc. is an aJl-
votunteer, service-oriented associalioD of trail clubs 
and individual hikers xtia has as its purpose the use 
and conservation of tiie backcountry througji ihe 
devsiopment of new trails in the nvid-,^ttaac sE*cs. 
The fiucleus of M-DTS is the 193-nule Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes through biaoric and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvania, MarySaiid and 
Deiaware. 

New tiKmbcrs are weicome. To join send SI 5 
(which covers cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

MasoB-DixMi Trail Systen, Inc 
Eick Maerker 

Thereat*, tbe aiiflua! fee is $5, 
Life TtiembsrsMp is available for $230, 

Visit the Mason Dixon Trail web site an 
www, majondi.xomrail .org 

Minutes of Mmth 22,2009 
M-BTS Board and Members Meeting 

Presi<tent Hooper called tbe meeting to order at 2:00 
p.m. at itie Hooper residence. Members present; 
Bemie Frick. Alien & Lccie Briton, ROT Gray, Rob 
Campbell, Lou & Sarah Taicoseaii, Yvonne Blades, 
Mitos Calabrese, Robert Bemett, Tom-Album, Patrice 
BoekeJoyce and Jim Hocsper, Dv̂ 'ayne Shre.ve, Dick 
MartiH, Thyra SpeiF/. 

Audit of Receivt Tr^sBrer*s Reports: 
President Hooper enters! f t r ^ o r d the following 
audit statement by Mary B i t t e r of the organizatkwi's 
Imancb! records " fv Marrf̂  15,20)9 i exaimisd tbe 
Ijoofe? rtab for the vem 21 

' aua iound ins figures ic m cc<iTect and the records c-i 
the ex^ndittires to be in goal order." (A sura.mar)» of the 
most recent report is entered under Other Business.) 

Keystone Trails Saper Hike 
President Hooper Introduced Keystone Trails Asscciation 
President, ^H||HH|^ -'^d us participmts or 
event assistants m ivi--\ ; : .d Susquehanna Super Hike. 
The event, scheduled foi Sepiember 12, 20O9, is a 25 mile 
long mn/hike beginning on the Mason-Di son Trail at the 
York Hiking Club near Otter Creek (Map 5: w-e mi. 0.0) 
heading south to cross the Susquehanna River on the Norman 
Wood Bridge (Rte 372) (Map 5; w-c. mt. 10.2) and tten 
heading north on the Conestoga Tiail to Pequea Creek 
Campground across die river from Otter Creek (shown on 
Map 5: mi. 0.0) . Manned check {wints will be spaced every 
seven miles. Paul Shaw is the event's coordinator. More 
information on the event and how to participate or assist car; 
be found at the KTA web sire: http://ww.kta-hike.orft^. 
President Hooper noted that the Mason-Dixon Trail's 
Oakland Run crossing could be tricky if the water were tiigfa, 
but that there should be no other obstructions on tbe Mason-
Dixon portion. 

Trail Reiwrts 

Possible Application for National Recreational Trail 
Status for the Masan-Dixen Trail. 

President Hooper noted dial required in the lengthy 
application process are letters of support from all land 
owners along the trail. He will contmue investigating tbe 
option. 



Eastern Section - Eastern Terminus at Chadds Ford to Perrywlte 
Coordinator: Chester and New Castle Counties: Y '̂ftnne Blad^ • 

Cecil County; Open 

In the Principio area between Perryville and North East (Map 7; mi. 6.0) Yvonne Blades is working 
with the Principio Industrial Park r ia i son ,^mP|Hi^o define 2 clearer and more attractive right-of-
way for the trail through that area. The Cecil County administration is aware of and sapportive of the 
trail. 

Bob Bennett noted that the Sline Hastoel! Division of the DuPont Company is seeking help in 
preserving a wetlands area in the imntediate vicinity of the ten acres tliat the company recently 
donated to the City of Mewark (Map 9: w-e, ca. mi. 9-0). The wetlawls area ts in the immediate 
vicinity of a section of our trail along the Christina Creek. The City, when contacted, referred their 
representative to Bob, who in turn referred her to several University of Delaware profes.sors who have 
e.tpertise in wetlands protection and have students for whom this parcel couJd be a subject for 
research, 

Cmtad Sertion - Havre de Grace to L o A 12: 
Cm»rdinator: Open 

Jim Hooper reports that Pennsylvania Power and Light (PP&L) could not get approval by die Fecteral 
Energy Regulatory Coramissioii (FERC) to sell tteir land so the area of fee Hailwowi Dam to liis 
Lancaster Consfr-ancy, as hoped. 

Jim Hooper reports Aai m the are^of Furnace Run fmap 5, mi. w-e 2.4], the {aodo%vner has given us 
f«:nTiJssion to route tfe~«:gi! a^>rig a power line on.the property. This routing eliminates the currandy 
awk^ardjoiM^ing on dirt^^^^irfaced roadwayŝ '-'̂ S'̂ nne reports that Quany represenlative,'U(Jf 

rists that patieiK'ki^ur effort to receive a right-of-way for the trail in the area of the 
' land (N%jpr1j, w-e: 20.1 -20.95SS^ does noi have a final permission, but is waiting on it. The 

Quarry man^gm are busy, and it is difficmt-sLihis time for them to make our iHierest high on their 
agenda. 

Western Section - Lock 12 to Whi.skey Springs: 
Coordinator: Ron Gray 

Ron Gray reports that the golf course management has said they support the relocation of the trail onto 
the golf course with the exception, due to safety considerations, of the part along the dirt road. (Map 
2: w-e 22.7 -24) 

Ron reports that the M-DTS and Pa. Highlands Trail have submitted a proposal to the Game 
Commission for a relocation of the trail onto game land 242 (Map I : w-e. 12.3-1.3). VVe are awaiting 
their response. 

Other Business 
T-Shirts 
Joyce Hooper reports that there were no t-shirts soid since the last meeting. We currently have 
twenty shirts still available from the most recent order. 



IVodaction of New Set of Trail Maps 
Rob Campbell reports thai &e maps are nearly ready to be printed. The . i . . û .uugh die Principio 
Business Park and throogh the Wrightsville area presents some difficulty because of current reroutings in 
progress in those areas. Tim printer's quoted prices are $4,919 for 500 sets and $5,206 for 600 sets. 

Rob expressed an interest in putting the ntaps on line. It makes changes easier to make when reroutings 
occur. The electronic Map can be kept up to date in the way printed maps carsnoi. He also suggested we 
consider applying tte Glcia! Pesitioniag System (GPS) In w^miaeEl pwtoctkws m the wmp sete. 

Susquehanna Rrrer T r ^ 
Jim Hooper attended a atertatg OB Bie Sus^haam RiverJ 

Tlus wateT^air'm Qm SSqiehanna Ms m &m Stasoa-Dkon Tai ' s fiO!tk» alonf tte Sasqiffihaiwa. its 
cuirent southern termlsm is at tbs Marfhad-Penmytraaia. L'mc. They ars patting ttm -̂feson-Dixon Txaif 
on their map. 

The On-Line Option for Receiving the Quarterly Newsletter 
Jim Hooper inquired how niany of our cmrent members have elected to receive the newsktter on-line. 
Currently twenty-five irasinbers receive the newsletter on line, Tim elimination of costs of priBtiag and 
mailing, and possibiUty <rf raakii^ rapid intssim commuaicaliojis of i»|!sfetes,aaicam^tk5i«.sie |Wteiitia5 
advantages of receiviag the .aewsletter on-ltae. 

Next Quarterly Meeting aui A4ioumi»ent 
President Hooper aaaoiaiced die next group hike aisd m^tng fm Sm^m^,27 m the Penyviile trea. 
There being no f sattor bus i i^ , thanks were extended to the H<x^3m fm hoaisg Jte hike and the nffieting, 
and the meeting was fmnMiy sdjounwA 

News and Notes Since Oiir Last Meeting 

Supporting a Benefactor 
Jim Hooper reports that the KeystoiK Trails Association has for many years 
provided support of many kinds for our work in estabUshiag the Masoa-Dixoa . 
Trail. We know first hand the kind of contributiotis that it lists in its broAure 
soliciting nev^ members, as a way by utimbeis and funds to continue its important 
work. Accordingly, he has requested that we broadcast to our membeiship their 
brochure seeking new iiKinbers, and it is included separately with this newsletter. 

ChecJt out tbe Mason-Dixon Trail Website 
http://www.rtiasondixontraiLorg/ 
This is a reminder to our readers that our web site, under tlie impressive administering 
of Dwayne Shtreve, is rich with up-to-date information, interviews, links to other 
tise;hil sites, suggested hikes, photographs, maps, and more. If you need a nudge to 
get out on the trail, give it a visit! 

'» Promoting the newsletter by email option 
To add to President Hooj^r's promotion of the on-line option for receiving the 
newsletter, its advantages in addition to saving fee group some costs include and are 
not limited to immediate access to web sites and email addresses inciuded such 
entries as this one and ease of storage for future reference. If you would like to 
receive the newsletter on-line, just einail your request to hyblds@y6rizonJiet 



Aiilhorizatlon for routing the Mason-Dispii Trail tfareagh Lmkemie East 
Jim Hooper received v/ord is a meeting with Wttfj^ff^homi of York Cotmtv Parks in 
late Mardi that we have permission to flag our desired route for the Trail through the 
recent York Comity acquisition for parkland of 187 acres that includes tlie reimants of 
'.he last known Susquehanaock indiiui viliage. 

Mason-Dixon members have also Been invitrf to assist the York CoulfyVaiks in 
improvemenis planned for Apollo Park and other mainceaanee efforts of the Countv 
Parks. 

Rob Campbell has provided us with the tim! reiocalion in anticipation of its inclusion in 
the complete set: 

TOPO' mĵ  ;s~ice8!» 9i/3ffiM3 Irtm •«i8w twij Leva risa S-m. 

« m ^.i ^ 
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-. ioain lo Pleasant OanJen. 
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ife.O .s Run Park at lae 

i - - • : i t j e park,, 
16.1 mi Enjov the V K W ai the Cfe.« lb€ smaiJ 

fvMI, 
16.2 ail Miix deseendmg tte hiil ars- -

" ^ l y i ; r : i ; i j left and cross a 3ar:v 
.'ines Run. Turo ief!. 

i'i.3 " - i - ' i J rjgta up Jhe b » a , ai 
M the park. 

!6.6 n-.i ; u i ; . -JUV. . . . sH -e i RUB Road. 
16:9 ittj Klines Ron Road iwras left, Go StraighE 

onto Trinii)' Church Road. 
i7.-S mi Pass Trinky North Road on the left. Trail 

continues oa Trinity' Churdj Rd. 
17,9 mi ReKh .Knisftis View Road. 

The Work We Do. 
A trail work log from October *08 through February '09 for the western sector lists 
•sisteen work outings by groups of members, Aclivitie* include weed whacking and chain 
saw, pole saw, and rope work; trail blazing and relocations, global positioning and 
mapping, and tree removal. In addition to work outings there is regular correspondence 

" and contact with land owners, public agencies, news media, and allied organizations. 
When hiking portions of the trail one may Justly wonder "How in the world did this get 
here?"" Theabove is part of Che answer. If you are interested Is being part of the aaswer, 
you are warmly eacouiaged to contaa by email any of us who are listed in the left hand 
column of page two. 



A. New Bridge aad a New Routing on White Clay Creek 
The trail headmg north from Newa]±, DE, has a new route and new bridge. Map 9 at 
rougUy ralie 12.5 w-e on Creek Road there is a new foot bridge that crosses the main 
stem of the WhiteClay Creek and introduces the new relocation of the trail in this area 
already designated on local park maps and to be on our new M-DTS map set in progress. 

llggMflHHHMjgH^ web si^t provides a handsome 
coiiectiot^^OTm^WfflHi^wwpr 

In Memoriam 
We note with sorrow the passing of three distinguished Members; 
Kay Way, a former president of the Mason-Dixon Trail System, died December 29 at 
the age of 82. Yvonne Blades reports that Kay was a life membw of M-DTS and was 
president from 1986-1991. During her term we had several MOTS meetings at her 
home in Kennett Square and, weather permitting, enjoyed a dip in the Way's 
swimming pool before the m^tmgs, Kay was also active in the Wtlmington Trail 
Club. 

Marie Kttin^r, M-DTS secretary and Newsletter editor 1985-1^2, died on Jatiuary 
5,2009 and her husband, John Pittinger, MDTS treasurer during tiiat same period, 
died jtist weeks after his wife. We remember Kay, Marie, and J«An as good people 
and longtime, reliable advocates for hiking and open space proiKtion. We celebrate 
their life long commitments to these causes we share, as we soirow in their passing. 


