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MASC»<l-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS N E W S L E T T E R O c t o b e r . 2 0 0 0 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:30 a.m., Sunday, November 19 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 1:00 p.m., Sunday, Novemiser 19 

Work Party: Meet in the paiking of the Carpenter Recsratxn Area of White Chy Credc State Park off Rte 896 north 
of Newark, DE. We will rdocate abaOL 2.5 miles of tfae M-DT ihan Oinstina Creek, notdi of Rte 273, ovô -to WUte Clay 
Credc Equ^imiit n^ckd: psnitt s t - i ^ (M-DT blue, and a tnown-oot paint), clippers, toppss, smaD pnnn^ saw. 
All vnxksrs shoiki bring wwk ̂ oves, ̂  protection, lundi and water. 

Members Mming: At die White C l ^ Credc Presove Visitor's Ceo^ oJBfHofAjns Rd - see directkns bdow. 

Directions: From the west: From 1-95: Ex4 at Elktoo (saves a 
toll): Follow signs to Newtaik. Rte 279 in MD beraxnes Rte 2 ra 
DE and is joined by Rte 896 rtmin^ m fiora tfae a^i. in i^boot 2 
miles. Now follow the Rte 896 sigs north. Becaise of Newaric's 
one way roads, all traffic will exit to tfw rigj* at Delaware Ave. b 
one block turn left OTI College, then left <MI Main St. Get into the 
rigjrt hand lane where m 300 yards yon will bear (cnssmg 
CSX tracks) still following the tor 896 north. Tte park 
entrance will be roughly two oales afaead on tfae r i ^ . M-DT Map 
9 shows all these roads. 

From the east: Exit 1-95 on EXTTl , North, on Rte 896 A t A e 
Rte 4 CTOssmg continue north cm College Ave, past the Chrysler 
plant and University Sports Complex, over the Amtrak bridge and 
through Newark proper to Main St, (you are now back on Rte 
896) where you tum left. Get mto the rig^ hand lane etc as 
above. 

For tfae Meeting: From the park ettiance, turn r i g ^ on Rte 896. 
At the next intersecticm, tum r ^ i t on Hc^kins Rd. Descend for 
about 1 mile to the valley. Just BEFORE Hc^kms Rd cross^ the 
bridge over White Clay Ciedc, t i im M on a dirt ro«l ftrilowing 
the signs to the Visitor's Ce&si. The Center is aixxd: 300 yards 
up the road cm the left. 
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Vice President Pat Wolf 

Vice President Jim Denny 

Treasurer Mary BkediLer 

Trail Coordinators: 
Western Section: Ron Gray 

Cmtral Section Wolf 

Eastern Section RiA Maericer 

Nev«^etter Editor YVOME Blades 

The M-DTS Newsletter is puUisiwdl aboot fimr 
wedcs in advance of each of tbe foor M-fTTS 
members' meetings/woik paities held aanally. 
Submissions are welcomed. Maii or mmL to editer. 
(See address under secretary abeniel 

The Mason-Dixon Trail Svistem. b i t is an aU-
volunteer. service-oriented assactatioB of trail dobs 
and individual hikers that has as its puimfte tfae use 
and conservation of the baciocannby dBiM|^ 
deveic^ment of new trails in the mid-AtiagCic stales. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-iaife Mason-
Dixon Trail wiiich passes tlirai^ histotic and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvann. hbtyimi and 
Delaware 

New men4>a5 are weicome. To jam said SIS 
(which includes M-DT mais aiKl pnkli)tD 

Mason-Dixon Trail Sntan, lac 
Mary Bleeci 

Thcreatter. the annual fee is $5. 
Life monl^h ip is available for 

Visit the M-DTS web site at 

RON G R A Y W N O I ^ F C « "AT" TRAtt. W J R K 
At tte York HUdng OiAt Board of DinKtors nKedng Jidy 31,2000, 

Ron Gray, YHC Trails CooKaktse Chainnan, was honored by the 
Aiqjalacfaiffli Trail Coofefence for his years of volunteer service to the "N^ 
Trail. This is the 75* annivasary Sx Ae .Appalachian Trail Caifeience, 
the non-profit oi?anizati(»i that maintains the 2,160 mile fbo^ath. In 
hcmor of their TS* anmversary, they recognized 75 volunt^rs frcsn the 31 
mamtaining clubs along the leigdi of the Trail. Ron Gray was included in 
this Honor Roll of Volunteers for his more than twaity years of volunteer 
service to the Trail. Midielle MiDer from the Boiling Spnngs office of the 
ATC presented the award at the club's regularly sdieduled Board 
Meeting. 

T R A i L U P D A T E S AND A L E R T S 
T r » i Coon&uttor Needed: WeaiekisK^RkkMaadaerasourEastiKn 
Trail CooidinateH- due to presspra rfother tMnmiiiiiMtts. A repbcement 
is needed. Tbejobmvtrfvesoootdinadi^tfaewafkaftbeTM-iyrti^ 
maintaineis m the section fropithe Eastern Tamimis to PaiyviHe. For 
fuithor details <H-to wDlimteer ca l Ride Maerfcer < 

In 

TndInttarTiqit i imBwN«i1fcEaMiB€3ecaC«mi^,MD: Becaoseof 
house ccjostruction and an uofrieiKiy lanckMnier. we can no kngfer access 
the telephone cable of way westbomd at Red Toad Road (Mjqi7: 
Mife 3.7 East to West). Tins pievcnts access to dueemiks of tie 
Masca-OixcBTraUbetneai Red Toad fCoad and Bdved@eRQ»L Thee 
isno^isy waytobyi^stfatsanea. Ttoduie^nnigftather—ticBtfce 
Mason-Dixon T r a l is dmcd betmoi Red ToMi RMr i a ^ Bdrcdere 
Boad(Map7: East to West, Mfle 3.7 to 6.6; Wcstto Ear t ,MleS3 
to 8.4). 

The section of tfae M-OT just east of this dosed sectiaD has also 
b ^ a problem diK to an ^ressive dog at die Stony R m stream 
crossing. (Map 7: Mile 9J. West to Ea^>. 

Tltt Eiqiles Have Fledged: The Pennsyivania Game CosnmissMn has 
reopened the mam roote of Ae Mason-Dixaa Tndl afax^ die 
Susqadumoa River between McCaOs F m y Road and Oaddand Run, 
north of HoitHood (M^p S, East to West, Mile 22^ - 23J). That 
sectKM hai been closed m Apcii by tibe Game Conmossian due to 
nests^ea^s. A bypass njote was coistnicted last q>ni% to avoid the 
ck»edsectkn. 

Beaver Activity in E K Neck ^ i l eFoKst : Beava^ activity h » c a u ^ 
a difiScuk ^ream ocossiag on die M-DT in Elk Nedc State FixesL 
Maryland: Map 8 (West to East - Mfe 5.9). A detanr nxHe. about 
300 yards fam^ has been deued and fbss^ ^ ^ (̂"^ ̂  crosang. 
Watch for blue nbbons marking tfae detour which is oo the east side of 
the current route and sSarte abort 30 yards brfwe tte beavar dam. 
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 20, 2000 MEMBER'S MEETING 
The meeting was held at Elk Neck State Forest following the work party. Members present wae: 

vice president Pat Wol^ who conducted the meeting in the absaice of the prraident, vice presidait Jim 
Denny, secretary YvcHine Blades, treasurer Mary Bleecker, and Turner Dardesi, Ron Gray, Ruth Galantino, 
Tim Schmidt, Rick Maerker, Ken Trimble, and Bob Bennett. M-DTS manbers, Ted Sanderscn and 
Anthffliy Belfiglio joined us for the work party 

The minutes of die April 30 member's meeting were approved as ciroiJated. 

Treasurer's Report 
Mary Bleecker presented the following treasurer's rqjoit whida covers the period from April 30 to 

August 18, 2000. 
Income 

Membership rmewals 
New menrf)ers 
SaleofM-DTi 
Sale of I 
Interest 

$160 00 
77.00 

202 
5130 
2.77 

$493.m 

Ezpenaes 
July Newdetter pnefaag 73.90 
Pwcbase of200 M4rr patches 37000 
TaAtamtmrnatsmt^ 31.20 

ITOO 
S19Z.10 

^ as Apnl 30,2000 $1900.28 
faoame minus expenses 4/30-S/18 0.97 
Balance in cfaedksig accoint as of SaS/OO $1901.25 

The secre^ry presented a list of Aose m arrests wdfa their 2000 dues aiber a d i ^ .notice wdfi tiie 
February newsletter arad a "ftial notice" widi the May newsketo^ The lemoval of 22 names from the 
m^bership rolls was approved. Manb^siiip IK>W stmds at 111. 

Election of Officers 
Ride Maerker, chaurman of the nominatmg committee, presaited the results of the mail-in ballot for 

oflficers of M-DTS. Thirty-three ballots were r«»ived. The followmg were elected to serve for the term 
from January 1. 2001 to Decanber 30, 2003. 

Prsidoiit Jim hUxipex 
Vice Pr^do i t Jim Denny 
Secretary Yvrame Blad^ 
Treasurer Mary Bleecker 
Director - PA Tim Sdraiidt 
Dkector - MD Tony Belfiglio 
Director - DE Bob Bamett 

Trail Reporte 
Eastern Section - Eastern terminus at Chadds Ford to Perryvffle 

Coordinator: Rick Murker ^ H ^ B B i H f l l B H H H m B ^ 
• Rick Maeiker has rd>la2Ed 10 miles of the M-DT from the eastem teiminus west to the HB Dupotit 
• MkUle Sdiool. 
• Bob Bain«t recommends a relocation of die M-DT in Newark away from Ouistina Credc, nordiofRt 

273. The trail diere passed through private property that was deeded pubUc access however S<HI» of 
the landowners were uncooperative and trail maintaiance became a problem. The prqiosed relocation 
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will follow Country Club Road, cross Rt 8%, then go down to White Clay Credc It will rgom the 
existing trail in White Clay Creek State Park. 

• A short section of the M-DT alci^ Christina Credc south of Church Road was closed by Newark 
Public Works Dqjartment for 2 to 3 weeks m July for a gafai<Mi projea to stabilize the stream bank.; 

• At today's work party in Elk Neck State Forest, 0.3 miles of erotted trail was relocated. See separate 
account. 

• On July 29*, a hiker reported that he aaiH iKjt access the M-DT westboond at R«i Toad ROEK! near 
North East, MD (Map 7; East to West, Mile 3.7). A home was being constnicted next to the teiqjhone 
cable right of way whidi the trail foltows. The home owner is usmg tfae ri^ of way for his dnveway 
aad said he allows no trespassing oa his land. M-DTS has used this ROW since the trail was first 
ccHi^let^ in 1983 Verbal approval was given at that time by a person at die telephone OMnpany. The 
trail follows the ROW for 3 miles, betweai Red Toad Rd and Belvedrae Rti; tiiere is no easy way to 
access die trail betweoi these two pooits. A notice about the trail itttmvqption will be placed on the M -
DTv^bsite. 

Central Section - Havre 6e Grace to Lock 12 Coordtaator: Pat Waif 
• At Havre de Grace, 65 tons of stone dust has b ^ miloatted miderltie Rt 40 briv^eto be placed on the 

Lower Suscptdtanna Heritage Gieenway/Mason-Dixoi Trail akng the aU laifaoal bed heading north. 
LSHG hopes to hire someone widi a "'bchcatr to qnead die Stone. 

• Ron Gray reports that the remaining side hill waA oa Ute trail idoanben ixkam Bald Hill has ooc yet 
been completed. 

Western Section - Lock 12 to Western Terminus at Whisky Springs 

Coordinator: Ron Gray I ^ H H j ^ B i d B B B ^ I I I I H ^ 
• Tun Schmidt rqilaced the missmg stqi on the stairs climbing up from Mill Creek h id ing north to 

Holtwood. He rajorts th.at the trail is eroding ns^ the power line towers and su^ests it be rerouted. 
• Ron Gray reports he received no information frcan the Game Commission r^ardmg die trail closure 

near Oakland Run due to nesting eagles. He assumes the trail is now reopaied, 
• Rem Gray notes that the bridge across Sawmill Rtm near Otter Credc Canqjground becomes slippery 

whai wet. He wil l cover the walkway with Yi inch square poultry wire to improve traction. 

Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway 
Yvwme Blades, M-DTS represoitative rai the LSHG steering committee, reports that a new 

Executive Director of LSHG has been hired to r q i l a c e f f l j H l S H ^ w h o has resigned and is moving 
away. The LSHG office has moved from Roger's Tavern m Perryville to the Cwiowmgo Visitor Center. 
Several representatives of LSHG met with the prraident and vice presidait of Aitmdd Coiporation about 
possible routes to bypass the quarry. They reported the Arundel team was very supportive. Initiatives 
discussed included: a water taxi, a trad around the penmrter of the quarry property (community input 
desirable), removal of the rods ca tbe M-DT roiOe to t te firing I 3 H ^ and constroctian of a swttdii»ck 
trail up the ste^ slope, and a trail to an ovarkxdcstto the quarry. 

Other Business 
Next Meeting: The next nrembers meeting and work party wil l be held on Sunday, November 

19di at White Clay Credc State Park near Newark, Delaware. 
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Successful Trail Relocation Project in EOc Neck State FotBSt 
Our August 20* work party ctmsisted of 12 M-DTS members plus 4^01^ Outdoor Advaiture 

Coordinator. Mar>'land State Parks, ^^ttH^/ttf Crew Chiefi'Supervisor, Maryland Coiservation (f oip 
(bas^ at Elk N»:k State Forest), and^HMB^ ^ founder of the new Elk Neck Trail that connects the 
M-DT to Turkey Point. ^ | ^ h a d approved the proposed relocation and volunteered to join us and use the 
c^portunity as a trail ccHirtructiOTi workshop. The section of M-DT to be relocated was aa an old hunter 
access trail that had become badly eroded, especially on the down s\ape. On the level section, die 
relocation followed game trails; some branch cutting was required, ranoval of deadfell, the blueberry 
budies were cut back with a brush cutter. thei^H^foUowed bdiind with a leaf blower which made the ne\
route instantly recognizable as a trail! Mary and Turner added the blue and white blazes. Oa the down 
slaps, the relocadon followed higher ground next to the gully created by the old trail. pointed out a 
young oak tree that was dying due to gypsy moth infetaticxi. It was cut down and used to make 4 water 
bars which were strategically placed on the new trail. Tlie old route was ccm^fctely obliterated by covermg 
it with brush, deadfall and leaves (agam the leaf blower was use&l). covered up the old blazes with 
Ron's "blaze-oUtferamr"pan. 

does not approve of the bridges we use on the M-DT n E& Neck State Forest. ^Hi^ 
of the M D CouMavJUioo Coq» is ittBeieslBd m a brid|Be linidiBg |Hoiect fig her CHwr. Wehopeahe 

can obtamthene(^sarypenmtsaadcmyaatlhis|m])ecttDie|rfao^ 

Susqu^anna River Sojmjm - : 
Editor's Note: M-DTS lice President, Jim Detmy. Imik part in Ms ammd event in Jmte. I adted him to write 
about his experiences. 

On Sunday mommg, June 18, approximately 240 nver stqoumers set out in 140 canoes and kayaks 
ffom Fort Hunts Park just ncHth of Hanisbiiig, PA. Then- desrinarion: Havre de Grace. MD, E i g ^ n v e r 
miles and 6 days later, tfae gpjf^ reached their dpsfmanon, abc^ii^ vrfiai&de at this tap-ef-^be-bay Umn in 
time for lunch oantesy of I te mayor, membras of the a iy coimcil and Stanrfc Moon KjQfaks. 

The grwqj incliid»i bodi young and cM, expenenc«i and inexperknced paddtes, a mmd}«r of 
veterans of earlira- scgoums, with tandesn and scAo paddlas m a wiU assmtmem of crait About 60 percent 
of the craft were canoes and 40 percent kayaks. S<sne were many thousand dollar handcrafted wooden 
boats. Others were the most basic Grumman aluminum or home-made boats. The two most unusual were 
a 12-person war canoe that could out-paddle any tandan canoe or kayak and a dug-out style log canoe that 
had been handcrafted using traditicsial techniques by staff and volunteers of the Pamsylvania Museum of 
Archeology. This most primitive of craft wei red over 800 pounds, it was a daunting task that required 
many strc«ig backs to accomphsh the put-ins and take-outs. 

Along die way, die group was treated to nwre than fifty perceitt of its meals by vohmteer groups, 
including a local Mediodist church, Pennsylvania DER, Maryland DNR and the two powrer cOTipames, 
PP&L and PECO. Most evsungs mduded a pragiam that was eidio- envinxnnental,, hisliCHkai, muskal or 
acanbmaticnofdiese At two darns, the groii^} lecaved exteiKied VIP U>i^ of die hydnieiectrk A 
^lecial tre^ wss a noonday ceramxual program at tfae faidiai Steps Maseam in Yoik CoiBtfy pat on by 
Su^iudiannock aid Lemn L a n ^ Indians, a lo i^w^l i i edwwH^ofa tx^ lec txn (rf'hisi^cal aiti&ctstfaat 
had been found locally. î W3ther afternoon there was an environmental walk with interpretation along a 
stretch of the Massn-Dbum Trail. Somi of t l » fc&s i^ard abosttbs M-DT widi 'tis &nK>us blue blazes fcer 

. the f i r^ time. 
A necessary feat akng this streteji of the Susquefaanria IS to get aroirad die four r r » ^ 

dams: York Haven, Safo HartxH-, Holtwood and Ccoowingo. Al l are :foiuliar rivo- laidmaiks to v^etm 
hikers of the Mason-Dixon Trail. The group received portaging assistance ftom the power coi^anies 
around the dams. Executing a proper takeout above the dams is important in thstt die cunent pkks up as 
you approach the dams. 
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There was mudi to see and hear alaig the way. On the rough sitte, the group expenoiced a brutal 
noon-day sun, occasional strong headwinds or cross-winds, dead caip, descending and screediing jet 
aircraft, wild^an jet-skiiers and a caliginous flotsam of natural flora and fatma, as well as the nver-bome 
detritus of all lewis of human society and activity. 

On the softer side, the bird Ufe, flittermg dragmflies and butterflies, the blo<Hning water Hlies, 
loads of late spnng and early summer wild-flowers along the bank, the fresh natural smells, the cooling 
breeze and the steady, rhythmic dip of paddles m and out of the water made the scjoum a deli^itftil sensory 
experience. 

Susqudianna Sojourn 2000 is the toith sojwim put on by the Alliance for tfae Chesapeake Bay. 
Earlier sojoums have b ^ n run cm the East and West Branches of the Susqudianna in Pennsylvania and 
also in New York State. This is the first tune the Sojourn has been run on the final mstch of die 
Susqudianna all the way to the Chesapeake. Look for Susquehamia Sojourn 2001 sometime in June of 
next year. 

Preŝ ^mig Nature's Heritage: 
33^ Biennial Appalachian Trail Confieience, Jidy 13-20,2001 

at Shippensburg Umvnsity, Pennsyhraraa 
Hiking aod badcpackins tr^s of vanoos dtoHei^ will be led oniiRr A T . in sondcnn and central 

PA and MD, and popobr local trails will also be indodeid Numen»s escanxos are planned akn^ wfifa 
biking, canoeing, horseback ndingofjfKHtunities. AwnietyofwoikslKpswyibelMU. 

Registration infecmation wiU be available in tfae Manii issue (rf'die A174, and on the AT and ^ 
Websites 

MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

R. Ronald Gray 


