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A Morning Hike and an Afternoon Meeting 
Ifi the White Clay Creek Valley 

Saturday, December 6, 2008 

The Mason-Dixofi Trail hike, preceding the {jiiarterly meeting on Saturday; December 6, will 
feamre die trail's passage along the National Wild and Scenic White Clay Creek in the bi-state 
Delaware and Pennsyivani-<i Park and Prcseive (Map 9; w-e. mi. 11.4 to mi. 20.8). Because the 
Delaware Park Service has mandated that the trail be officially charted entirely along the river, 
removing it from its former forested hillside routes, the hike distance will be about seven and a 
half miles, or about two and a half mi ies shorter than the one described in the current Mason-
Dixon Traii Map #9, 

Participants should gatlier by 9:00 a.m. at the Pennsylvania Preserve Lot 1 parking area on 
London Tract Road. Lot One is locaici-l jitst before the junction of London Tract Road with Good 
Hope Road. A shuttle arrangement wil! take hikers to our start at Fremont Road for the hike back 
to Lot One; 'BriffgsMri^nd'k Midi ajsci .,!.• ess as llfriveathErtjff Deceniber 6* dictates. 

All are welcome to the members and board meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the meeting room of the 
Pennsylvania Presers e m sh h"-! i i K Pr n n ' . ^ B iplM Church. HikteB will have a pi'eview of the 
Church which tliey \\!'< 1 -"̂  ^ i ion i J ^iL 

Directioi}«f:o PA Preserve Lot C>nc 

From the North heading south on PA Rte. 896 (New Ijondon Road), afiter passing tbougli the 
small borough 6 f Kenibles\'i!le. in aboiit half a mile take a left onto Good Hope Road. Stay on 
Good Hope until it ends in 3.2 miles where it merges on the right with London Tract Road. At 
tliis < shape juncture, take a sharp tight onto London Tract and Parking Lot One will be 
immediately (about 20 yards) on your left. 

From the South heading north o» Rte. 896, after leaving Delaware and passing through a less-
tlian-a-mile slice of the northeast comer of Mars'land, you will enter Pennsylvania. In 
approximately 2.2 miles ar r ive a t t h e j u n c t u r e with G o o d H o p e R o a d w h e r e y o u turn 
right. S tay o n G o o d H o p e untis it e'^ds in 3.2 miles w h e r e it m e r g e s o n the right 
with L o n d o n Tract R o a d . At this < s h a p e j u n c t u r e , t a k e a sharp right onto 
London Tract a n d Park ing Lot O n e will b e i m m e d i a t e l y {about 20 yards) on your 
left. 

The on - l i ne G o o g l e M a p " G e t D i rect ions " m a y h e l p t o visualize the a b o v e . 
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_ ^ Trail Coordinators: 

Centra! Section..'. voluiueer needed 
Eastern Section.. voluntcCT net-dcd 

TTie M-DTS Newsletier is published about 
four weeks in advance of each of the Ixnir M-
DTS members' maeting?/work parties held 
annually. Submission.s are welcomed. Khill or 
email to editor. (See address ;fh<>, e . • 

The Mason-Di.xoii Trail S\': 
volunteer, scrvicc-oricntcd a M O c i a i n . i i . . - i 
clubs and individual hikers thm has as iis 
purpose the use and coiiscrvptipii of the 
bacfccountry through the development of new-
trails in the mid-Allantic slates. Tlie nucleus of 
M-DTS is the 193-m)le Mason-Dixon Trail 
which passe-s through historic and .«cnic ar r . fo f 
Pwinsytvania, Marv-land and Dehr.vaie. 

New members are welcome, fo join send $15 
(wiiich covers cost of M-DT maps aid patch) io 

Mason-Dixon Trail System, hic 
[tick Maerker 

Thereafler^lhe annua! fee is .$5. 
îjgû  Life membership is available for S250. 

Visit the Mason Di.x;on Trail ',vcb site ai: 
wwvv.ma,s<)ndixoniraii.ore 

Minutes of September 21,2008 
M-DTS Board and Members Meeting 

President Hooper called the nreeting to order at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Iron Hill Museum picnic area. Newark. Delaware. Members present 
incliicied Robert Bennett. Yvonne Blades, Allen Britton, Lore Britton, 
Ron Campbell, Ron Gray, Jim Hooper, Joyce Hooper, Cynthia Kelly, 
i*hyilis Morley, Ton! MorSey. Jim Neal, and Dwayiie Shreve. 

The meeting at the Iron Hiil Museum was called to order by President 
Jim Hooper at 1:55 p.m. He openai by commending Rc^ Campbell 
for liis article on the Mason-Dixon Trail in the September '08 issue of 
York Coimt}- Parks, a Publication of the York Countv' Department of 
Parks and Recreatiofi. 

hikmtm of the Jwne 1 5 , a s recorded in the 
Septen»ix';r Newsletter 

Ron Gray note*! under the Western S«tion trail rejKHts, the 
opening of the fifth paragraph should read, "Regarding the Game 
Lands, Area 242 . . 

[There wer&mi ftirther c«Ttections, bitt a mailed report from 
Dave Linthici|n^ included as a news item later in this issue modifies a 
number of iterfis ill the Central Section reports in the June issue.] 

Treasurer's Report 
The report of income and CKjienses from 12.27/07 to 9/21/08 by 

treasurer. Rick Maerker, was accepted subject to audit. 

Trail Reports 

La.sicrn Section - Eastern Terminus at Chadds Ford to 
Perrpillc 
Coordiiiat{)rs: Chester and New Castle Counties: Yvonne 
Blades; Cecil County: Kevin Jones. 

«'>n t.he b.is;- o f the hike preceding die meeting, there was general 
ciinhensus that the broken maffefat the exit of the trail from its 
course along the power line into adjacent woods (Map 9, w-e: mi, 
1.4)l!e ieplaced as soon as possiblb. 

W'onne Blades reported that she and Sandy Weymouth, in late June, 
cleared the trait and refreshed blazes between Rolling Mi l l Rd in 
North East and the Stony Creek crossing (Map 7-E to W, Mile 0.3-
2 9) Since then, Sandy has carried on with trail clearing and blazing 
headintr west. 



Central Section - Havre de Grate to Lock lit 
Coordinator: Bo Hopkins 

Yvowwe Blades reported thai Sost|oehanoa State Park Crew S u p e r v i s o r , ^ ^ H l H i m m ^ has been 
working on a relocation o f twnfQ s'-oded «teep..hill section of trail in the Park (Map 6: w-e, ca. 

'mi. 16.5). 

The Susqiiehaiiii.- .'-la.,^ .'arkCrew S«j«rvjsor.^il^HBBBBBfsurfciew' haveb^n wiMkiogon 
a relocation of an un^ îfo ensdcd steep hill section of the MDT ia ifte Park (Map 6: w ^ , mi 16.5). 
Jim Hooper and R I M I ax^ pm in one of the wx»4> sessk^. 

Yvonne Blades not&i tliat hss been mddng to the Jrail effrmd m Ifce Cmmw'm^ mtm. In 
August, she attended the Conowingo Dam ground breaking ceremony for an elaborate "Fisherman's ' 
Wharf" to be built b\. She learned froin the Conowingo plant manager that this area will be 
the trail head for a new Lower Susquehanna Heritage J rail (http://vv^vw.lshgreenwav.org'') that will 
connect Fisherman's Park to the LSHG lieadqnatters office on Rte 1. Yvonne will arrange for a 
meeting with Mary Ann Lisanti of LSHG to discuss the possibilitv' of the M-DTS making use of the 
LSHG traii when it is built. 

Jim reported that there is need for one or two trail relocations in Apollo Park (Map 4) 

Bo Hopkins has subnit'tteci" for the record the loilownig on Susquehanna State Park: 
The work being done in SusquehffilSfelite Park^ff t̂  tefeutfe' moving the park's old "Spur 6" from it's 
current (ocarion to more sustiJinabie land, and a more accessible pi>int in a parking lot. 
Susquehanna's staff, I as a inen.Hp- ' i f tt̂ g [vtaryiahd Conservation Corps, and my crew of 5, with the 
help of M-DTS, .AmeriCorps. "';d Mirylantl's Parks & People Program for underprivileged youth, all 
contributed to the re-route's design and constrticfion. 

This ne\ Spur included lots of rock'work? Rock amioring the trail tread, moving rocks that were in 
the way, and placing roeks to create steps. ;^iid i i i sotne parts, a rock spree was secured in .such away 
that the trail traverses over the rOck> pile; As my contract widi the Park has ended and I have returned 
to being a full-time student. 1 am not sure of wliat the current status of the relocation is, or i f it is yet 
open. Wheti llastteit the park, it was not jet open, and a 
little bit more work had yet to be done. Nonetheless, the new traii provides new- trail building 
techniques, and moves the old Mason-Dixon Trail closer to the Deer Creek Bridge so one spends 
Jess time walking along Stafford Road to reconnect v< ifh the trail. Since the Spur's head is at a 
Parking lot, one can now easily access the trail from this point with little trouble fmding a parking 
place near the Deer C'reek foot bridge. As for the trail itself, despite having to traverse the rock 
scrambles, the trail offers the hiker a gentler ascent/decent of the hill, and offers the eyes a close 
took at the new. sustainable, trail building techniques. 

Western Section — Lock 12 to Whiskey Springs: 
Cijortlinator: Ron Cray 

»'jim Hooper reported that Pci insv Ivarda Power and Light (PPL) has applied to the US Federal Energy 
Regulatoiy Commission (FLMv i lu transfer their land along the Susquehanna River to the Lancaster 
Conseivancy. Managctn J is curre; : K'ded as a requirement in their dam license. 
The proposal was made as pan ui their effort to resjwnd to questions raised by the Commission in its 
oversight review of the utilit>'. 



Regarding the gameiands 242. located north of Pinchot State Parle near Ski Roundtop Recreation 
Area. ,Iim repons that the administrators recently have shown a more cordial reception to our interest 
in routing our trail through the area than they had to our previous proposal several years back. The 
game lands would afford approximately five iniles on road where there is little housing. 

Other Business and Announcements 

M-DTS T-Shirts. .Icy ce Hooper repf,ms that there are only twenty shirts still available from our last 
order. 

Progress Report on Production of the Next Fttition of Trai l Maps. 
Rob Campbell submiKerl tl;r the mimites the fo! port ' 

"On the advice of the IT technicaf staff at Penn State York, 1 decided to use Paint.net. a ft^ 
program, to revise the maps, rather than PhotoShop, wtiich would have cost the MDTS close to 
$500. So far, it seems to work tine to read the last iteration of the maps: that Yvonne Blades sent me 
on CD. 

I've asked for heip from Jar. Gipe, who is a trail maintainer for MDTS and is helping me 
with understanding and usuig die sofiwaie . . . and we have met once to initiate the process. We wi l l 
continue Ui meet until the project is completed, or until I can do it myself. We are adding a small 
note to each map indicating "IVOTE: Far most recent revisions to these maps refer to: 
^mlw.masondixonlrail.ors". This wilfmean tfyaL we need a systematic way to show any revisions on 
the MDTS web site."' 

Yvonne is sending nie I'le uail details frqm the hack of the maps as word documents. So far 
I have this data for Maps ! - 4. i will ask fn-help with revising this iritbrmation from Jim Hooper 
and Ron Gray for the Western potlion of t!ie trail, and Bob Bentiett and Yvonne for the Eastern 
section. 

Don BIyler Offset Printing, of Lebanon, P.A is ready to print the ntaps as soon as we tnake 
the revisions and send thein to them. Their proposal to MDTS for printing of the maps, the cover 
sheet, and inseitihg fhem into poly'hags is S4919 for 500 sets or $529'6'for'600 sets." 

Next Meeting: 
There being floffifthet b\vrih'l;^srJPiPl.^l^flbf]^lr^s#\iie'next nteeting for Sunday, December 6, at 
the headquarters for the Pennsylvania Section of the White Clay Creek Preserve, in conjunction with 
the series of hikes, west-to-east, in which a portion of our tnembership has been engaged in its 
survey of the whole trail. 

News and Notes Since the Last Meeting 

Maintainor Dave Linthicum offers ttie following amendments to the Central Section 
Report in the September issue 
The reported erosion and overgrovMh in the Bald Hi l l section and overgrow'th in the 

,'Serpentine Barrens and to the south and near Indian Lake Christian Cattip is not significant, and tlie 
section of trail there is in basically L'ood shape arul worth a hiker's visit. He notes that he hasn't 
•̂ heard 'reports' that this summers heavily logged and closed section of our trail in the Boy Scout 
camp (Map 6, E to W nii. 1S.4-I9.0) has beeti reopened"' and he reports that the trail there is still 
hard to find-and follow there. ManageBWiatoWiis section is the responsibility of the scouts. 



New Garden Township Open Space and Grcenway Plan 
An exciting wide-ranging open space plan in New Garden Township, Chester County, directly north 
of the Mason-Dixon Trail (Map 10: w-e 0.0 mi to 5.0 mi) is a promising companion to or actual 
relocation for the Mason-Dixon Trail in this area! Our trail currently is mapped along country roads 
once it heads east from the P;\c Cla;. Creek Preserve, Lot One. For full details, google ''Ne^v ' 
Garden Township" and select ilie entry; New Garden Township unveils trail-blazing plan -
Hockessin, DT 

Quarry Land/Murphy's Hollow Land .Acquisition 
In October the Pennsylvania Division of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) made a first 
payment to the Lancaster-York Heritage Region in support of its successful negotiation, contingent 
on a hazardous waste check, tor the transfer of a Quany Land/Murphy's Hollow parcel to the York 
Farm and Natural Lands Trust. This open space acquisition provides a possible option tor an 
attractive reroutin'.g o f t te Mascw-Divoti Trai} im tlialarea. 

DuPont Compaoj/Stine-Haskell Lab I>(>autes lea .\cres to the City Nswark 
In October, the Ih '• donMml its ten-acre pavate m-hofd.rog ̂ tong tim Chri^ina.Rre«rm 
Newark, DE to U I L 4. thy-, l e v i wz n* nuWic pjrj. protactww a crucial link in tfse tail's 
long stream side F % ^.iiK ^ /'sj/rraeziTartiicieew tbettowatwm, 
which is accesssĉ jc us. ..C -̂ hrcM-N cn-u^ni mKM-matsve Mi-vor-Dtxan trail SyTrtejimweb 
site . contains ali"*umL. r ^ V i ^ n ^ c s Kr "c X L I N ^ . I f) \<-n Tiad 

Paul Melzer rtjn,s the entire length of the Mason-Dixon Trail in fhtw i n d one half days 
While you aire on Dwayne's M-D web .site, check also the link to New .Journal sports editor Steve 
Lanzs interview with Paul Melzer tbilowins the iaite r's prodigious feat (and/or teet). Paul, like 
many others, has be.:, n.e at! ^ - u u i a . for the trail, and be hopes lo attend our 
meeting on December 6. 

Eco-Delaware - One more Mason-Dixon web site to enjoy 
http:/AV\v\V.%i;o"dc?l\viare:c6!n/frtrce'.plt'p'?i8^7? ' ' 

M^DtS'Financial Report for the period 12/27/07 to 9/21/08 
Checking Account as of 12/27/1)7: \S5383.59--iChecking Account as of 9/21/08: S6050J9 ^f-j -j 
Income $2535.50 from dues, donations, and sale of maps, guides, patches and t-shirts | 
Expenses : $18(58.90 from newsjetters/tfi-ibldi; pfdHtiction and mailing, trail maintenance 
supplies and donations and dues to allied groups. W 

Certificates of Deposit: .̂ 0 mofith CD -S3.933.38 4month CD -$5,088.73 

Total Assets of .M-DTS as of 9/12/08: S15.072.30 

The Mason-Di.ton Traii S\stem expresses a special thanks to the Delaware Academy of Science and its 
tre;isurer and M-DTS member, .laines Neal. for making its facility, the Iron Hill Museum, available for 
our September meeting. w~v\nv.ironhillmuseum.org. 


