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M-DTS NEWSLEHER Augusf 1995 

NEXT M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - Soturdoy, SEPTEMBER 14, 1996 
Dick and Ann Tobias' CafcHn a t ^ B J U S I f l B i m i ^ 

Meeting: 10:00 am Reports on trail conditions; open discussion of format for next edition of 

Lunch: 
Hike: 

Supper: 5:30 pm 

M-DT Map/Guide 
12:30 pm Bring your own 

Dic!< will take us on a 3 to 4 hour hike in the area. The A T is nearby. Did< 
may show us the prqDOsed AT relocation in Swatara State Park. 
Spaghetti Dinner - for tfrose wishing to stay and for a nominal contribution 
to defray costs. Please RSVP by September 11,1996 at 

1:00 pm 

Directions: See map. Die* s a ^ that his place is 50 minutes NNW of Lcricaster. 
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Minutes of ttie June 19,1996 M-DTS Members' Meeting 

The meeting was held at the Lock 12 Historic Area near the Nomnan Wood Bridge. There were 11 
members present; Ron Gray, Jim Hooper, Pat O'Dell, Tim Schmidt, Yvonne Blades, Rick Moericer, John 
Schutky, Mike Wright, Cloir Piersol, Charies Albin and Bob Bennett. 

The minutes of the fularch 17, 1996 meeting were approved as circukited with the correction of the 
name of Tim Schmidt who partcipated in the December 10th work party. 

Treasurer's Report 
Rk:k Maeri<er presented the report in the absence of the treasurer. The balance as of March 15, 

1996 w ( K $2357.39. Income for the period from March 15 to May 3 1 . 1 9 ^ vras: $553.00 from 
membership dues (new and renewals), $202.00 from sole of mop/guides, $112.00 from sale of patches, 
and $13.88 interest. Expenses were: purchase of 200 M-DTS patches - $372.00, printing costs for May 
M-DTS Newsletter - $58.80, postage - 857.60. The botance in the checking account as of May 3 1 , 1 ^ is 
$2749.87. 

Traii Reports 
Eastern SectkK) - Eastern Terrranus to F^nyvUe CocxcSnator Turner D o » d ^ 

• Rick Moerker reported that the stream crossing on the M-DT near Cossart Road is becoming wider and 
more difficult to cross. The kand owner (Mr Haskell) does not want a bridge ftiere thus big rocks will fcie 
needed. 
• Bob Bennett plans to contact Newark, DE members of M-DTS and the Wilmington Trail Club to fonfn a 
local group: ( a) for trail maintenance of tfie 10-mile stretch of the M-DT in ftie area plus ottier local trails, 
(b) to woric on formalizirvg the existing public right-of-way in the Christionstecd-West Branch area and (c) to 
look info, and write a grw»t ptopc^ for, possibte open space purchases for preservation and p u t ^ access 
by appropriate public agencies. 

Bob reports that the City of Nework is willir^ to provkJe tools for irai mcHitenance prpfects. 
• Ed Yalisove has mode another refocotion of the M-DT In ttie Grays HrH oreo to ovdd corrffef with frome 
construction. 

Central Sectk>n — Havre de Grace to Mill Creek Coordinator. Pat O'Dell 
• Yvonne and Herts Blades cleared the M-DT from Havre de Grace to the "top of the rocks" at the police 
shooting rar^e on Quarry Rd In preparation for a survey by a sub committee of the Lower Susquehanna 
Heritage Greenvray Coordinating Committee. See report of survey ttiat follows the minutes. 
• In SusquetKinna State Parle, Yvonne Blades measured the recent relocatic»i between Lapidum and Rock 
Run Miij. TTie distance is 1.3 miles cornpored to 2.2 miles by the old route. Yvonne and Herb Blades have 
rehabilitated the M-DT along ttie peninsula between the Deer Creek trestle and the new Greenway. The 
trail hod received substantial flood damage. Rerouting, tree cutting, dipping and reblazing was done. Pari< 
personnel txave cleared and reopened ttie Gre«tway section to Conowingo. Yvonne reported that 
Susquehanna State Park hos now marked some pork trails with dark blue bkizee. T h e ^ frails do rw* 
connect with the M-DT trnd the tkxze cotor is dorlcer than M-DT blue so ̂  hopes fhere wit! be rK> 
confusion. 
• Blazes on the section above ft>e Peach Bottom pk»it were spruced up by Ride Moerker and Ctair Pierrol. 
• At today's workporty, Hkk Moerker, Ckiir Piersol ond Mike Wright deaied and mode scmie rekxxrtkxis on 
the trail through Peovine Island which hod also received flood damage. They will redo the blazes fdlowing 
the rneeting and Ron Gray and Jim H o r ^ r will cut o tree that is across the trail. 
• Pat O'Dell has weed-wtiocked her section between the Norman Wood Bridge and Mill Creek. 
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Western Section — Miti Creeic to Western Terminus Coordinator Ron Gray 
• The Mill Creek to Holtwood dam section is in good shape. A post is needed at ttie north end of this 
section (mile 7.5, west to east, Mop #5) to mark ttie turn where the southbound M-DT leaves the rood near 
the dam and bears right uphill. 
• Charles Albin worked yesterday to cut through downed trees along ttie flood damaged section of the 
M-DT from McCalls Ferry Road to the mouth of Oakland Run. At today's workporty. Pot O'Dell, John 
Schutky, Tim Schmidt and Yvonne Blades continued ttie work of clearing the trail and also picked up litter 
left by the flood. Charies plans to check the Oakland Run section tomorrow. 
• The M-DT from Posey Rood to Otter Creek has been cleared and Ron Gray and Jim Hooper hove cut 
through the blowdowns. A short relocation is needed along Furnace Run to move the trail off the eroding 
stream bonk. This may be done as a scout project. 
• The M-DT section just north of Otter Creek needs weed whacking. 
• Posts are still required to riKirk the trail through the Glodfelter clear-cut area. 
• The M-DT t h r o u ^ ApoHo Park neecte work; t^owdowns to cut, rock work, trjnvrmg. Ron Gray 
suggested that a M-DTS workporty be schieduled for this area. 
• Rock work is needed at Cuffs Run. 
• Ron Gray and Jim Hoc^jer have redone CBid tikized ttie dknb from Greenbianch. Weed wfxicking is 
needed. 
• More "needs" reported by trail coordinator Ron Gray; 

- reblazing to WrightsvIHe 
- a mointoiner for Wrightsville to Accomoc 
- reblazing north to Pinchot Pork 
- wori< on the M-DT in Pinchot Pork. 
- a new mointoiner for the proposed relocafton inrto state gamekirKi #242 

• Ron reports that ^tfKtfKt Parte M a r x i ^ r at Rnchot State Pork, bos put in o parking tot at the M-DT 
junction with the rocKl to improve oxessitMlify to ttie trail. 

Ottter B u s i n g s 
• Mountain Bflce Use on M-DT - President Rick Moericer received on inquiry about use of mountain bikes 
on the M-DT. The policy re use of mountain bikes depends entirely on tfie indiwdual land owners of the 
properties on whk;h the trail lies. M-DTS is not the land owner. Permission was granted to M-DTS by the 
vranous kand owners to build a hiking trail. 

• M-DT nrKip/guides - We need to consider publishing a new edition of ttie M-DTS Trail Guide. There 
ore only 50 - 60 lett ctf ttie origpnai 700 fmn^ed m 1 %S cmd there have been sem êiari frol rekxxifions s n c e 
then. What format? The mops »>eed to be »r i |>ro^ to s txm oc»ess poirfe more clewljr. 

• Tia8 Bridge over Mu<kiy Creek - Yvonne Blades asked about the possibility of building a bridge to take 
the M-DT over Muddy Creek to solve the Wylie property access problem. Ron Gray said it would t>e very 
expensive and not feasible to build a bridge in the gorge area but it migfit be possible to build a bridge at 
the rTKHJfh of Muddy Creek if there ore old abutments there. 

Next M e e t i n g 
• September 14, 1996 - M-DTS members' meeting and hike at the Tobias' cabin at Greenpoint PA. 

Ttie meeting will start at 10:00 am followed by o hike at 1:00 pm. 

• November 10, 1996 - M-DTS members' meeting and work party. Work party at Apollo Pork. Meet at 
York Hiking Club cabin at Otter Creek at 9:00 am to corpool to Apollo Parte. 
Members' meeting at 12:30 pm at the York Hiking Club cabin. 
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Lower Susquehortrio Herifag© Greenway Ufxkite 
by Yvonne Blades 

(Note: Yvonne attendte the nrionttity meetings of ttie Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenvray (LSHG) 
Coordinating Committee as a representative of M-DTS. Ttits report covers the period since March 1996.) 

• 
Coordinofor Hired m̂iimplJPJjjJPtook on the position of part time coordinator of ttie Lower Susquehanno Heritage 
Greenway project in May. He formerty woriced in the environmental a r « 3 for PECO Energy. 

New Bridges and Interpretive Signs on LSHG South of Conowingo 
The first section of the LSHG, from Conowingo south to the Stafford Rood bridge on Deer Creek, 

which was officially opened o year ago, now features two new bridges and a series of interpretive signs. 
One bridge crosses the old canal and con be seen from ttie Mason-Dixon Trail. The other crosses a 
tributary of Deer C r e ^ nmr Stafford Rood. The ir*erpre^ive signs anckide rrwps, diograms and old photos 
dboiit history and ecok>£y i^ues. S t e r o l are on ttie action of tfie LSHG ttiGtf on ixad^ \ARtti t t ^ 
ArK^her interestif^ sign te Lo^Mdum *nlh historic ptv^^tognxfi^ of the txMf^ngs thof existed there. 

Survey of Havre d e Groce te A r u n d ^ Area 
The next sectk>n of ttie LSHG to be built will likely be ttxit from Hcwre jte Gnxe north to Aiurxiel 

Quarry. I was part of a B-n^vtoer sufc>-commitlee tf^ct suwyed ttie <H©a on Apri 10,1^6. We started at 
the Susquehanno M u ^ o m in Havre de GrcK^ (the M-DT p t ^ ^ s d k x ^ fay tm C<mesteo St). The museom 
focuses on the history of the Susquehanna and Tid»worfer Canal. The buidrig is a former k x * tKXJse and 
o reconstructed \ock is neorfoy We f d l o w ^ the M-DT f Sectkm One Trof on map) north ttwough 

Mcllhen^ Park, under ttie Rte 40 bridge and 
across ttie tktai ^leom (fortunately if was tow 
tide). Ttie trcigenercrilyfoikjws the ^ r d i n e 
Ihrtxigh s c n r f ^ woods and vines. Ttie ground is 
k}w tying cmdrath^w^. In abmit 3^4 mile ttie 
M-DT joins on atxindoned railroad bed, pcsses 
under the CSX Railway bridge and continues on 
or near the RR t>ed until close to the Arundel 
property line. Ttien tfie M-DT turns stxjrpty left 
("Section Two Trail") and climbs up t t « steep 
slope over large boulders. (One member of our 
team was brave «iough to follow me up the 
slope!). 

On our return we attempted to follow the 
old railroad bed ("Secfion Three Trctif") all the way 
back to the Route 40 bridge. It was overgrown, 
but using game trails, bushwhacking, and with the 
aid of ttie one fX3ir of clippers in the group (mine), 
we managed to make our way through. The RR 
bed ains at the base of the steep slope rising 
from river level and skirts the large marshy area 
north of Route 40 bridge. 1 feel the old RR bed 
would moke a l o v ^ route for the greenway and 
for the M-DT. it Is still in good strape, is high 
enough to avoid the wet areas, gives lovely views 
over the marshes and a small lake and avcMds the 
problem of crossing ttie tidal stream. The group 

Community 
Center 

4 

Havre de Grace 51S l f es - = - ^ . y - . , 

Routes Surveyed: M-DT • m m Alternate routes • • • i 



felt the present M-DT roj te could be retained to moke a loop trail. Boardwalks and a bridge would be 
necessary. 

Some members of the survey group thought it would be feasible to build stone steps with 
switchbacks and handrails or o wooden stairway to climb the steep slope TSecfion Two") near Arundel. 
Another possibility is to angle up the slope ("Section Four Trail") from south of ttie CSX Railway bridge to 
come in behind the Community Center on Logoret Drive. 

Anyone who might be interested in volunteering tor trail construction work in this area please contact 
Yvonne Blades at4H|^BHBHM |0BHMHMI|^B^ir phonel 

M-DT TRAIL RELOCATION IN SUSQUEHANNA STATE PARK. MD 2/96 
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MAP # 6 

WEST TO EAST 
(repkK:es c iRrent description 

erf mBe 17.8 up to mile 20.7) 
17.8 mi Turn right onto Stafford Rood, 

Pass by historic Grist Mill (now restored 
and open to the public) and canai. Parking ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
QvaaQble, Continue on Stafford Rood and walch " 
ftx btaz^ on the ri^t markir^ a trail that veers up 
ttTOogh tie woods. 

le.O mi Veer right and cWnt) uphill through woods. 
Trcil ptwc^lels Stafford Rood h i ^ up on slope. 

18.2 mi Turn right, then left ond toltow fence line. Cross 
fence line and climb up rocky trail. 

18.3 mi S^n "Attention Dismount ond wolk horses and bikes' 
Troil crosses steep stape on dug-in trail. 

18-4 mi Pass by stone wall. Trail angles right then gradually descends. 
18.6 mi Cross skle streom then dimb gradually 
18.8 mi. Tn^ junction with white-bkized trail joining from right (former route of M-OT) 
18.9 mi Stort steep switchback descent; trail fkittens then descends steeply again. 
19.1 mi Readi Lapidum Rood; parking available around comer on Stafford Rood; restnxxns 

ot boat taunch at foot of Lapidum Rood. Turn right on Lapklum Road and foltow it up ttie hilL 
19.7 mi Leave Susquehanna State Pork. 
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