
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER A p m i a s s 

IN THIS ISSUE 
• TRAIL RELOCATION - north of North East, Mar>land (AlAP 7). See page 6. 
. MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER - page 2 
m NEW M-DT MAPS AVAILAB LE - page 2 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - - 9:30 am, Sunday, May 17 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - - 1 : 3 0 p m , Sunday, May 17 

For both ihe work party and members' meeting, me^ m ttie Lock 12 histork; area in the 
first parking lot north of the Norman Wood Bridge off PA Route 372. See map below. 

The work party wffl dean up the ?>feKJii-DkoD TraB arad aii|aces3t ar^s ismMli of Lock 12, over 
Peavine Island to River Road There is a lot of htter in this popular area and recent high mster will have 
deposited much debns on the trail. Trash bags will be provided Briog work ̂ oves, clippers, small saws 
etc. and lunch and a beverage. 

A chain-saw crew is also needed to cut trees across the trail in the Pradi Bottom area. 



$$ 1998 M-DTS MEMBERSHIP DUES REMINDER $$ 
Your 1998 Mason-Dixon Trail System Inc. membership dues are now due. The 1998 dues 

form is included with this mailing to those vAio have not yet roiewed their membership for 1998. We 
hope you will continue to support M-DTS. * 

WEW MASON-DIXON TRAIL MAPS AVAILABLE 
The elegant, new, complrtely re\'ised, set of 10 maps covering the entire 190-mile Mason-Dixon Trail is 

now available. The 2-co!or maps, printed on waterproof, tear^roof paper, show contours, roads, parking and other 
features. Each map is 20 x 8.5 inches and is folded to a 4 x 8.5 inch format. A detailed trail description, both west 
to rast and east to west, is printed on the reverse side of each map. The set of 10 maps mcludes a cover dieet and is 
aiciosed in a plastic bag. 

The cost of the map set is $12 which inchides 4e co^ of mailing. Clicks diould be made payable to 
Mason-DixcHi Trail System Inc. and mailed to: Mary Bleedcer, Tr^sarer M-DTS 

M-DTS members ifiiay renew thesr membership and receive the new set of maps for a total of $15. 
* * * * 

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 1,1998 M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING 
The meeting was held at the Susqudianna Museum at the Loddioisse'm Havre <fe Grace, Maryland. These 

present were: William CawAray, Richard Winemilkr, Jeff" ShtHt, Wanen Davies, Pat O'Dell, Mite Calabrese. Jim 
Denny, Rick Maerker, Mary Bicker, Clair Piersol, ffenk Drumrocjul, Jim Hooper, Ren Gray, Inn Schmidh, 
Yvonne Blades, Bob Benn^ and guest^BHHHf^. 

The minutes of die November 2, 1997 meetmg were approved as circulated. 

Financial Report 
Rick Maerker presented a summary of the 1997 ruiancial acti\it) of Mason-Dixon Trail System Inc. as well as a 

comparison with the yearly a\erage of the last 10 years. 

Income 
Dues/Donations 
(123 renew, 2 7 n e » ) 
Sateitfni^guidcs 
Sale of patches 
Interest 

(CD redemptions 
TOTAL INCOME 

$2520.00 

444.95 
mm 
5205 

$6972.81) 
$3027.00 (9999 81) 

$1890.04 

393.47 
66.m 

34.78 

2386.89 

Expenses 
Newsletter 

Administration 
Trail maintenance 
Map/guide, 4* ed 
Patches 
Capital Rxpense 
Donations/Dues 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$384.16 
321.38 
109.66 

7398.42 
0.00 
0.00 

25.00 
$8238.62 

$339.92 
334.77 
207.82 

1112.49 
102.20 
71.00 
65.80 

$2232.00 

Opening balance in checking account as of 1/1/97 $ 700.12 
Income minus expenses in 1997 1761.19 
Ending balance in checking account as of 12/31/97 $2461.31 
CD - 30-month @ 5.73%, due 8/12/00 2573.33 
Total Assets of M-DTS, Inc. as of 12/31/97 = $5034,64 
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M-DT Maps 
Sales of the new M-DT map sets are going well. Mary- Bleecker reportai she bad mailed out over 90 to date to 

jcrs who had renewed their membership at SI5 le\el or higher. The winter 1998 issue of the Keystone Trails 
iocianon Newslener has an announcement about the new maps. Se\-eral hiking specialty stores (Shanks M^re, Wild 

. kVare, and Wilderness) have bought wholesale lots for sale to the public. 
E.xtra copies of some of the individual maps (except Map 4) are availaWe for purchase. It was decided to sell them 

for $1.50 per sin^e sheet. The cost of the complete map set is $10.50 plus $1.50 handling charge. 

Camping Sites on ttie M-DT 
Wc get frequent queries about where you can camp m-emight along the Mason-Dixon Trail. We need to prepare a 

camping information sheet with locations, restrictions, resen-ation procedures, phone numbers etc. Possible camping sites 
are; Gifford Pinchot State Park, Otter Creek Campground, Broad Creek Scout Re«:rvaiion for scout groups, Susquehanna 
State Park, and Elk Neck State Forest. The trail coordinators will send information about camping in their sections to the 
secretary who will compiie a list for disributioa 

M-DT Trail Reports 
Western Section - Wesiern Terminus to Mill Credi Coordinator: Itoa G r a T ^ H M H H B l J i ^ 
• Ron Gray has a good ronle in nund for a relocation tbnn^ Stale Gaxaz Lands in the Western SectXHi but wants to liiK 

up maintaincrs before relocating the trail. 
• Peter and Brenda Pctroski are the new nuiintaii^is for tte Accomac to Route 30 bridge section. 
• Additional work has been done on the climb from Fishing Creek siiKS the last meeting. It is in bener s h ^ but ai l! 

needs work. 
• Greenfaranch to Cufis Run: About 1200 feet of hea\ work has been dcHie hf Ron Gray, Richard Winoniller and Jim 

Hooper at the Greenbranch end to improve this veiy locky sedion. There is still *4 of a mile to do. A l a r^ bkwdown at 
Cuffs Run has been cleared 

• Cuffs Run to Apollo Park; Need lo contact new owners lixstA a possible short relocation at KoWer Road to inqtrm-e the 
route. The dcscem into Apdlo Park needs work. Thete is a bed Uowdovm in a (bngerws position to clear. 

• .Apollo Park to Bmds Run; Charles .Ament cleared some WowA)wtis recently. The rocks need work in several jriaas. 
There is a lot of ATV activity m the upper part of the park. Ron is trying to get the paik to in^aU a parking area for 
access. 

• Upper River Road (Sbenks Ferry Rd) to Rte 425 before Urev: The clin4> from Kline Rcerf has been reconstnffited Some 
clipping needed in the central section. New switchbacks needed on the climb fiom Oner Creek. 

• Rte 425 to Otter Creek: Some blazing needed Major water tor work on the climb lo Urey needed at some point m time. 
• Otter Creek to Rte 425 (south crossing): John Plyler is the new maintaincr. Horse traffic is a problem. 

Central Section - Mill Creek to Havre de Grace Coordinator: Pat O'Delli 
• Jack Schultz reports that there is a great deal of litter on the trail and adjacent areas on Peavine Island. 
• Yvonne & Herb Blades recently hiked along Muddv" Creek and report there are 2 or 3 blowdowns across the trail beyond 

the first stream crossing that need cutting. There are also signs of possible logging activity to come - red ribbons and 
blue diagonal paint strips on trees near the trail. The branches left from one tree that h ^ been logged obliterated the 
trail at the point where it turns left and starts the descent to Muddv Creek at Coal Cabin. Herb & Yvonne cleared a 
route around the mess. The bridge on the trail used b\ the dirt bikers is in dangerous condition. 

• There is a large blovvdown across the dug-in trail that descends to Grove Road near Lay Road and Coyne Lock 
• A large, felled, tree obstructs the trail where it leaves the old RR bed near Peach Bottom to descend to Atom Road 
• Trail maintainers are needed for the Robinson Run to Lay Road and Lay Road to Atom Road sections of the M-DT. 
• Jim Hooper recommends improvement in the trail down the long slope from the high point south of Broad Creek to river 

lev el and construction of a stile over the electric fence on the Clark farm. 
• .Before today's meeting, Jim Hooper, Ron Gray, Pat ODell and Yvonne Bla<ks walked part of the perimeter of the 

• • Arundel property- with Richard Mattingly of Arundel Corporation. We dismissed the possibihty of relocating even a 
short section of the M-DT (now on roads) into the Iwffer area outside the quarry fence. Mr Mattingly said he would 
check into it for us and let us know. 

• Today's work party continued work on the relocation along the old railroad bed at HavTe de Grace and cleared the 
existing trail to Arundel. See separate account. 
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Eastern Section - PernmTle to Eastern Terminus CooitUnaton Rick Maeriier ^ H m ^ l ^ P 
• Rick Maerker will take over as Eastern Coordinator from Turner Darden w ho has requested to be replaced. 

Turner for his many years of dedicated work as Eastern Coordinator. 
• The Wilmin^on Trail Club held a work Mke on the M-DT through Elk Neck State Forest and North East on Nove. 

16*. There were 22 participants. Much clipping w:as <kme. Stumps were removed on the new one-mile section of tra. 
Two imponant short relocations in North East were Wazed b>' a crew led by Turner Darden One avoids the crossing of 
the high speed Amuak line and the other ehminates 200 yards of bus>- highway. See detailed trail description on page 6. 

• Bob Bennett reports continued problems with the frail by the Christina Creek imder the Amtrak bridge. He has tried 
stepping stones but the stones are often under water. A more permanent solution is needed, 

• Rerouting is needed in Chnstianstead because of erosion along the creek. Trail marking is a problem where the land has 
been clearai to the creek edge. 

• Warren Davies repons that erosion along the edges of WTiite Clay Creek will make it necessary for more relocations of 
the M-DT in that area. 

Ottier Business 
Purchase of Trail Maintenance Eqaipmeot - Ron Gray asked for jqpprond to pmcfaase a "drag danqT (a caiAe 

clamp to shorten cabl^) for use m rock work. The cost is S."?*.95. .ApjMtn-al w ^ siairtal. 
Save Our Steps Campaign - Yvonne Blades proposed that M-DTS contribute to the KTA campaign to purchase 

and save the "1000 Steps" m Jack's Mountain, a key feature of the Link TraiL Sfe sug^sted we pitchase stra #190 (the 
length in miles of the M-DI)liaBr.SICM). Appsot^ 

Mountain Cto* «f Marvlaad - Yvxinne ma a sjraep ai U from die MCM Maa^ aa the MOT 2kms Muddhr Creek 
She wondered if the hKM or sme mfck te l manfeeirs ma^ be miilliiie to uammm a sscimm af the M-DT in Oat arex 
Jim Denny, a MCM maaabei. sad dyat tte M€M had savsai tiaiil tBamaaaBBee (ytMiiMitoneiaaa te he will eatBadt &ism abcret 
publicizing our w ork hiizs m Oar aen^kOsx. 

Correspondence - Rkk Maakcr, on behalf df M47rS, sast a hMsr of ceodtdcHX to Mis Robest Yost on the death 
of her husband. Bob Yost was one of the founders of the Mason-DL\on Trail SySiem. 

M-DTS Constitution and Bylaws 
A committee, beaded by Ron Gray, has revievwoJ the M-45TS Oa^itutioii and Bvlaws and suggested sjme 

revisions These were discussed at tbe msJing and fiirtfaer revisions were aiggested. Ron will consolidate these 
recommendations and {Hcsent the proposed revisions at the iBxt meeting 

Next Meeting 
The ne.\ M-DTS ineinher*s nKetii^ will be held on Sunday, 17 at Lode 12 at ] :30 pm. This wiQ be pieceded 

b>' a work party to clean up liOer and ifcbris from the M-DT and adjacent a r ^ m Peavine Island The vmA party vrill meet 
at 930 am at Lock 12. 

* * * * * « 

New Afemiiers 
We welcome the fisihmii^ I K W members who have joined M-DTS since Jaanaiy I, 1998: 

liichard A. Bailer Loa Homeier Jrfm Phicr (M) Cteles E. Strehl 
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Spring cleaning ?.eca.b c Hfif^^f 

(From the font page of the March 6,1998 Record, the HavTe de Gnce; newspaper) 

WORKING ON THE RAAJIOAD AT HAVRE DE GRACE, PART 2 

About 50 peoj^tunrfcwl on March 1,199S to i iwk cm the nen trail north <fttinedeG^^ ITiis was a follow-
up <rf Last year's efforts lo dear sfeoirt V4 mile of an (dd raiinaad bed for a rdocann of tiie M-DT and a route fijr tiK Lower 
Susquehanna Heritage Grecnwsy. TIK hard-wwking praq> mdnded 13M47rSnieinfcei5,someIocaI(atizeiisandalcamof 
30 yoimg people from the An^riCotps NCCC. The AiMsrkxKps giatq) OH the two ss^ions that ha«J not been cleared 
last year and did an amazing job. The M-DTers gnMsd oat loois and cat hadt oKiaaclui^ gnnrth m the rest trf tbe route. 
Ron, Jim and Pat worted with chainsaws to dear the M-DT south frcMU .Amndd to the new trail. 

Special thanks to Joe Kocbenderfer, a Havie de Grace cormdlman, fijr anran^b^ to have hot dogs, baked beans, 
cookies and sodas for the h u n ^ woricers. 
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1997 FINANCIAL PICTURE OF M-DTS ACTIVITY 

[ Q r a S I N G B A y k N C E 5 7 . 0 0 , 1 . 2 ] 

'Dues /Donat ions (123 "old": 27 "new" ) ' S 2 5 2 0 . 0 0 % 

Maps/Guides (50 sold) S 4 4 4 . 9 5 
: Patches 3 1 0 . 0 0 

• I n t e r e s t 5 5 2 , 0 5 
;CD transfer on a '11/97 S786 .1 1 
:CD transfer on 10/14/97 $ 6 1 8 6 . 7 0 
i T O T A L INCOME $ 9 9 9 9 . 8 1 

EXreNSES 
; N e w s i e t t e r 

1 / 2 8 / 9 7.' SS4,0S 
4 / 2 9 / 9 7 S64 .00 : * 

4 ; 2 9 / 9 7 ; S 6 0 . 9 0 
7 / 2 5 / 9 ? - S46 ,85 : 

1 0 / 1 0 / 9 7 : S 6 4 - 0 0 
10.f 1 4 / 9 7 S 8 4 - 3 6 
S u b - T o i a i S 3 8 4 . 1 S 

Ad m i n i s t ra t i o n 
1 / 2 4 / 9 7 " S I 7 2 . 0 0 

2 / 3 / 9 7 : S35 .0? -
2 / S / 9 7 ; 5 2 8 . 7 5 ; 

2 / 1 3 / 9 7 - S I 2.95: 
2 0 8/97 S _ 4 J 0 
2 / 2 4 / 9 7 ^ S8 . 0 0 „, 

4 / 1 7 / 9 7 1 $8 . 0 0 
4 / 2 9 / 9 7 S 1 0 . 0 0 
1 1/3/97; $ 1 1 . 1 1 
1 t / 6 / 9 7 - S 1 1 - 5 0 

1 1 / 29 / 97 - : 320.0 0 ; 

Sub -Tota i : $ 3 2 1 . 3 8 -
; Trail Maintenance 

2 / 1 5 / 9 7 ^ S28 .8S 
4 / 7 / 9 7 : $ 1 0 . 0 6 ; 

7 / 2 5 / 9 7 ; S 3 6 . 9 6 
8 / 1 7 / 9 7 : $27 . 5 4 ; 

8 / 1 7 / 9 7 ; $ 6 . 2 4 
Sub -Tota l ; $ 1 0 9 . 6 6 ; 

: Map/Guide, 4th ed. 
4/21/97: $ 1 1 5 . 7 2 : 

1 1 / 1 0 / 9 7 S 6 9 8 0 . 1 0 
r — " : " 

: 
1 1 / 1 0 / 9 7 ; $ 1 7 2 . 0 0 
1 1/13/97; S 6 5 . 3 7 
1 2 / 1 6 / 9 7 : S 6 5 . 2 3 
Sub -Tota l ; S 7 3 9 8 . 4 2 

: Donat ions /Dues 
] KTA Dues $ 2 5 . 0 0 

Sub -Tota l ; S 2 5 . 0 0 

T O T A L EXPENSES $ 8 2 3 8 . 6 2 ^ 

ENDING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 12^1/97 $ 2 4 6 1 . 3 1 ^ 

: CD — 30-fm)nth @ 5.73%, $2573.33; 

T O T A L A S S E T S O F M-DTS, INC. A S OF 12 /31 /97 I $ 5 0 3 4 . 6 4 



MAP 7 - 11/97 Relocations At North East, MD 

WEST TO EAST 
{replaces current description of 

mile 9.8 to mile 10.6) 
9 8 mi A t ' T ' interseaion, turn right onto Nazarene Camp Road. 

10.5 mi Cross directly over MD R t 272 onto 1-lane black-top 
dn\ awl follow it as it makes a U-tum and then lieads 
south parallel to RL 272. 

10.6 mi Turn left on buried cable right-^sf-way again; and follow it 
down hiii to cieek. 

« « » * 

(replaces current description of 
mile 11.4 to mile 11.8) 

] 1 -4 mi Trail turns right and heals towards disused underpass 
under Amtrak line. Go t f a w ^ l aa topaM, t h a i follow 
yello%v fence posts al<fflg atilily {roperly. 

11.6 mi Pick up Rolling M i l l Mmd md follow it across brid§e. 
11.8 nil Turn naht on Mechanics Vallev Road etc. 

EAST TO WEST 
(replaces current description of 

mile 0.3 to mile 1.0) ; 
0.3 mi JaA beyond church turn left onto Rolling Mill Road. 
0.5 mi Cross bridge ova: North East Creek, conlinue along road; 

then follow yellow fence posts to end of utility property. 
0.8 mi Go through d i s u ^ underpass under .Amtrak line: timi 

riglrt and pick up trail that follows along the creek 
1.0 mi Ailer passing pavilion etc. 

n n K * 

(replaces current description of 
mile 1.3 to mile 1.6) 

1.3 mi Turn left onto buried cable right-of-way. 
L S m i jyKMll iaOfel»rfker«a:hi^MDRt. . 272, tarn left and 

fii^nr a l-lame Mack t q ) drive t l ^ niake^ a U-turn and 
leadbss R L 212 fesdlj- cpposile Kazarcae Csss^ Road 

1.6 (ui Cnass MD 351272 aalu J-Jazafoie Casjap R-a:; .̂ 

• • • • = relocation 

M A S O N - D I X O N T R A I L SYSHTEM, 

Yvoni»Slailes 

K RtMiald Gray 


