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Present - day appearance of L o c k T w e l v e on the Susquehanna and 
T idewate r C a n a l a long t l » l ower Susquehanna. 



COUER STORY 

The cover i l l u s t r a t i o n s d e p i c t t h e remains o f Lock 12 of the 
Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal and an a r t i s t s c o n c e p t i o n o f the ^ f i r s t 
Columbia - W r i g h t s v i l l e b r i d g e . The Mason - Dixon T r a i l passes by the 
Lock remains as w e l l as under t h e b r i d g e s c a r r y i n g U.S. Route 30 and 
Pa. Route 4B2 t r a f f i c . The tuso b r i d g e s connect Columbia and 
W r i g h t s v i l l e a t the present t i m e . These i n t e r e s t i n g r e p r o d u c t i o n s are 
from "The Amazing Pennsylvania Canals" and " H i s t o r i c Bridges o f 
Pennsylvania". Both are used w i t h the per m i s s i o n o f t h e a u t h o r , 
U i l l i a m H. Shank. P.E., ^ • • • • • • • l i i H t a l l l i B i f l H ^ - tfHBl*- n r . Shank 
i s e d i t o r o f "American Canals", the n e w s l e t t e r f o r 750 members o f the 
American Canal S o c i e t y . He a l s o p u b l i s h e s a number o f books on t h e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n h i s t o r y of Pennsylvania. The a r t i c l e s on t h e 
"Susquehanna and Tidewater Canal" ami " L i f e on t h e Canals" which f o l l o w 
draw f r e e l y frcsR t h e two p u b l i c a t i o n s c i t e d above. 

Th i s n e w s l e t t e r i s p u b l i s h e d one month i n advance o f q u a r t e r l y 
meetings as a s e r v i c e t o i t s members by the MOT System, I n c . New 
members are weicame. Yearly dues a r e SLOO and new members are 
requested to add a one time a p p l i c a t i o n payment o f $3.00 to cover t h e i r 
f i r s t year a p p l i c a t o n f e e . For t h i s S7.00; hoiwiever, new members 
r e c e i v e a flDT T r a i l Guide and Haps, now s e l l i n g f o r 51.50. as u e i i as 
an a t t r a c t i v e patch s e l l i n g f o r %2,00. Send dues t o : 

flason-Dixon T r a i l System 
flembership S e c r e t a r y 

N D T I C E 

* T h i s w i l l be t h e l a s t n e w s l e t t e r prepared by t h e present 
* e d i t o r . ft v o l u n t e e r t o take over t h i s p o s i t i o n i s u r g e n t l y 
* needed-. I f i n t e r e s t e d , c o n t a c t Kay U)ay( 

« 

• 
» 

JULY IE , 19B7 HEETING HIBHLIBHTS 

* T h i s meeting was he l d a t Pinchot S t a t e Park and was attended by 
th e f o l l o w i n g "OLD RELIABLES": Kay Way, Pat Boyle. H a r i e P i t t e n g e r . 
C l a i r P i e r s o l . tlary B ieecker. and Louise S i s . 

H i g h l i g h t s o f th e meeting are as f o l l o w s : 
**TRAIL GUIDES - new t r a i l guides w i l l be p r i n t e d . Request t h a t t r a i l 
c o o r d i n a t o r s ( E a s t e r n & Western) send t r a i l changes t o Ron Gray 
immediately. 
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- I t uias suggested t h a t Ron Gray use one decimal p o i i 
i n mileage d e s i g n a t i o n s . T r a i l r e l o c a t i o n s have changed mileages show, 
i n o r i g i n a l guidebooks and changes made are n o t l i k e l y t o be accurate 
t o two decimal p o i n t s . 

- I t was a l s o suggested t h a t Ron Gray have a "Computer 
Addenda" o f t r a i l changes compiled by December so t h a t these Changes 
can be sent t o members t o update t h e i r guidebooks. 

TREASURER'S REPORT - 86 i n d i v i d u a l members as of June 30, 1987. 
- 14 o r g a n i z a t i o n a l members 
- 4 l i f e members 
- dues are payable January 1, 1388. 

PATCHES - EOO m i l e patches are now a v a i l a b l e f o r those who have 
completed the t r a i l . They s e l l f o r SP.OO. 

- riDTS patches w i l l be s o l d f o r SE.OO each to Boy Scouts who 
h i k e the t r a i l . ' -

POSSIBLE nOTS BOOTH AT THE FALL KTA HEETIMB - Louise S i s and Hary 
Bleeker, two o f our very personable and a c t i v e members. expressed 
i n t e r e s t i n s e t t i n g up a booth a t t h e Oct. 2 - 4 KTA f l e e t i n g t o 
disse m i n a t e inf o r a K a t i o n i n regard t o th e I1DT5. 

TRAIL REPORTS 

EASTERN SECTION - Kay Way spoke i n r e g a r d t o problems i n t h i s area 
s t a t i n g t h a t r e p o r t s have been rea c h i n a meimbsrs f o r t h e past year o f 
c o n t i n u i n g d e s t r o c t i o n o f t h e t r a i l and t r a i l blazes, by d e ^ ^ l o p e r s and 
t h e i r bulldozers- froip Newark t o Havre De Brace. S p e c i f i c a l l y ) . Shangri 
La and F a i r v i l l e H i l l s e c t i o n s have been s o l d t o developers l e a v i n g t h e 
s e c t i o n from Chadds Ford t o Landenberg p r i ^ i a r i l y on r o a d s . ^ 
Furthermore, as a d d i t i o n a l acreage i s developed, automabile t r a f f i c on 
roads being used by t h e t r a i l w i l l i n c r e a s e . The news i s not a l l bad; 
however, as Turner Darden p r o v i d e d the f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t t o th e members: 

REPORT FROM THE EASTERN TRAILS COORDINATOR 
FOLLOWING UP ON A REPORT THAT THE CHESTER COUNTY HIKING CLUB HAD 

HAD TROUBLE FOLLOWING THE MASON-DIXON TRAIL SOUTH GF NEWARK. THE 
COORDINATOR WENT ON AN INSPECTION TOUR AND FOUND THAT THE INFORMANT HAD 
UNDERSTATED THE CASE. 

THREE AND FOUR MAN WORK TRIPS HAUE BEEN HELD ON EACH OF THE PAST 
FOUR MONDAYS AND ANOTHER IS PLANNED FOR TOnORRDW. THE TRAIL IS NOW IN 
EXCELLENT SHAPE FROM THE B S D RAILROAD TRACKS ACROSS IRON HILL AND 
SOME DISTANCE BEYOND. ATTENTION HAS BEEN MOUED TO GRAY'S HILL. WHICH -
HAD BECOME COMPLETELY DUERBROWN. MORE THAN HALF OF THIS HAS BEEN 
CLEARED. AND THE REST SHOULD BE COMPLETED TOMORROW. AFTER THAT. THE 
NEW TRAIL MAINTAINE8. JOHN WILDS. WILL WALK HIS EKITIRE SECTIOfJ TO FIND 
ANY ADDITIONAL TROUBLE SPOTS. 

A PLAN I S AFOOT TO DEUELOP A POOL OF UOLUNTEEFS WITHIN THE 
WILMINGTON TRAIL CLUB TO PARTICIPATE IN nONDAY WORK TRIPS ON THE flDT. 

BOB BENNETT. MAINTAINER OF THE LANDENBERG TO NEWARK SECTION, HAS 
..COME UP WITH A PROPOSED RE-ROUTING WHICH WOULD DEPART FROn THE BANK OF 
WHITE CLAY CREEK AT WALTER CARPENTER STATE PARK AND JOIN THE CHRISTIANA 
RIUER AT NOTTINGHAM ROAD. THIS WOULD ELIMINATE TWO MILES ON THE B S D 
RAILROAD TRACK. A WALK TROUGH OF MOST OF THE NEW SECTION INDICATED IT 
TO BE ENTIRELY FEASIBLE AND QUITE ATTRACT IUE. CONSIDERABLE TRAIL WORK-_ 
WILL BE REQUIRED. BUT I'M CONUINCEO THE LABOR IS AUAILABLE. THE HOFl 
IS TO ACCOMPLISH THE RELOCATION THIS FALL. 
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tlembers p r e s e n t a t t h e meeting gave Turner a luieli deserved commendation 
f o r h i s e x t e n s i v e and p r o d u c t i v e e f f o r t s i n b e h a l f o f t h e t r a i l . 

» 
WESTERN SECTION - Ron Bray r e p o r t s t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

- Scouts have completed t h e t r a i l work on t h e c l i m b 
from r i i l l CreekCnear Lock 1 2 ) t o t h e t o p of t h e h i l l , 

- a r e l o c a t i o n on the "Jim Hooper" sectionCnear F i s h i n g 
Creek) w i l l be scheduled by the York H i k i n g Club i n August. 

- Susquehanna E l e c t r i c (a s u b s i d i a r y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a 
E l e c t r i c ) has s u b m i t t t e d an agreement f o r approval and s i g n a t u r e by 
flDTS o f f i c e r s . T h i s agreement i s c u r r e n t l y under review. 

GENERAL - Louise and Rick S i s made an e x c e l l e n t "i'D" X I'O" s i g n from 
s a l t t r e a t e d lumber on which was p a i n t e d : "Eastern Terminus Hason-Dixon 
T r a i l " . T h i s s i g n matches t h e one they e r e c t e d a t t h e Western 
Terminus. C l a i r P i e r s o l agreed t o mount t h e s i g n h i g h enough so t h a t 
i t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t t o v a n d a l i z e . 

•NEXT nEETINB»»»*****» 

The next meeting w i l l be hosted by Dick Tobias on Thursday 
13, 1 9 8 7 a t 8 : 0 0 P .n . See the map below f o r d i r e c t i o n s . 

November 

-TO Y o * * 

T o 



I T E M S OF GENERAL I N T E R E S T 

The York H i k i n g Club, w i t h two riDTS members. Ron Gray anil John ^ 
S e v i l l e , spearheading t h e e f f o r t , completed c o n s t r u c t i o n a f a new 
Appalachian T r a i l S h e l t e r on Pe t e r s Mountain. The C l a r k s F e r r y S h e l t e r 
r e p l a c e s t h e Susquehanna S h e l t e r , A s s i s t a n c e i n c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
new p r i v y was pr o v i d e d by the Konnorock Crew headed by Ken F o s t e r , a 
riDTS member and t r a i l m a i n t a i n o r . 

Here's Dick Tobias's, MDTS 2nd U.P., e f f o r t which appeared i n 
summer 1 3 8 7 KTA n e w s l e t t e r : 

the 

ONE READEirS RESPONSE 
In the Fall 1986 fest«e o* ttBiis ttewsJieKeT tifflitfKm 

made (page 6) <rf a letter l ecewed by KTA fcxtiiratg a s to the 
availability of c^^sortitfrtiesior nude hjtejg m Pemrnfii^^a. 
This is Dick T£^*^sgrapiMS'poetic response to tfiartnciury. 

MY BEARD 
My beard grows to my t o ^ 
I never wweais no dothes^ 
I wraps my hair 
Around my bare, 
And down the trail I goes. •:-x-x-X': 

v*X'X' 

Ron Gray c o n t i n u e s t o promote t h e MDTS by b r i e f i n g t h e Boy Scouts 
and o t h e r i n t e r e s t e d groups a t Shank's Mare when requested t o do so. 

The J u l y 12, 1387 "York Sunday News" r e p o r r e d t h a t PECO opened a 
p u b l i c swimming pool near Conowingo Dam on Saturday J u l y 11. The pool 
complex i s l o c a t e d on th e West s i d e o f U.S. Route 1, J u s t s outh o f t h e 
Conowingo Dam and i n c l u d e s a s i x lane main p o o l , a c h i l d r e n ' s p o o l , a 

-.snack b a r , changing rooms, r e s t rooms, and a p i c n i c area. The po o l 
w i l l be open 11 A.M. t o 7 P.M. Memorial Day th r o u g h Labor Day. 
Admission f e e s a r e $2 f o r a d u l t s and SI.50 f o r c h i l d r e n 12 and younger. 
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i-^ * . * 
* HISTORIC CANALS. BRIDGES AND FERRIES OF THE LOWER SUSQUEHANNA * 

THE SUSQUEHriNNA AND TIDEWATER CANAL 

For years b e f o r e t h e c a n a l ~ h u i I d i n g e r a , t h e Susauehanna R i v e r had 
been an avenue f o r t r a d e bettiteen t h e s o u t h e r n c o u n t i e s o f Pennsylvania 
and B a l t i m o r e . Because o f d i f f i c u l t n a v i g a t i o n , most r i v e r s h i p p i n g 
had been douinstrearo on a r k s or f l a t b o a t s , which were d i s m a n t l e d a t 
t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n . Lower Susquehanna n a v i g a t i o n was improved somewhat 
when the onB-ro,ile Conewago Canal was operBed irr. 1737 around Conewago 
F a l l s , near York Haven, but the going was s t i l l rough. 

B a l t i m o r e needed t he raw m a t e r i a l s which Pennsylvania c o u l d 
p r o v i d e , and a f t e r t h e a n t h r a c i t e c o a l r e g i o n s laers developed t h e c i t y 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y anxious f a r a s h o r t e r r o u t e t o t h e e a s t e r n 
Pennsylvania c o a l n i n e s . For atoouit t e n "jears» diurinig t h e carnal hatmi a f 
the IBSO's, naritjisrsd c a r r i e d Bn n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h t h e s t a t e o f 
Pennsylvania f o r a j o i n t canal t o open ap t h e lower Susquehanna. 
Phi l a d e l p h i a n ' s o b j e c t e d , f e e i i r g t h a t i t wotild d i v e r t much c f t h e i r 
own ujesterrn t r a d e t o B a i t i s i o r a - However, ufmm the Chesapeake and 
Delaware c a n a l was coJipieted im 1823, P h i i a a t e l p h i a n ' s p e r c e i v e d t h a t 
the proposed canal c a u i c be p a r t o f an a l l water rou"Ce from 
P h i l a d e l p h i a r o Columbia a t l a s s expense th a n t h e o v e r l a n d 

^ Phiiadeiphia-CGlu«i3ia r a i i i i a a y . and so accsuaesioed, 
In 1835 Peorasalvania g r a n t e d a c h a r t e r t o t h e Susjauelnanraa Canal 

Company, t o b u i l d a canal from Columbia t o the S t a t e L i n e . I l a r y l a n d 
had a l r e a d y c h a r t e r e d t h e Tidewater Canal Company t o b u i l d her p a r t o f 
the canal from Havre de Grace. n o r t h . The two cowipanies were l a t e r 
u n i t e d u n t e r t h e naroe "Susquehanna and Tidesaiater Canal Coispantis". 

Excavation! begart m 183B. i t aas decideid t h a t t h e atest bank o f 
the Susquehanna B&as a more f e a s i b l e r o u t s f o r t h e c a o a l . Hence, t h e 
r i v e r was dammed below W r i g h t s v i l l e t o f o r a a pool f o r t h e c a n a l boats 
t o c ross t h e ' r i a i n L i n e b a s i n a t Columbia and a l s o t c f e e d water i n t o 
t h e new c a n a l . The Susquehanna and Tidewater entrance b a s i n was 
l o c a t e d a t W r i g h t s v i l l e and th e canal was c o n s t r u c t e d 43 m i l e s south t o 
Havre de Grace, Haryland w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w o - t h i r d s o f the r o u t e i n 
Penns^ i v a n i a and th e remaining o n e - t h i r d i n Mary land. Tha can a i was 
put i n t o o p e r a t i o n i n 1840. 

A most i n t e r e s t i n g covered b r i d g e w i t h a double-deck tow path 
along the dDunstream s i d e was c o n s t r u c t e d between W r i g h t s v i l l e and 
Columbia, p e r m i t t i n g mule teams t o proceed b o t h east and west on the 
b r i d g e w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h each o t h e r . T h i s b r i d g e , i n c i d e n t a l l y , 
was burned d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War by r e t r e a t i n g Union Forces when t h e 
Confederates t h r e a t e n e d P h i l a d e l p h i a p r i o r t o th e b a t t l e a t Gettysburg. 
.Subsequently steam tugs were s u b s t i t u t e d t o tow the boats back and 

•"•f o r t h between t h e two canai systems. 
Twenty-nine l o c k s were b u i l t t o overcome an e l e v a t i o n o f 231 f e e t 

between Havre de Brace and W r i g h t s v i l l e . A v o i d i n g t h e now obvious 
e r r o r o f some e a r l i e r c a n a l s , such as the Union, i n b u i l d i n g t h e i r 

**\s too narrow and too s m a l l , l o c k s on th e S. & T. were b u i l t 17 f e e t 
i n w i d t h and 170 f e e t i n l e n g t h , thus p e r m i t t i n g s i n g l e boats oF 150 
tons c a p a c i t y or tandem boats up t o 300 tons c a p a c i t y 
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* 
per p a i r t o pass the l o c k s e a s i l y . The canal channel was designed 
Feet wide a t water l e v e l by 5 1/2 t o 5 Feet deep. There was a weig. 
l o c k l o c a t e d a t York Furnace where t o l l s were charged. CFreight boats 
were r e q u i r e d t o "weigh i n " so t h a t they c o u l d be p r o p e r l y charged For_^ 
the pay-load they were c a r r y i n g . The boat was p i l o t e d i n t o t h e ^ 
uieig h - l o c k , t h e gates c l o s e d , and water was d r a i n e d o u t of t h e lock t o 
per m i t t h e boat t o s e t t l e on t h e weighing p l a t f o r m a t the base. A l l 
f r e i g h t boat c a p t a i n s were r e q u i r e d t o weigh t h e i r boats empty t o 
f i g u r e t h e " t a r e " a t the beginning oF each season.) Average dimensions 
of t h e double Cor tandem) boats u s i n g the canal system were 55 f e e t i n 
l e n g t h , 15 f e e t i n w i d t h , and B f e e t i n depth, drawing approximately 5 
f e e t o f water F u l l y loaded. 

M a t e r i a l s shipped on t h i s canal were c o a l , lumber, g r a i n and i r o n , 
much of i t south-bound t o B a l t i m o r e , and a l s o t o P h i l a d e l p h i a . by way 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. 

Tugs were used t o tow the boats from t h e o u t l e t a t Havre de Grace 
t o the p o r t o f B a l t i m o r e . Mule teams f o r t h e B a l t i m o r e bound boats 
g e n e r a l l y w a i t e d a t Havre de Grace f o r t h e boats t o make t h e r e t u r n 
t r i p n o r t h . Hou^ever. i f the boats were bound f o r P h i l a d e l p h i a by way 
of the Chesapeakeand Delaware canal t he mule teams were stowed on board 
and put back on the tow paths as necessary. I n sor^e" cases t h e teams 
drew t h e i r boats a l l t h e way t o t h e p o r t o f New York, v i a Mei« Jersey 
canal c o n n e c t i o n s . 

On t h e Susquehanna and Tidewater t h e r e were a t o t a l o f f o u r dams 
f e e d i n g t h e c a n a l , f i v e c u l v e r t s , IB overhead b r i d g e s . 33 waste w e i r s , 
and B aqueducts. A long s t r e t c h o f c a n a l , unbroken by locks For f i v e 
m i l e s below W r i g h t s v i l l e became known as t h e "Fi v e - J l i Is-Long L e v e l " and 
t o t h i s day r e t a i n s t h e name "Long Level'* a l t h o u g h t h e o r i g i n oF the 
name has long s i n c e been f o r g o t t e n . 

Assets o f the o r i g i n a l Susquehanna and T i d r a i ^ t e r Canal Compani ' 
were s o l d t o t h e Reading R a i l r o a d i n 1872. The Reading corstmued t c 
operate t h e ca n a l u n t i l May o f 1834 t o make connections w i t h i t s 
r a i l r o a d l i n e s r u n n i n g i n t o Columbia. Prime comifnodity was c o a l , bound 
f o r the p o r t o f B a l t i m o r e . 

LIFE ON THE CANALS 
There w i l l never a g a i n be a p e r i o d i n tfm t r a v e l h i s t o r y o f t h i s 

c o u n t r y q u i t s as c o l o r f u l o r as umique as t h e cana l - b o a t e r a , which 
reached i t s peak i n t h e 1850 "s and c o n t i n u e d onni a Sirariyiailyj d i m i n i s h i n g 
s c a l e u n t i l abmjt ISOO. The canal boat t r a v e l e r found h i w s e l f . 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a t n i g h t or on r a i n y days, throtan i n t o extremely i n t i i s i a t e 
c o n t a c t w i t h h i s Fellow t r a v e l e r s i n t h e crowded c a b i n . A l l boats were 
anima1-drawn. Mules were found most s u i t a b l e f o r t h e heavy f r e i g h t 
boats a l t h o u g h oxen were i n use i n some areas. The "Packets", or 
pass e n g e r - c a r r y i n g b o a t s , which g e n e r a l l y moved a t t h e maximum speed 
p e r m i s s i b l e on t h e c a n a l s , found horses speedier towing animals. The 
s t a t e s e t a speed l i m i t o f f o u r m i l e s per hour, as higher speeds 
c r e a t e d a backwash which undercut t he eart h e n c a n a l banks. Some boats 
c a r r i e d t h e i r own spare teams on board, g e n e r a l l y f o r w a r d , which added 
'somewhat t o t h e v a r i e t y o f odors on t h e boat. Two or t h r e e animals 
were used as a towing team, depending upon t h e boat s i z e . w i t h a 
" d r i v e r " on shore w i t h the team and a "steersman" a t the t i l l e r t o 
guide t h e boat. The more prosperous packets s p o r t e d a crew of f i v e o r ^ 
s i x w i t h a c a p t a i n , but on some f r e i g h t e r s t h e "crew" c o n s i s t e d o f c / 
steersman Cwho was a l s o c a p t a i n ) and a mule d r i v e r . 
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The "canalers" ittere a hardy l o t . and although erertain r u l e s and 
r e g u l a t i o n s e x i s t e d about r i g h t a€ way on t h e c a n a l s , i t was u s u a l l y 
the canal boats w i t h the toughest crews t h a t c l e a r e d the locks f i r s t . 
C I t was a t the l o c k s t h a t t h e most f r e q u e n t b o t t l e n e c k s occurred.) 
Some oF th e competing packet boats l i t e r a l l y raced each o t h e r from one 
lock t o the next. The Lock tender was supposed t o decide, i n t h e event 
two boats a r r i v e d a t the same ti m e , which was t o be given preference, 
but u s u a l l y the boat whose crew c o u l d l i c k t h e o t h e r Cand o f t e n d i d ) 
was on i t s way w h i l e the other waited. 

The d r i v e r on shore was the " f o r a g e r " f o r the crew. I f a f a t hen 
from some farmer's hen house wandered too c l o s e t o the tow path i t was 
only n a t u r a l t h a t i t should wind up i n the dinner pot on board. Ripe 
f r u i t near the tow path seldom was harvested by the owner. The top 
r a i l s on fences a d j o i n i n g the tow path a l s o had a mysterious way of 
disappearing on c o l d n i g h t s . nihG-n t h e canal boat stove Mas Itm a n f u e l . 

*****The f o l l o u i i n g account which appeared i n t h e Feb 1987 "American 
Canals" g i v e s a d d i t i o n a l background as t o t h e "hardiness" o f some 
canale r s : 

rajTINY ON ft CANAL BOAT 
Former ACS* E d i t o r , Tom Hahn. discovered ttm f o l l o w i n i s I r s t e r i ^ t i n g Item 
i n the A l e x a n d r i a CUA) Gazette f o r Oct. 10. I B t t . 

ye have been informed o f onie o f t h e iHost oyfaragraaus ssuitiniies aifid 
r i o t s i t has h&en our f o r t u n e t o hear l a t e i * ; ^ . Ora Fri d a y svsnir® l a s t , 
the canal boat "Banner", was on her passage from Beaver t o Cleveland. 
The boat had reached t h e Twenty-One Locks near Akron, Ohio, a t t h e f o o t 
o f which t h e f r e i g h t was discharged. The c a p t a i n stopped a t t h e 
c o l l e c t o r ' s o f f i c e t o s e t t l e - . the crew i n the meantime took t h e boat 
on up t h r o ' the l o c k s . At NO. 15 the c a p t a i n overtook them, but by 
t h i s time the crew, seven i n number, had got very drunk, and were 
c a r r y i n g e v e r y t h i n g w i t h a h i g h hand, jamming the boat i n such a manner 
he f e a r e d she would be sunk. He t h e r e f o r e attempted t o t i e her upi but 
the crew swore they were not drunk and cou l d n a v i g a t e her w e l l enough. 
On h i s r e p e a t i n g the attempt they f e l l upon him. and threw him upon t h e 
deck, where they commenced b e a t i n g him d r e a d f u l l y . His w i f e , who was 
on board, heard the n o i s e , and seeing what was going on, w i t h t h e most 
h e r o i c d e v o t i o n threw h e r s e l f on him i n such a way as t o ward o f f the 
blows. The savages then beat her t o compel her t o r i s e , but she 
maintained her p o s i t i o n i n d e f i a n c e o f t h e i r v i o l e n c e . 

The number of passengers was twel v e , f o u r gentlemen and e i g h t 
l a d i e s . The l a t t e r , who were i n the c a b i n , commenced screaming, when 
some of the crew rushed down, and w i t h knives threatened them what they 
would do i f t h e y . d i d not remain q u i e t . Among t h e r e s t , they threatened 
the w i f e o f a gentleman on board, both of whom were i n bed. He Jumped 
up, and s a i d he would shoot the f i r s t man t h a t l a i d hands on one of 
them. On t h i s they r e t i r e d . The gentlemen then opened a window, and 
a l l i n t h e cabins escaped. A f t e r they had c l e a r e d t h e boat t h e crew 
went on. The Captain r a i s e d two men and two co n s t a b l e s , and f a l l o w e d 
but were unable t o board the boat. He then r a i s e d f o u r constables and 
e i g h t men, who f i n a l l y succeeded i n c a p t u r i n g t h e whole gang, CPLEASE 
TURN TO PAGE 13) 

*Note - "American Canals" i s t h e b u l l e t i n o f the American Canal 
Society CACS) . e d i t o r i a l address ^ ^ I I H H H H B J H ^ B H I ^ i l H I H H H P H l l ^ 
The above a r t i c l e i s p r i n t e d w i t h permission o f the ACS. 
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A L L YOU EVER WANT^lO KWW ABOUT F£f?R>£5f g|ttPSE5 <M THE jQ^ER 5U5QUeHA 

Following is a listing of the fenies crofiang tiw lower ^ isqudi is ina down to 
Conowingo with such information as i s o v ^ ^ j l e : 

Andersons 
Wr ic^ts 

B lue R o c k 

Sauers 

Shenks 
Stoneis 

McCalls 

P e a c h Bottom 

Baid Friar 

Marietta to Accomac, started hi 1737. 
Coiumbia to VJriejhtso^, Parted in 1726, rephxxd % 
bridge in 1814. 
(Also Cresaps) Blue Rock Road to Long Level Started 
inllX. 
Between Turkey HiU and the Conestoga. parted after 
1800. Load passengers tra//ic only, using row boat. 
Ttuo n * s bdbw Sc# Horfccr. Closed <^jenmn in 1921. 
(Also Reeds and Fuhons) Pequea to York Furnace. 
Operated in the 1700's. 
(Originalt^ Nelsons, then Whites) Started 1740, ceased 
1936. Pennsv!uania Water & Power Co. was last 
operator. 
Started m 1738 %• Thomos Jolmson. father-m-lam cf 
Thomas OiBsap. Nemh^MLjohjnatm'sbkmdnstmed 
mhishtmear. CewedapemBan^lSSSihexmiseaiCtm>-
wm^devtiapmeiA. l/KflbmShenkisosIa^ operator, 
(AisoQ^onf; DWes are unknown but General Lafai^tte 
crossed here m 1781 enroute to Yorktovm. 

1832 
1839 

1863 

1896 

1930 
1970 

Bridges supplanted many of the ferries arid the foiowir>g s a fating of 
those built between C o l u m t o CGmmmngp: 
Columbia-Wrightsvi l le 
1814 couered brid^ buift by Theodore Burr, famous Yankee bridge 

architect, a natiue of Torrington. Connecticut. - S E E liOT^ 
Destroyed by ice and rebuilt. €-15 
Double-deck towpiOh added for transferring bot^ from soufhem end 
of Pennsylvania Corn^in Columbia to northern end of Staquebonno 

& Tidewater Canal in WhghtsvUle. 
June 28, destroyed untfi exf^ves and fire by Union fmtes to present 
crossing by Confederate troops under General Gordon. 
Destroyed by hurricane. Replaced by steel truss comlxnaeon hig/i-
way and railroad bridge. 
Concrete arch bridge, a joint county project. 
New four-lane concrete bridge, half mile upstream. 

York Furnace 
1856 BuA by Black and Hiiter. Two spans tiouin down during conStrucA^. 

1857 Des^yed by ice. 

M c C a l l s Ferry 
1815 Euib by Theodore Burr. Known as the bridge with a curse becaxae 

at the opening ceremonies on November 18, 1818 Burr said the 
^ructure was "so founded, that he, who some people call God Al
mighty, couldn't take it oujay." 
Destroyed by ice. 

Holtwood 
1968 One mile behw Holtwood Dam Named after Norman Wood, long 

Bme state legislator from Southern Lancaster County 
Cotu>wt^o 
1818 At mouth of Conowingo Creek. Canied oHU.S. Rt. 1. Buih by 

Louis Wernway on Burr's pattern 
Demolished by flood. Rebuilt by John and Cyrus Black. 
Eastern span lost in flood. 
Second span lost in flood. 
All but two spans destroyed by fire. 
Rebuilt with steel truss spans. 
Destroyed by U. S. Army Air Corps in practice bombing to clear for 
Conowingo reservoir. 

1818 

1846 
1863 
1904" 
1907 
1909 
1927 

"The River to be Crossed Rather 
Than to be foOowed." is the appektion 
gjwen 4 K lower Susquehwma by E>r. 
RidniKNKl E . Myers, authcff of "The 
Long Crooked River," a former power 
con^>ffiiy cmpioyee. In his paper of 
the same title, puWished by the 'Lan-
caster County Historical Society. Myers 
described the river as a barrier to the 
trek of settfets west and also to land 
tiavei between the northern and southern 
colonies. As might be esqsccted Amer-
fcan enterprise supplied the needed 
crossing service, first with ferries and 
katci by bridges. Between 1695. when 
the firs! ferry began operating near the 
mras noouth, and 1936. «when the 
Mcfliaflk Feny ceased QpetsEiim. 3 
«rf ftSBemif.-- kmr farcies h « f (^feratterf air 
wnous tinies umier vanous names, 
ower tMNdve crossings from Hamdbunj to 
HawredcCkace. Myers has concluded 
fiiat the liver barter was tfie ixmcqpal 
iieason bir York CkMiirty beconrirtg Balti-
more-oriented, a dioiacletKtac that stfl 
pnnrafe Fejry buHs be happy to 
know that one still operates on the Sus
quehanna at Miler^urg. 27 miles 
^xive Harrisburg. 

As the population of the colonies 
grew three main fines of travel to the 
soitfh and Me-est evolved, the ferries to 
accommodate them began to app»ear. 
First, the tidewater route, which crossed 
tt»e Susquehanna's mouth was heavily 
rK«l both ways travelers between 
ctrfonies. The second was served by 
Jcrfin Wrights Ferry between Columbia 
and Wrightsville. and the third crossed 
at Harrisburg via John Karris' Ferry. 
Easy access to the nver on both sides 
was one of the key factors for the loca
tion of these routes. From Turkey Hill 
to within a mile or tu>o of jfs mouth the 
river flows through a gorge of high hills 
lining each shore. Access to the river 
on (Hlher side in this stretch had Jo be 
along tr^utary Yearns which also were 
m deep vaCeys as ttiey entered tfie 
riwef. For a successful ferry easy access 
h«f to ewst on opposite ades erf the 
river at or very near the same point. 
This requirement limited the number of 
ferries in this reach. 

The first fenies were probably only 
canoes or dugouts If wagons were to 
be teansporJed several dugouts could be 
lashed together In time these crafts 
wae replaced by the more versatile 
flart>oats. These were either fxsled 
«aTWs or worked with ropes Sou th of 
the Bald Friar Ferry, sailing boats were 
commonly used instead of flatboats. 

TME ABOVE MATERSAU WAS REPRODWCEO F R O M A P O O K U C T P R E P A R C P 0 y T^£3APE 
•4ARB0R WATG? RDWgC CCfOK T^^Cf J? 5 " 0 I i i AMM1\/.C/18|)AMD IJREPROftUCEO Wm TUCl B P t f f -



//////////A NOTE FROn THE WESTERN TRAILS C M A I R H A N / / / / / / / / / / 

HELP! ! • ! The flason-Dixon T r a i l System was founded on t h e 
i d e a l i s t i c g o a l s o f having a h i k i n g t r a i l system w i t h i n easy commuting 
d i s t a n c e o f s e v e r a l l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n c e n t e r s t o help conserve f u e l . I t 
was a l s o the d e s i r e o f those who f o s t e r e d and encouraged t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t t h e t r a i l wind i t s way through t h e b e a u t i f u l 
Susquehanna Ri v e r U a l l e y . The c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t nears c o m p l e t i o n 
and our membership i s dropping as i n t e r e s t drops i n a now complete 
t r a i l . 

Those o f us who have shouldered most o f t h e work on t h e Uestern 
s i d e o f t h e r i v e r are being abandoned. I f o r one am becofaing q u i t e 
f r u s t r a t e d as has t h e n e w s l e t t e r e d i t o r . I have scheduled mark h i k e s 
which have been j n e l l a t t e n d e d b u t t h e workers r e f u s e t o luork. s a y i n g 
t h a t i f i t i s a t a l l p o s s i b l e t o cx-awl over samethinsg i t shoBildn't be 
moved. On anather occasion mt^m a iuork h i k e wias schedolBdl to coin c i d e 
w i t h a meetirwg, t h e meeting aasas ifr»a«̂ ^ t o anmitJTffir l o c a t i o n aind tim work 
h i k e o m i t t e d , Iwcs o r t h r e e i n t e r e s t e d people can not. maimtaiins and 
oversee t h e e n t i r e Western s i d e o f t h e t r a i l . I g e t voluimteers mho 
take a sectioim o f t r a i l , I s e t ome r e p o r t s n K i imever hear f r o * t h ea 
a g a i n . I seayi be p a r t l y t o blasse i n t h a t I an n o t a l e t t e r w r i t e r nor a 
person t o be on t h e phone a i l t h e tiame. Perhaps i t i s time f a r cliange. 
As was mentioned e a r l i e r i n t h i s l e t t e r I was very busy t h i s summer on 
the Appalachian T r a i l c o n s t r u c t i n g a s h e l t e r and d i d not m a i n t a i n my 
own s e c t i o n o f t r a i l u n t i l t h r e e weeks ago. Others are a l s o busy. we 

-jrn^ need more h e l p from our membership t h r o u g h attendance a t meetings and 
involvement i n t h e workings o f t h e t r a i l . I laicajlii very mwuch a p p r e c i a t e 
r e l i e f as T r a i l s Chairman. 

T h i s t r a i l i s one o f t h e more i n t e r e s t i n g i n t h e S t a t e o f 
Pennsylvania, I am a f r a i d t h a t i t i s going t o be one o f those t r a i l s , 
l i k e those which were b u i l t by t h e S t a t e Park System, which i s going t o 
pass out o f e x i s t a n c e because o f l a c k o f maintenance. I have a deep 
love o f the riason-Dixon T r a i l System, b u t I NEED HELP. not roadblocks 
and f r u s t r a t i o n s thrown my way. 

Ron Gray 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

These f i r s t t h r e e l e t t e r s were s e l e c t e d t o i l l u s t r a t e some o f t h e 
d i v e r s e backgrounds, i n t e r e s t s and o p i n i o n s of n e w s l e t t e r r e a d e r s . A l l 
t h r e e l e t t e r s c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e t h e i r a u t h o r ' s broad support o f t h a 
T r a i l . 

Jane S. J a c k s t e i t ' s l e t t e r i s t i m e l y as i t f i t s i n very u^ell w i t h 
t h e Canal and Bridg e theme o f t h i s i ssue o f t h e n e w s l e t t e r . A v i s i t t o 
th e s o u t h e r n t e r m i n a l o f t h e Suscruehanna and Tidewater Canal and t h e 
Concord P o i n t Lighthouse near t h e MOT i n Havre de Brace appears t o be 
q u i t e w o r t h w h i l e . 
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Dear E d i t o r Raab, 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s upon an e x c e l l e n t p u b l i c a t i o n : t h e best I have ever 
r e c e i v e d From IIDTS. For whatever o t h e r people may say, may I put i n my 
two c e n t s w o r t h , and ask you t o "hang i n t h e r e " and keep up the good 
work, 

U o l u n t e e r i s m i s t h e p i t s a t tiroes b u t be tough and do i t your way: i t 
i s obvious t h a t you know what you are d o i n g . 

About r e l a t i v e h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n : The Susquehanna S Tidewater 
Canal i n Havre de Brace served from here t o U l r i g h t s v i l l e . a r o u t e o f 36 
dams f o r 70 - 80 years a l t o g e t h e r . I s h a l l enclose a f o l d e r f o r your 
i n f o r m a t i o n and then suggest t h a t h i k e r s might a l s o be i n t e r e s t e d i n 
seeing t h e museum, as w e l l as Concord P o i n t Lighthouse and t h e Decoy 
Museum. 

I walked t h e t r a i l frowi Rock Run t o t h e Dam t h r e e y e a r s ago. and am 
d e l i g h t e d t o kmsm t h a t t h e y i l i f i i T O t o r t Brmtp has rensarked i t , because 
l a s t year t h e t r a i l was n o t w e l l nrarked. Mm^ld «OEii please g i v e we t h e 
name o f someone i n Wi I s l i n g t o n t o whow I can ccM-respond r e g a r d i n g u s i n g 
l o c a l people t o h e l p w i t h t h i s nssintenancB? I am n e a r l y 70 and not 
i n t o long walks an««»ore, b u t enjoy t h e s e c t o n arm«nrf Pine Grove S t a t e 
Park - t h e main T r a i l . We have a summer c a b i n t h e r e , ttotiwatlro l o c a l 
Maryland people i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s e c t i o n o f t h e HOT i n t e r e s t s me, as 
w e l l as i n t r o d u c i n g our i n t e r e s t i n g 1 i t t l e community t o out o f - s t a t e r s . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s . 
Jane S. J a c k s t e i t 
neiBber, fl/D T r a i 1 and 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
Concord P o i n t L i g h t h o u s e . 
Havre de Grace, HD 

Dear e d i t o r . 
On A p r i l 11th our Boy Scout Troop CTroop 2'4 Kennett Square, Pa.) 

h i k e d s e c t i o n 11 o f t h e flOT, T h i s was our f i r s t h i k e on t h e t r a i l and 
a l l p r e s e n t agreed i t was a f a n t a s t i c day. 

The guidebook d e s c r i b e s t h e s e c t i o n as one o f t h e most s c e n i c i n 
Penna. , and I h e a r t i l y agree. Beginning a t Lock IE the t r a i 1 t h e n 
t u r n s u p h i l l t o f a l l o w m i l Creek f o r a h a l f m i l e o r so, H i l l Creek 
c u t s a s p e c t a c u l a r rhododendron l i n e d gorge on i t s wiay t o t h e 
Susquehanna. d a n e i m over t h e reKdcs, c r e a t i n e l a a t e r f a l l s and deep 
p o o l s . 

Well planned and b u i l t switchbacks b r i n g t h e t r a i 1 up from M i l l 
Creek t o some wonderful views o f t h e Susquehanna and Holtwood Dam. 
A f t e r descending t o Holtwood Dam the t r a i l p a r a l l e l s Oakland Run, 
another b e a u t i f u l mountain f r e s h e t . 
. Ue then e n t e r e d S t a t e Game Lands # 181. The way here was blocked by 
numerous d e a d f a l l s , some due t o t h e gypsy moth damage t o oak t r e e s . 
something we saw a l l day. 

About 1 1/2 m i l e s o f t h e t r a i l f o l l o w roads but they a r e r u r a l . 
Pleasant scenery i s a f f o r d e d by t h e i r r e l a t i v e l y h i g h a l t i t u d e . 



The t r a i l r e t u r n s t o t h e woods, f o l l o w i n g S t a t e Game Lands t o O t t e r 
Creek a t Lake ftldred. 

Our p a r t y e a s i l y completed t h i s 9.35 m i l e s e c t i o n i n j u s t over B 
hours, i n c l u d i n g r e s t stops and 1 hour f o r l u n c h . Before s t a r t l i n g we 
handed out s m a l l p l a s t i c t r a s h bags t o our h i k e r s who had no problem 
f i l l i n g them, emptying them and f i l l i n g them again. I t i s always 
s u r p r i s i n g how i n c o n s i d e r a t e people can be, l i t t e r i n g such b e a u t i f u l 
p l a c e s . riuch o f what we p i c k e d up was w i t h i n S t a t e Game Lands. 

I was proud o f our s c o u t s , they made a f i n e showing and 
unc o m p l a i n i n g l y p icked up a f t e r t h e l e s s c o n s i d e r a t e . Ue found t h e 
t r a i l t o be w e l l planned, marked and maint a i n e d . 

Uie would a p p r e c i a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on o b t a i n i n g flDTS patches f o r our 
boys. 

Thanks, 
C.A.Green 

I 

Dear Mr. Raab: 

We ap p r e c i a t e recei\?ing the various copies o f your MJT Syste® Mewsletter. 
The most r e c e a t Spriag/SummeLr 1987 e d i t i o n was iK»st tofanaati-we and aosr 
I n t e r e s t i n g . I f I were a dedicated feikser, 1 w o i a l d Ise nauiicla imterested iiu 
following t h r o i a g l i with S ' J M M o f tbe einamts wfoich are mstliTsed ss activities 
for your club. L i k e w i s e , doing t r a i l work seems t c be a most i n t e r e s t i n g and 
somewhat la b o r i o u s outdoor nature a c t i v i t y . You and a l l your menibers a r e t c 
be coiamended f o r a l l e f f o r t s expended. 

My major purpose i n w r i t i n g t h i s l e t t e r to you i s to congratulate you on 
doing a n i c e job i n preparing the newsletter and sending i t to your various 
members. You i n d i c a t e d that one number of your club i n d i c a t e d that he throws 
most of t h i s type of information i n the t r a s h can. I , p e r s o n a l l y , throw a l o t 
of information I n the t r a s h can, but not information from organizations i n which 
I am very a c t i v e and most i n t e r e s t e d . Keep up the good work and continue your 
e d i t i n g of t h i s n i c e l i t t l e paper. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

DBC/bg 



•X 
and on Saturday morning brought t h e boat back. Such a r e t h e 
p a r t i c u l a r s as ute l e a r n them From a gentleman u»ho met t h e mutineers 
r u n n i n g away w i t h t h e boat and passenger's baggage. There may be some 
e x a g g e r a t i o n , b u t ue are assured they are mainly c o r r e c t . 

I n r e g a r d t o t h e " I B I H " C o l u m b i a - U l r i g h t s v i l l e b r i d g e : a p p a r e n t l y 
t h i s l i s t i n g i s i n e r r o r . The cover photo g i v e s c r e d i t For b u i l d i n g 
t h i s f i r s t b r i d g e t o Jonathan Walcott i n 181E. " H i s t o r i c Bridges o f 
Pennsylvania" by U i i l l i a m H. Shank, P.E. a l s o s u p p o r t s t he cover photo 
i n f o r m a t i o n and s t a t e s t h a t t h i s b r i d g e was u n s u c c e s s f u l l y b i d upon by 
Theodore Burr b u t c o n s t r u c t e d by U a l c o t t i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h two l o c a l 
mason-contractors. There i s no disagreement hositever as t o t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s b r i d g e by i c e ir^, i a3E. 

* • 
DUES NOTICE 

* 

» 
mm* 

1OT8 IkiBS a r e due Jamiaryi 1 , 1900. 
Please send Ŝ .GK]! check t o Pat Bo^le. 
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