
MASCMH-DIXm TRAIL SYSTEM, I n c . 

-DTS NEWSLETTER September 1999 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday. November 7 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m.. Sunday, November 7 

WorkParty: Meet^padd^gk*onPSKU^Roa^offRte623,justscio^ 
Ti»re are two work proyeds: 1) to finisdb tbe heavy nxk wodt oo die tiad iftMiTJiag IHOJed south of Baki Hill. 
Mattocks, and pulaskiswiQ be provided 2) to do nradi seeded trad otainlaiaBtt on die Modify Qreeksec^^ 
DT. Brii^clqqiers, loppeRS, small saws OneortmodiaasawswiBaisobeneedBd. 
All w c ^ party paitic^panCs dbouki bring: wmk ^owes. eyepratectkn, hmdi and abeverage. 

Monbers Meeting: l^beheUindieReservatki iHB»di |naitmboiki iqgatBr^ 

Directions: From Saalk w East l^omUS Itt 1, stttc^Bac^lK LTonsoaOnicstof CoooiRi^iDaB^ 
623 for 4.1 mi to just bdbie Broad Ciedt bridge. Tun left oaloBMkkkicRd and priLcndglttfiv die wodqpuly. Forifae 
meeting, continue on 623 (across %oad Creek) for 1 miie. Tom fcft on SnsipdBBBa Haii Rd (giavd) for 1.1 mL; tnn kft at 
the scorn sign into Broad Qeek SGOA reservation a d paft OB Ae ngltf at die headtpartOB 

From York area: Go soadiaaI-83. Gett^atexit 1 (Stanewsijray) andgoeaaoBRtSSI fo^ 
TumsouthonRt24(becaBKs23iaMiO. AfaottSivkssairikaf Stewartstawiii,tmkft<»m 136 FbOowRt 136 for 15.5 
miles. Turn left on Pro^ioctRdforO.2 nnks thoin^aBDeqpRimRaadfor 1.0fln.Timi^^anSnsqBdi»niaHall Rd 
and after 0 7mile. tunifig^ialD die S U M Rraenatkn and paA on Ike forte FdrdwwoikBle,oaBlBaK<n 
Susquehanna Hail Rd LlmOeL Turn lig^tmMdRt 623, aadjast sooth t^theBroadCkedkbridge turn r̂  
Rd aiHi paik on the rigid. 7'^ 



M-DTS WEB PAGE 
Check out tfie new M-DTS web page. It can be accessed via the Keystone Trails Associaticxi web site at 

www.kta-hike.org. Click on "Ajffiliated Clubs" then choose "Mascm-Dixai Trail Website" The web page can 
also be accessed directly ^4lfff^^ltl//l/IK/Klflli/Ktl^/KtKtKIKKHK^^ webmaster 
^fJH/flf has produced an mterestingand attractive w ^ page. Through the web page we can provide \ip to 
date mfennaticKi on trail ccmditiais and alerts. would welcome photos of the^tail or of members at work 
hikes. Just email them to him a t ^ ^ M H M l ^ ^ B I ^ ^ H ^ o r mail to him: 

TRAIL UPDATES 
The eagles have fledged: The Painsyivania Game Commission req>aied the Mason-
DixcHi Trail iKHth of Hohwood on July 24*. The Commission had closed the M-DT on 
April 1,1999 because of nesting eagtesoear die n u i ^ of OakkmdRuL Repntsaie that the 
eagles nested SKcessluily <md produced two eî jtets The eâ stes wiU very likdy use the 
same nest in ftbnie years thus a b^jass route aionnd d » nest site is vtanaBted. Ron Gray, 
along wsh Made Aibogast of PP&L, win investigate a possiUe lonte. CoQ^iucting a 
bypass in this area will be a ohallenging praiect becanise of steep slopes and lodcy terrain. 

The temporary deftewr of M-DT dae to bridse c o n s b w t i o B aear Eftiaa, MD is still m ê ¥bct 
Expected C(»npletion date of tbe bridge across Little E3k Creek is December 1, 1999. The tenqporary rdo 
follows the detour posted fix motorists. 

Recent reports indicate the M-DT a k i ^ MmUj CnA is in poor dope due to bkmdowns aid 
overgrowth. 

MmUTES OF THE JUNE 13,1999 NWTS MEMBBCS'RETING 
The meeting was hdd m die Paddrick Roadparks^ latMkmmg^woik party. Membas present were, 

president Jim Hocper, ^aretary Yvxjone Blad«, and Ron Gray, Jdm Sallade, Dave TolaiKl md new member, 
Anth(»iy Belfigho Ted Sancterscm and Pat O'Dell joined us for the work party. 

The minutes of the April 25, 1999 members' meeting were approved as circulated. 

Treasurer's Report 
Mary Bleecker submdted the followaig treasure's rqKMt wfaidi coves^ the p«iod fitmi April 25, to June 

12, 1999 
Income 

Men*erships (new & renewals) 
Map sales 
Sale of patches 
Interest 

$115.00 
129.00 
20.00 
5.81 

$269.81 

Expenses 
Printing (May Newsletter, labels) $38.26 
Postage (Newsletter, etc) 
M-DTS Brochures 
M-DTS return address labels 
Trail maintenance costs 

(iHirchase of Pulaskis. lumber) 

68.20 
30.50 
9.95 

122.04 
268.95 

Balance as of 4/25/99 $6782.88 
Income minus expenses 4/25-6/12/99 086 
Balance as of 6/12/99 $6783 74 

Tlie treasurer recommended putting up to $3000 into a CD unless a major ejqjsiditure was anticipated. 
Approved. 

The secretary di^ributed a list of those in arrears after the dues ncdce in the January M-DTS Newsl^er 
and a "final notice" included with the May Newsletter The removal of 18 names frOTi the membership rolls was 
approved. 
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Trail Reports 
Western Section - Western Terminus at Whisky Springs to Lock 12 

Coordinator: Ron Gray ^ ( H B l P H P 
• Dave Toland has volunteered to maintain the proposed M-DT relocadcra m State Game Land #242. R<»i 

Gray will now negotiate with Game Land persOTnel to work out a suitable route for the M-DT 
• There is cm-going road constructiOTi on the overpass over 1-83 and Rte 295 and Cloverleaf Road near 

Strinestown, PA. Tbe M-DT cresses over 1-83 on this oveipass. Caution is advised when hikmg throu^ this 
area 

• The new park manager at Gifibrd Pmchot State Park i s ^ B S H H H I ^ t h e assi^ant meager i s ^ B l 

• Ron Gray and Jim Hooper bsve ptA m new swkch backs on the dinri; fioK Otter Creek to Rte 425 One 
more switcbbadc: s needed 

• A biowdown was reported on the trail near Otte" Creek canq)grcxBKL Ron and Jim will take care of it 
following the meeting today 

Central Section - Lock 12 to Havre de Gnxe 
Coordinator: O ^ l ^ B B ^ U B B m i ^ 

• At tcKlay's woik paoty, R « Gray and his WDik C3ew oxnpfeled anod^ 
rock work on the trail descendmg south boind from Baki Hill, south of Koad Creek. About 400 fiwtdP rock 
work remains to ftoA the preset. 

• Also at the work party today, Yvonne Blades cat back ovwgiuwth along die M-OT tfarou^ the Broad Cteek 
Scout Reservatiffli 

• The Lower Susqudianna Heritage Greenway was officially extended along die route of the Mason-DixOT 
Trail in Susqudianna State Park on Natronal Trails Day, June 5*. Posts wrth die LSHG to^ and M-DT 
decal have been placed at '.4 mile intervals along die trail. The condmed ro««e now nms fiwn Cooowmgo 
Dam to Lapidum Road, a d i^^ce of 6.2 miles. M-DTS mcwnted a display 3i the NTD event, ^ v e <wt 
brochures and sold a map We had the opporttmtfy to talk eotfausiasticaQy vntfa Harford Comi^ executive, 
James Harkms, and with Peter Johnstcm, the consultant working oo the LSHG management plan, about the 
need and desirability n o w to extaid the greenway and M-D T soirfli from Lapidum alcmg die old railroad bed 
by the Susqudianna River 

Eastern Section - Perryville to Eastern Terminus at Chadds Ford ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Coordinator: R<ck M a e r k e r ^ f | | m [ | | ^ f i ^ ^ | | | | | | | | | m m m H | | ^ ^ ^ 

• The 2-mile section along Christina Creek from EIUaD Road to Church Road in the Newark, DE area was 
cleared and reblazed by Yvonne Blades 

• Bob Bamett reports he checked the Christianstad-Westbranch section of M-DT and found at the north end, 
beycHid the third brieve, diat some homeowners, in violaticm of their deeds, have mowed right up to the bank 
of the creek, eliminating the previous bufler that existed between the trail and the houses Since it creates a 
lot of l awn walking, there are several places where blazes w i l l be d i f f icu l t . Overall, the M-DT from 
Rittfflihouse Park to White Clay Creek State Park through to Broad Run is in usable and mo^y good-to-very-
good shape He will check on the Rittenhouse to iron Hill secticMi. 

• Bob also r^Kjr ts that there are several large fallsi trees currently in Christina Creek and erosion is occurring 
at a very noticeable rate m a number of places. 

• - Blazes along the M-DT in Hockessin frcmi the soccer fields on V a l ^ Road through to Southwood Road 
have been refreshed. The trail passes through the develc^moit of Southwood The previous blazes oo lamp 
posts had been obliterated, l l i e new blazes are painted on tiie pavemoA at the edge of the roadways through 
the development. 
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OtiKr Business 
M-DTS Web Page - Jim Trautman has created a Mason-Dixon Trail System web page with access from 

the Yoric Hikmg Club website. We hope to get a link to the KTA website. 
Next Meeting - Sdieduled for No^^mber 7 with work to cwitinue on the trail rec«istrucuon south from 

Bald Hill Work Party to meet at 9:00 am. The nwmbers meeting to f5:dlow at 2:00 pm at the Broad Credf Boy 
ScauS. Rsavation Headquarters. 

* * * * * * 

Mag^c Merc Hits the Trail Again 
The intrepid Rick Maerker, (alias magic.merc), M-DTS past president and present Ea^em SecticHi Trail 

Coordin^OT, is '"tiirough-hiking" the Appaladiian Trail again. In 1997, Rick and Sam Beyer of Qiester County 
Trail Ciub, hiked the AT from (Borgia to Maine. This year Ride and Sam headed north to s(ntfh. T ! ^ ste|^)ed 
off Mt Katahdm at 10:40 amon June 17^. IMordaiatdy, Sam hurt his r i g ^ knee and had to bail out on Juh' 18. 
But Rick continues OD aid, from his repeats, is h a v B ^ a grand time. He met up wiA Ian Hooper iod Ron Gray in 
Maine and with various other fiieods and rdatkns en rotate The veitical stnds ofhm badqadk, a w d l known and 
respected brand, coU^»ed recently. A cousin ferried him to Campmor in PnnDais. NJ, where they replaced his 
pack free of charge. Rick has readied Pennsylvania now and plans to "pidk up die pace" soirih o f PA. Hiqiqiy 
trails Rick. 
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