
MASCMS-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER September, 2003 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Trail relocabops at Long Level and Eiktcn - see page 6 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, October 26 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m.. Sunday. October 26 

Work Party: Meet at tke parking area at ApoHo Park - we will car pod to a closer site on private procertv 
We will (xxitinoe ««IICH& on tise rebcadcn ncarA <rf Ap<^ Park Thsse is mjtdb rtxk wcsdj stiii to be dooe plus 

bniA cfcarii^. Equipn^ needed; mattocks, d i^i i^ bars, chain saw, ssnal! saws, lappers. AH workers sbouki Iwing; 
work gloves, eye protection, limch and water. 

Members Meeting: Most at Yorit Hftng CM> cain « Bflrie 425 ocv Olirr C t ^ 

Directioiis: From norA: FnHon PA Rte 74 cast of Rad LioB ftua 1^ on BaUolda- Rd to cnmect to Rte 425 at Ifew 
Bridgc\ilie. C^soutb onRte425afeoiittlucieaDda)iairniies. T m leftoBBa«d*sIUaaidiilkmittotibenewpaikiBgaica 
for Apollo Park. ToiieachdeYo[kHildngCM;cabai.ooi«i9Ksaffih{mRfc4^ Caisin is on tie kft OJQ a bend 
on the descent to Otter Cisek 

From south and east: CmsslJKNgnaan Wood bridge on R% Twn i ^ L K X i k ^ i i a i ^ ' M ^ K S AJrallcclnnn^ 
on Rle 425 and follow it albml 3 mUes ta Otter Ct^. Tie Yertc Wtamg, drib caiim K aim* % nfe bewwi ifce hndg: w Ac 
right side of the road. To Rack Apcdk> Park oinumieBaKikflR Roeie 423 Fblknr 
it to the nen' parking area. 



MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM ESC 

President Jim Ho 

SecretaA & Newsletter Editor... Yvonne Blades 

Treasurer Mar\ Bleecker 

I^'sSs - J^aBwtiiaaiia Timodri.- Sctamah 

Director - Mayhmd Anthony Betfigiio 

f >ireckH- - E>elawaTe .Robert Beaes^ 

Trait Coordinators; 
Western Section: Ron Gn» 

Eastern Seoiwi volunlca BeeAsi 

The M-Dre NewTfletter is puWidKai about four 
weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTS 
members meelings/work parlies held aunually. 
Submi-ssions are welcomed. Mail or emai] to editor. 
(See address under secretary' above). 

The Masoii-rJL>ion Trail System, toe. is an aLi-
voluntecT, service-oriented association of trail clubs 
and individual hikers that has as its puipojie the use 
and couservatjon of the backcounm Ihrough the 
development of new trails in Ihe raid-Atlantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-mile Mason-
Dixon Trail \siiich passes through historic and 
scenic areas of Pamsylvania, Maryland and 
Delaware 

New members are welcome. To join said $15 
(which includes cost of M-DT n̂ aps and pitch) to 

MaMin-Dison Trail System, Inc 
- J Mary Bleecker 

Thereafkr, the annual fee is S5 
Life memhcnship is available for $250. 
*•»*»»•*»***»**»*»•«*»»»•«»*»«•*«*«»» 

Visit the M-DTS web site at; 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
A ballot is atclosed \vidi this nassletter to members for the electio 

of officers for the Masai-Dixon Trail System, fac. for the term from January 
I , 2004 throt]^ December 31, 2006, Please complete the baJlcf and return 
before Ortober 20, 2003. 

T R A I L U P D A T E S A N D A L E R T S 

Isabd and the M-DT: TJie extort of damage to the trail by the winds and 
rain o f Isabel was new known at press tune Almost certainly there w i l l be 
trees down across the tiaii and a k)t o f ddMis to clear tip. Probably, flood 
dams^ as well Theis was a rapoit of a tornado at Gkn Cove. We 
enccnrage maintainers aiKi meBBbexs to get oat and check a ^ctK» o f trail -
do what you cao R> ckan it up and report any prabbiiis to the trail 
coordinators. 

Tral blockage north of Apirfto faerki The trail is still bladaed between the 
Todsy proraoDtcwy, soutfi of CnlFs Run. and Apolb County (Map 4: 
West to East - Mfle 7J& to 9J% This is a tenfxxary bk idu^ while M-DTS 
builds a trail relocation. The wodt is parô ressing but will not be cx)(if>leted 
tiiis year. 

M-DT at Stony Creek (Map 7: West to Ea^: Mile 9J.) Time ts a metaL 
gate across tiie tdepbcoe caUe r ^ t of vmy that M-DT ̂ dlows tfaion^ ti. 
a r^ . ft is cn the west sde of tbe a<sd^ and the ROW tiicre has become 
overgrown with brambies We suggest waildag aroroid the brambles and gate 
to cross the cre^. Note: This is a wel foot crossing on slippery rocks. 

Innl BfMtdtd m Ok ^̂ iede Startje WorsSL (%fa vmm l e ^ hez\^ 
activity have necessitated a lengthy detour marked with blue ribbons (Map 8: 
West to East - Mile 5.9). 

Also, at Elk Neck State Forest, the eadhai dam the M-DT traverses 
by Plimi Pond at Mile 4.8 was br^ched during an earher ^ o r m and there is 
now a chasm following Isobel wbidi is difficult tc cress. <\l relocation 
will be necessary. 

M-DT near Cossart Rd (Map 10: East to West: Mile 2J> The "makeshifl 
brid^ across small stream" has washed away. The stream is muddy, has a 
soft bottom and is de^. There is no aitem^ crossing at the ptessit time. 

HELPER NEEDED FOR CHABM SAW WORK 
Rco Gray jfigtures there will beeoou^ chain saw work on the M-DT to 

keqj him busy ail wiitfer but he needs a helper - for safety leasms and to 
assist with die work. 

Please contact Ron Gray at 
for more information or to vohrateer 
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 17, 2003 MEKBERS MEETING 
The meeting took place at Iron Hill County Park, Delaware following the wxstk party in Elktai and the Yost 

memorial ffedication at Iron Hill. Those present for the members" meeting and'or the work party were: presidrait Jim 
Hooper, treasurer Mary Bleecker, secretary' Yvoms Blades and Ron Gray, Joyce Millar, Jim McCĉ -, Tim Schmidt, 
Turner Darden, Ruth Gaiantino, Rick Maerker, Vivian and Warren Davies , 

The minutes of the June 15* m e ^ g were approved as circulated (Gray, Bleedcra-). 
Mary Bleecker presented the following treasurer's report for the period from June 15 to August 15, 2003: 

feowne. $120 from memberdiq>s, S47 from sale of map./guideŝ  and $1.40 i n t ^ ^ for a total of $168.40. 
Expaises: July Newsletter costs- $131.10; rental of YHC cabin for August meeting- SIO; balance of cost of Yost 
mcsrament- $500; rental of pavihon at Iron Hill for mtranorial dedicaticxi- $50 for a total of $691.10. The balance in the 
M-DTS checking account as of Augu^ 15, 2003 is $4534.81. 

Trail Reports 
Westers Sectioo - WesterB Ttanma^& at Whisky S p r i ^ to LecJt 12 

Coordiiiaton Ron Gray t^B^[H||^lBHH[ |^|ii^ 
• Jim Hotter has compfeted his "DSMII'S mierelocatJoi sssa Long Level (Map 4) idudi repJ^ss 0.6 miJes of road 

walking wfith 1.5 mites of nks, off-rojKi trail featGncing attiactive snoods, SeUs, ndges, a cxeek, a small dd 
giav^aid and the "̂ DeviFs Hoie"-a p̂ooiEy spotat^baseof a v^tical lodkfiKe. 

• Jim has also relocated a ^tcHt stretch of tl» M-DT ofF Rt. 624 atoo Boat Hoese Rd by ̂  Sasquefaamia River. 
(Map 4). 

now besD 
built. The project is abort 1/3 ojn^fcted. The M-DT is presently bkadeed throaĝ  tins area. 

• Ron r^orts that t h ^ has been kgging in the aieaabopve the York Hiking 
DT through this ar^ (Map 4) mil need rd îazing. Jim Hooper can provide posts ifneededfiHT Mazes. 

• Ron r^orts that the M-DT akng Furnace Rim needs wodc (Map 5: W to E, beyond 1.0) 
• Lopper work is needbd akx^ Oakland Run (Map 5). 
• lliere was no sign tJiat die ea^^ nest above ̂  SvsquAama near ̂  moatfa of Qaidand Run was occq^^d this 

year, llius it w ŝ net necessarytockssetbe M-DT and die bypass route 5). 
• Tim Sdmudt has d<»e maintenance work on his section of M-DT between Hdtwood Dam and Mill Creek. 
• Pat Wolf has maintained her secticm along the tow path frc«i Mill Cre* to Lock 12. 
• Ron Gray r^orts that a total of 55/ hours of work have beai dcme cm the Pennsylvania portion of the Mascm-Dixon 

Trail so fer in 2003. 

Central Section - Lock 12 to Havre de Grace Coordin^or: Pat Wolf 
• There have been no recant reports of the trail ctmditions along Muddy Cresk The rest of the caitral sectiOT should 

be OK. 

Eastern Section - Perry-yiUe to Eastern Terminus at Chadds Ford Coordinators; Cecil Co.-Tony Belfiglio ^H^ l̂̂ ĵ̂  New Castle & Chester Co. - Yvonne Blades 
• Yvonne Blades reported that a huge warehouse has been recently buik near 3»e M-DT just east of BeK*edere Rd. in 

Cecil Co. (Map 7; W to E, Mile 5.5+). Whai she checked the area in mid -August there was no trace of the trail. 
The woods had been cleared ri^ across the telephone cable rig^t of vsay, ̂ i c h the M-DT follows, and erosion 
barriers vrere placed along the «Jge The develc^r is retpiired to leave a passage for the M-DT. Presumably wiien 
the landscaping and acc«s roacb are complied the route of the .M-DT m the area will become more obvious. 

• Ron Gray provide on-site coosuha^on for two M-DT idocatko projects in Cjedi Comrty. He improved the 
aljgnmmt for the proposed rdocation m EMOQ and also kidced at dK oreek oxBsing on the proposed refaction ni 
the'beaver problem area in EBt Neck State Forest wtich he felt could be "brit^oT with 15 fbct boards. Getting the 
materials to the work site could be a challenge. 

• At today's work paity, one-half ntile of new off-road trail was built in the Elkton area as part of a relocatitKi made 
necessary- by new home develqmient. A 4x4 post with blue blazes was put in to mark the entrance to the trail oflF 
Melbourne Boulevard. A route was cleared througb nice open woods above a aieam; then after a r i ^ t angle turn. 
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t h r t x i ^ a Wretch of scrubby growA leading to an CT[rt)aiikinait where a dug-in trail was built down the slope. The 
udtxstion joHK the existing M-DT at a small pond m the woods just before the (fescent to the fish propagation 
poods. (Map 8; East to West, Mile 2.9) Jim Hooper collected GPS data on the route 

• Chuck Baker rqxjrts a problem at the small stream crossing just before Cossart Road (Map 10, East to WesL Mile 
2.2), the makeshift b n < ^ across the stream has washed away. The stream is muddy and has a soft bottcMnr 

Old Business 
Yost Monument - Tiuner Dardm reports that the moaumsit has been mstalied at Iron Hill Cowty Park and the 

final paymmt made to the monument maker. 
Conservation Initiatives - Jim HoopCT reported that the Conser\'ati«i Fund has been negotiating with Safe 

Harbor Power Co, regardmg acquisiticm and preservation of land alraig the Susquehanna Ris-er bitt, as yet, no agreemait 
has been rradied. 

Eadanfered Trails - Jim Ho(q)er rqjorted that be presenting a resoluticn at the KTA meeting 
TB^animg hiring an exscolive director far fioid r a k a ^ c^eata^ a trail priomy knd tn i^ , - plus oifaer Te£|iaBsibilitie& 
aimed at assisting hikmg d d s a pnjtectii^ t h ^ trails. 

Equipment Purdaee - Ron Gray atfeeaded a caUe wskdiop at the leceot ATC m New Hamf^oe and, as a 
result,recommaidsthepaidaseof ftafsVMiptlieysSKwammsndar,lt»caAa^ 
DTS and die York Hikiig Cbb. I t«as noved by TiBsar Danba, sec(wdBd% RidkMaedDS Aat M4XrS apfnovetfae 
purchase of the straps aaodpsJiî s, Ae costto be shared beiiieen MSTS and YHC Carned. 

Nominating Ciiniiilln - The ntMBnating lua—ilHn consistiiig of Plat Unal^ Ted SflBdenam and Tramer Daiden 
presented die following s t e auniatta; ftr M-OrrS eSbsess ftr the tsxm bmmy t, 2004 to Dscmsber % 
Preside: Andiony B e l ^ a . Vioe-Pissidenr James Tbaper, Secmarr; Ymmm Bbdes, TnoBnaer May BSeedber, 
and EHrectors: PA - James McCoy, MD - .Alan Robnd, DE - Rc*^ Bewiett. 

ROTI Gray nwv^ that dKsbteofrKjmHKes be accepted, seoH^ed by T t i r i ^ Darden. Carried. AbaUotwillbe 
mailal to all members widi the next M-DTS Newsletter. 

Next Meeting and Worik Party - Sunday, October 26 Work party ^ Apollo Park; meoAers' BKetkig at YHC 
cabm at Otter Creek. * * • * * 

Couple in their 80s adopt a trail. 

They hike tD^ther 
to spruce up path 

Editor's note: This header and photo is from a 
recent edition of the Kiiladelphia Inquirer, Chester 
Co. edition whidi featured a nice spread about 
l<xig time M-DTS members, Warrai and Vivian 
Davies. TTie Davies, of Landenburg, PA, have 
maintained a 10 mile secti<xi of the M-DT throu^ 
White Clay Cjsek PiBsm« for umpteai years. 

; The article mcfaidedtseo phot<K (one djown faeie) 
of the Davies OB the M-DT. It was well deswvod 
recc^iticm of their contribution to M-DTS and 
die White Clay Credk Preserve. 

t ot Landenbwg hike a trail atoog PsWer 
noad in WMK Clay Creei- PrEserve. Warrer. 83. and Vwjan, 84, try 

l i i o rates a day Ui maiream ^ part of ttie Maso^^3«on 



B o b Y o s t M e m o r i a l P e 4 i c 3 t i o D August 17 ^ bon Ht l l C o u n t y P a r k 

Tamer 3n4 bis d̂ ughfâ  Reynol4s 
unvei! the monument Tamer 4ispenses'd^mpi^ne'the toast 

The Yost M«Tjoiial Tamer an4 Lee by the rncmonal 
- gr̂ y gî nftc with a M-PT b b e b t e Tlje M-DT goes through the gate4 bne beyon4 



M-DT MAP 4 - Relocation at Long Level 

WEST TO EAST 
0.0 mi Cross KjiiglUs View Road to TrinitN' Church Road 
0. .̂  mi Pass Irinit̂ ' North Road oa right 
1. G mi Go straigM ahead al "T" iiiterseaiou onto KJines Run Rd 

«tkii ccaues firnin the riglA and turns toward the river. 
1.5 mi FoUow Klines Run Rd diagoually across Rt 624 down u> 

the âsqpodiamia River Turn right on Boat House Rd 
1 7 na Juiwion with Rt 624. Go left oa Rt. 624 dovra ri%'er. 
2.9 iTii Pass Calvery Church Rd on the right. 
3.0 mi hnmediately after crossing bndge at Cabin Creek, turn 

right offRte 624 Miio the road tteH goes straight back. 
W h o i R a d toros to the Idt, cfxitinue straight ahead 

3.4ni Reackdeni^ torn left (ntcail Oat d i i n l s i ^ l t B ^ 
wsds. Exitw>ods,tBniTi^aadfe>liawe^«rf'fieJd 
aroiaid a Left hsaid ixurtsr asd z ri^ head cssssr. 

3.6 mi Nearthcfaiendoi'liieJMd.nKnri^tamleni^woadsL 
Fi]ik>w a iM%e highabowe Caian Biandt then descoid 
steej^ if«o the 'DCTU'S H A T . 

3.9im Pass throng a scidiif neaa&tnil ioDomimaBdAe 
base of a venical reck tee. ants kfi aiaag lie oaeiL 
and then gradiiaUr dtmlis ifr aniAcr zid^. 

4. ] nri Gieal >\'intertime irkws c^Caiiai Branch ¥all«,- Tnro 
left, descend throi]^ ^Kiods, pass thrm^ a veeed^ area. 

4.3mi Cross the upper of a grassy slope, reentar woods. 
Pass a small oveŝ pown oW graveyard 

4.7 mi Leave woods, cnss anream, pass tbtm^ a grewe of trees 
and go diagonally acios.s the iidersectioa *hcre Rt 624 
comes down the hiH and turns to its left river. 

5 0 mi The daiJ oontinues aioog flie riveriront on Fishing Creek 
Road past "Sfenst's Mare " with hUdrtg, gear and ice 
cream!! etc etc 

5.6 mi Reach Fishing Credt Bri<^ etc. 

EAST TO WEST 
12.9 mi Rt 624 comes m from the left and cairves to the left, 

arai^t ahead tram the hiker s perspective. Oo 
diagMiaHy acmss mtersectuxi and thrtjngh a ̂ ove of trees 
Cross a stream and enter woods. Trail climbs giadually as 
it winds its way thrmtgh the woods. 

13.2 mi Pass small ovemown, old gravey^d Crtss top edge of 
grassy slope, {MSS around edge of fence, continue through 
weedy area, then reenter woods. 

13.5 mi Reach top of tilge wiih great winlertime views of Cabin 
ftrauch vallev\w ridge to right, then descend 
gradually to saream level and head downstream 

13.7 m» Turn 3*aipr^i« away from stream, fdlow nail thrcnigh 
scniilK aees m. hass m vertkal jcet fece,' Devil s }Mc' 

CSni>q>sfe^y, turn left in WDofe Fusliye^geor 
dfaBBEBK^IheatKerittriRXMls. TomridLfidlinrtidge 
"iî î CrisD ytmHK'J| 

t4QniBdt wBtxk. tone kft,JUbwe4Ee4rf'fieid. Goaimd 
Gimer la IdL t o i r ^ WsodL left tara Hto WMds 

I 4 , 2 n Oeacaddrao^WM^ 6eai^deHiae.TacRT^wi 
ftBnwrgaay g r a f l i . iita^, COm Grak 

14.4m Tflw iiTiriiiiiiiiillii 1in.iii««wii iiiiwl 
a«to fidda^lnid fir roadway 

14.6 mi TmnieficB Re62(4, f^xs Cabin Creek CO load hrii^e 
I47ini P^CriwiyaHKfcftdaithekA. 
15.9 mi Tnoit^a^BaalHoBscRgid 
16.1 iniTiKnk£fBl3aKsRiBRd.Fo0owiidiagamUyaGn)ss 

Rt.624 
16.6 HH At "T" iE«ersectieB cmtimie stiaigiit afaesd sale liimK 

ChtffchRd KJines Ron Rd turns off to the kfl. 
17.3 tni Triiritv t̂ otth Rd on left. Cwrtinue 00 Tnmtv Church Rd 
17.6 un R i ^ K I I ^ V K ; « Road 

M-DT MAP 8 - Relocation in Bktoo 

WEST TO E ^ T 
13.1 mi Leave fish prc^gation area em opposite side by 

tuining right off access road into small meadow: 
climb onto earthen dam retaining small pond on left; 
turn right and watch for dug-in trail <» right slabbing 
up steep embankmoiL 

13.2 tm Pass through scrubby area. 
13.3 mi Turn left and go through nice opoi wwds above a 

anall stream. Trail briefly crosses ccmer of 
overgrown tieJd, then reenters woods 

,13.5 mi Cross small stream on rock dam, cUmb up bank, exit 
- woods into large open area with a retention pond. 

Ttim left and follow e<%e of open arta to roadway m. 
housing devel<̂ imeni. Watch for blazes on curbs. 

13 6 mi Turn left onto Melbourne Blvd, cross intersection and 
continue uphill. 

13.9 mi Tnm left onto E. Village Road ac 

EAST TO WEST 
1.4 mi Turn right on Delancy Road for 250 feet, then turn left 

onto E. Vilia^ Rd. Watch i(x bkaas on curbs. 
2.0 mi Turn ri^ cm Melbonrrx: Blvd. 
2.3 mi At large open clearing just bes-ond first bouse after an 

intersecoon, inni ri^t along edge of clearing and 
waich fiw right turn mto woods. Descend to right md 
cross rock dam, turn left and follow trail through 
woods above the stream. The trail briefly crosiics the 
comer of au ovogrown field then continues through 
nice open woods. 

2.6 mi Turn right and pass through scmbb? area thai descaid 
cm dng-in trail toedgs of a raoall pond 

Z8 mi Turn left along edge of pond then descend to a small 
meadow. Turn kfi and go around fish propagation 
poiKk,aimii^&rlbefarl^dia^»alcomer, etc 
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