
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M - D T S N E W S L E T T E R M a y , 2 0 0 3 

m -OTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, June 15 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, Jime 15 

W o r k Party: Meet at tfie new paHdsg area at Apotlo Park. 
We will continue work relocating the trail off private property north o f Apollo Park There is much rock 

work to be done plus brush cJearing. Equipment needed mattocks, digging bars, cham saw, small saws, ioppers Al l 
workers diouW bring work gloves, eye protection, lunch and water. 

Members Meeting: Meet at York Hikiag Club cabin on Route 425 near Otter Creek-
Directions: From ae r tk Fnm PA Rte 74 cast ^iMmmkAoKBaOdmUktmdlooomKXi to Rsc 42S ^ 1 ^ 
Bridgevilic. GoswihoKSscmSiibeaia^MaaikaMaat^ Tom t d i e n e t ^ s B d a o r i i d l l a K ' n i e i l e K w 

for Apoilo Park To resdhl f teYadkHaEi i^dabcaiv^caBl t t^ C^An is <nt ifte fcA <SB 4£ fiessl 

on the descent to Otter Cwdk. 

From south and ca**:. C R M S 5fcc "S&tmm Waod brii^ an few J72. Tarrr rigftt, nortfe. ( » Rre 74 lo near AmiSe: tarn rig&l 
on Rre 42.5 and follow it aboct 5 miies to Olier Creek. The York Hiking club cabin is about % aiile be>ond the brid«; on the 
right side or the road To cesch Apollo P îck, ccatinsKt am(^, 9f^> ^sms. 4 1 5 akauk i nifesaBl tam v^t. ai Bmvt Rd Fellow 
it to the new parking aicji-
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The M-DTS Nvrwstolicr is publishcti iiJmui four 
weeks ;ii advance of each of the iViui M -1J I 'S 
nicmbere' mceliiigs/work jwrties l ield annually. 
Submissions arc we lconKcl . Nfetil or esasO to editor. 
(Sec address under secretary above). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail S\3k3B, Inc. i s an aO-
volimteer, service-oriented assoasticas of trail dubs 
aud individijal hiktsrs thai has as rts fsjrpose the tjx. 
and ixaisenatiori of the badKour.tr>' ihroiigli IIK* 
development of new trails in tbe mirf-Ailantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is iJie 190-mile Masou-
I>ixon Trail * i u c h passes Hrrwigh hiaoiic and 
scenic arta-s of Pcnns>Iv<mia, Maryland aivl 
Delaware. 

New members are welcome. T o jcJB seaij $15 
(which includes cost of M -DT maps aad patch) to 

Mason-Dixon T r a i l Systew, tec 
Mary Bleeckcr 

Thcreatter, the anriuaFtee is $5. 
Life mc.mhcTship is available for $250 

Visit the M - D l S w-eb site at; 

M E M B E R S H I P D U E S R E M I N D E R 
Your year 2003 Mason-Dixon Tra i l System, Joe membership dues 

are aow due. A dues form is included with this mailing iV; ihose who hav ' 
no! renewed their mi'mhcrship for 2003. We hope you wiU <x)ntmue tc 
support M-DTS. 

T R A I L A L E R T S 

M-DT B L O C K E D NORTH OF APOLLO PARK 
The .M-DT is blocked between the rocky promontory, sooth of Cuff's 

Run, and Apolio Count>- Park (Mljqj 4: West to East - Mi le 7.6 t© 9.7) due 
to new Jaiid ownership. M-DTS is building a 2.5 mile reSocation on a 
rocky slope beiow the old i r » L Tha? work w S aol ctmigMed ttes year 

\1^DT at Stoiqr C r w k (Ma^ 7: West to East: Mi l e 9^> There is a ntetal 
gate across the tdejrfsoce cabie right o f way that M-DT fbOamfs tbrcsigh this 
area i t is an i t e wea side o f tfes creek astd the ROW there has become 
overgrcKis wiifa biaiables. We su^ ra t •saftkig arc^ind the biaijibles m6 g^e 
to cross t t e c.??sk. Nifte: Thir-1*: o -mei ftmt ctmsim;^ tm sJjppert rixis. 

Townhouse de>eh)pme»t near l^ tw i * East Creek (Msp 7 rdocalioiK 
West to East: Mi le 10.6 to 10.8) The M-DT Mlaws the cable ROW 
through the compfeted parts o f this devesopment - a route for the trail was 
included in the plans. Construction is underway on tbe last stage o f tha-
devcloptnenl - nearer to North East Creek.. Make your way down towards t l 
creeJi and pick up the trail a ^ m as it heads domistreani along the creek. 

T ra i l flooded in Elk Neck State Forest; High water levels plus beaver 
activity have necessitated a lengtliy detour marked with blue ribbcsas (Map 8: 
West to East - Mile 5.9) 

Access to woods near Elkton <Map 8: Fast to West: Mi le 2.1) The route 
for the M-DT jfirc»n CortiDantel Dr into the w-oods has ham cut o f f by new 
home devekjpmect A new w*ae ¥«M be develojxd ir<sn die pcmd on 
Melbourne Boulevard. 

Recreatioo A r c * coastructioD s<N(tb of Newark (Map 9: West to East: 
Mfle 4.4) Tum leS. onto roadway leading to Cobblefield Recreation .Area 
now under constniction. .M-DT wi i l fbilow a pa\'ed walkway (now a di i t 
road) arcHjnd left side of recreation area. There are few, i f any, blazes now 

TRAIL WmJMNER NEEDED 
One or tvm voltrteeirs are needed to maintain flje M-DT fi-<Mn the east 

gate esf Elk Kedc Sta*e Forest m Cecil Co, M D to the tq> o f Iron H i l l in 
Delaware (Map 8: West to East: Mi le 8.2 to 16.0; Map 9 : West to East: 
Mite 0.0 to 3.5). 

Please contact Yvc»ina BizKiss a d H H H ^ ^ B M I H H ^ ^ H J U ^ ^ ^ B j ^ 
for more information or to valuntser 
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MINUTES OF THE MAY 11, 2003 MEMBER'S MEETING 
TTie meeting took place at tiie York Hiking Ciub cabin at Otter Creek follow.'ing the work pait>- at Apollo Park. 

Those present were; president i i m Hooper, secretary Yvonne Blades and Ron Gray, Jim McCoy, Joyce Miller, Turner 
Dardeo, T im Schnudl, Diane Anderson, Alan, Tim and Jesse Roland Charhe Ament attended the work party. 

The minutes of the November 10, 2CKJ2 Members' MeetJng were approved as circulated (Gray, Sdniudt). The 
secretary reported that die work hike and meeting scheduled for March 16, 2003 had to be cancelled as the heavy snow 
fall prevented access to the meeting and work sites in Elk Neck Stats Forest The nrjeeting and work party were 
rescheduled for May 1 ! ; the work party locatioiii was changed to Apollo Park because o f die urgent need to work on a 
r^oc^KMi around t t e trail blockage north o f the park. 

Financial Report for 2002 
Rick Maerker reviewed the treasurer's records a i d submitted the foibwing summary o f the ^'ear 2002 financial 

S23M75 

548 <J6 
51.73 
36.55 

377 79 

739.84 
26S.93 
112.00 
6 2 . ^ 

$a)I3.73 

activity o f Mason-Dixou TiaiJ System, inc. 
2fi«2 

lacnnr 
Dues/Demticns %22Kl.m 

(126 icsicw, 33 new) 
Salcofiaa5}?guidcst42> 462 (Ml 
S^GfpaKhes 43.00 

TOTAL IMTOME S2797 9* 

AdmirastnOion 98.40 
Ke»^eta» 7J6..46* 
PauMs 000 
Map/Gsiides 0.00 
Trad MaoJlcnance 98.34 
Capeal acpcrac 0.00 
Doia^nsr^ciues 50,00 

TOT.AI. EXI^NSES $S«3 20 

Caning baJance in checking aocoum as of VWl $2S53.?I 
InctMoe rflraas esfxascs m 2002 $1814.74 
Endmg balance in choctdng aocouni as of 12»12ii>2 S4668.45 

CD - 3«»-iiHHith a 6.06%, dsx 2/1 M»3 $3026 ¥) 
C D - 24-maaih a 6.81%.<fec&'22a>4 S42i>7.55 
CD - 6-njfflHh 1.99%. cJbc 4/26W3 $3302-^ 

TOTAL ASSETS OF M-OTS. Im:. as of I2O1/02 S152«>4.67 

Accqjtance o f the goanctal report was mox'ed by Gray, ^conded by Sdandt - Approved 

Tra i l Reports 
Eastern Section - Easlero Terminus at Chadds Ford to Perryville C4ienfiiiater»; O i e^e r and !^ew C j ^ l e 

Co. - Yvonne Blades < l B H | f l H B f l ^ H f e | H ^ ^ Ci^. - Tom B r i f i f ^ K a ^ l H I B B ^ ^ 
• B<* Bomett and a group ofituckfrts Tiave dwie trail mamtaiance o i the M-DT akmg C h n s t r n ^ r e e l ^ ^ 
• YvcHHie Blades walked a 3-mile section o f Che M-DT la Elk Neck Staie Forest with Rick Smith, the new manager o f 

Elk Neck State Park & Fewest and Margit Prurtt, the Marviand CooservatMai Ctap manager at ENSF, plus her 
csiew The secticai kichided a ta^y detour fis^d by Yvoone a i ond an aiea flooded by beawr activity A 
relocation around the beaver probk»n area was p r o v e d . Maigit ter MCC crew have bear marking the 
boundaries o f the Forest and w i l l refre^ th^ M-DT bhie and wfartc blazes in the fwsst 

3 



("enlrai Section - HavTC dc Grace Co Lock 12 Coonfmator: Pat W o l f 
• There is now a bridge for die traii over Lily Run tn North Park at HavTe de Grace It was built by a c i w from 

Aberdeai Proving Groiind headed by Joe Kochendorfer o f tiie Lower Susqudianna Heritage Greenway Joe and his 
crssv have also finislied lavmg quarry dust bctweoi the old rails on die route o f the LSHG and M D T heading north 
from Havre de Grace They have done up to the CSX bridge. Joe reports that swneone is scraping « i r blazes of f 
the trees along this secticm o f trai l . .Alan Roland wi l l refresh tlie blazes. 

• The LSHG project manager and a small group including Yvonne Blades walked around the south part of Arundel 
Quarry to investigate a potential route for the Greotway and M-DT, 

Western Section - Lock 12 to Western Terminus at Whiskey Springs Coordinator; Ron Gray^ 

• T im Schmidt has ^ent Tliours on trail work clearing his section b^^een Mi l l Creek and Holtwood Dam. 
• Mamtamer needed for section from Posey Rd to Otter Creek. May be a lack of blazes due to lodging m the hil l 

abo\'e Furnace Run. 
• Hikers have reported blow dowits m Otter Credc. 
• Tliere has been loggmg soiiih o f Apolto Park. AT\ proUan there also 
• Today's woric party^ hnih IW-MUi feet of new trail north o f j ^xd lo Park - the first part o f a I'/i mile ksng R*oc3tiOT 

necessary because of new land ownership. This section on the M-DT wtM mx be open this yezr. 
• Jim Hooper got. permisssm from Safe Harbor Power Co. to refacate a seOMm o f the M-DT of f Rte 624, scwth o f 

Cabm Branch cajto tlxsr land up sk^e from tbe ccffijuimity o f Long Levd Wap 4r West to Cast, MSe 3.0-3,6 
The relocation p a s ^ t h r o H ^ an area called Devil's Hole and w i l l be 13 neks kng. Jim has o w ^ k t e d IB** o f iL 

Other B u s i n e s s 
Yost MonumcMt - Tinner Darden reported that Mew Ca^e Co, Parks Dqjt hss ap|>ro\'ed a nice location for the 

monument at the top o f Iron Hi l l m Iron Hi i i Co«Bity Park, DE. The M-DT passses by i t . Tlie quote for the mmumait is 
$925 Placement on a concrete pad is re<xienmeiKi«i to protect fixxn dani^e by tawn mow^ers and a t e m anchor to iKlp 
prevent vandalism A nKHitsi to approve the additi<ma] costs was moscd by Hoqjar, secoisded by Gray. Cansed. 

Lower Susquehanna River Pedestrian/Bicycle Crossing - Feasibility Study - Yvonne Blades rqx>rted the 
LSHG consultants, Johnson, Mirmiran & ThompsMi, have presented the results o f their studv'. A public briefing v/as 
held on May 8 Atteniatn.'es c<msidered vk^re: 

A. New bridge betwean Havre dc Grace & Penyville (1) using edg ing pie-s (2) new bridge with new p i ^ 
B. Attach fecility to enistBig h r w ^ ( I ) L S 40 bridge (2) 1-95 bridge 
C. New bridge bet^'een Pt D^ fos i & S<jsfjudsaraia St Park (!) single c r os i r^ (2) sef^iate crossings between istands 
D. Non-bndge ahematives ( I ) water ta.Ki or feny (2) van or bus service (3) gondola or sus^^ended cable o r 

Foiendal ioluliom mvr iime were identified as: shori-lerm D (I) or (2): mki^erm Q tang-term A (7) 

Peunsylvania Greenway srad Conservation initiatives - Jim Hoc^ja- rep<»ted « i two meetings he had atteaded. 
The first was the Susqudianna Greenway Paitnerdi^} ia Columbs where OKiservaticM phmning along the lower 
Susqudiauna River was discussed. The vision is a Greoiway <xi both sides o f the ri\"er from Maryland to New York.. 

'Ihe second meeting was the York County Planning Commission The power companies who own much o f the 
riverside land now wish to divest diemselves o f the excess to lower their tax bmdefl The COTservatiai Fund is working 
for DCNR to acquire the land and prefect odier land alceog the river 

It is important that local r^ ida i ts make tiieir township's Bcmd o f Sopervjaxs aware o f ex i t ing traits, such as 
the M-DT, so they can be protected. It is more effective than ff outsiders talk lotbem. I f peopfe nesd help, cwi tad Jim 
Hooper 

Endangered Hik ing Trails - Rc«i Gray moved, sconded bv= lovce MiBer tiiat M-DTS joki the KTA 
Endangered Hiking Trails commktee. Approved. 

Next Meeting: Sunday Jane 15, Work party 9 00 am at Apollo Park. Me t ing at 2:00 pm 
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