\\%

s MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc.

N\

M-DTS NEWSLETTER  may, 2003

]

M-DTS WORK PARTY — 9:00 a.m., Sunday, June 15
M-DTS MEMBERS’ MEETING — 2:00 p.m., Sunday, June 15

Work Party: Meet at the new parking area at Apello Park.

We will continue work relocating the trail off private property north of Apolio Park. There is much rock
work to be done plus brush clearing. Equipment needed- mattocks, digging bars, chain saw, small saws, loppers. All
workers should bring: work gloves, eye protection, lunch and water.

Members Meeting: Meet at York Hiking Club cabin on Reute 425 near Otter Creek.




MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM INC

President ...

Vice President. ...

Secretary & Newsletter Editor. . Yvomme Blades
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Director - Pennsylvania ___ ... Limeothy Schamdt

Director - Maryland. ... Anthony Belfigtio
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Eastern Section. ... volunteer needed

The M-DTS Newsletier is published about four
weeks m advance of each of the fow M-DTS
members’ meetingsiwork parties held annually.
Submissions are welcomed. Meail or email (o editor
(See address under secretary abovel

The Mason-Dixon Trail Systesn, e is an all-
volunteer, service-oriented association of tyail clubs
and mdividual hikers that has ss its purpose the use
and conservation of the backcountry through the
development of new trails in the mid-Atlantic states.
The mucleus of M-DTS is the 190-mile Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes through historic and
scenic areas of Pennsylvania, Marvland and
Delaware.,

New members are welcome To join send $15
(which includes cost of M-IDT maps and patch) to
Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc

. Mary Bleecker
'lhcrea!cr, the ann! |ec 1s $5.
Life membership is available for $250.
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Visit the M-DJTS web site at-

MEMBERSHIP DUES REMINDER
Your year 2003 Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc membership dues
are now due. A dues form is incloded with this mailing /o these who hay —
not yet renewed their membership jor 2003. We hope you will contmue t
support M-DTS. "

A

TRAIL ALERTS

M-DT BLOCKED NORTH OF APCLLO PARK
The M-DT is blocked between the rocky promontory, south of Cuff’s
Run, and Apolle County Park {(Map 4: West to East - Mile 7.6 to 9.7) due
to new land owmership. M-DTS is building a 2.5 mile relocation on a

rocky slope below the old trail. The work will not be completed this year.

M-DT at Stony Creek (Map 7: West to Fast: Mile 9.2} There ts a metal
gate across the telephone cable nght of way that M-DT follows through this
area. It is on the west side of the creck and the ROW there has become
overgrown with brambles. We suggest walking around the brambles and gate
to cross the creek. Note: This iy @ wet foor crocsing on slippery rocks.

Townhouse development near North East Creek (Map 7 relocation:
West to East: Mile 10.6 to 10.8) The M-DT follows the cable ROW
through the completed parts of this development - a route for the trail was
mnciuded in the plans. Construction is underway on the last stage of the-
development - nearer to North East Creek. Make your way down towards i
creek and pick up the trail agam 2s it heads downstream along the creek.

Trail flooded in Eik Neck State Forest: High water levels plus beaver
activity have necessitated a lengthy detour marked with blue ribbons (Map 8:
West to East - Mile 5.9)

Access to woods near Elkton {Map 8: East to West: Mile 2.1} The route
for the M-DT from Continental &hno&e%shsbemaﬁoﬁbynew
Anewmﬁ!lbedevelqmdﬁmﬂmpmdm

Recreation Area conmstruction south of Newark (Map 9: West to East:
Mile 44) Tum lefi onto roadway leading to Cobblefield Recreation Area
now under construction. M-DT will follow a paved walkway (now a dirt
road) around left side of recreation area. There are few, if any, blazes now.

TRAIL MAINTAINER NEEDED
One or two volunteers are needed to maintain the M-DT from the east
gate of Elk Neck State Forest in Cecil Co, MD to the top of Iron Hill in
Delaware (Map 8: West to East: Mile 8.2 to 16.0; Map 9: West to East:
Mile 0.0 to 3.5).

Please contact Yvonne Blades a-
for more mformation or to vohm ]



MINUTES OF THE MAY 11, 2003 MEMBER'S MEETING

The meeting took place at the York Hiking Club cabin at Otter Creek following the work party at Apolle Park.
Those present were: president Jim Hooper, secretary Yvonne Blades and Ron Gray, Jim McCoy, Joyce Miller, Tumer
Darden, Tim Schimidt, Diane Anderson, Alan, Tim and Jesse Roland. Charlie Ament attended the work party.

The minutes of the November 10, 2002 Members® Meeting were approved as circulated {Gray, Schmidt). The
secretary reported that the work hike and meeting scheduled for March 16, 2003 had to be cancelled as the héavy snow
fall prevented access to the meeting and work sites in Elk Neck State Forest. The meeting and work party were
rescheduled for May 11; the work party location was changed to Apoilo Park because of the urgent need to work on a
relocation around the trail biockage north of the park.

Financial Report for 2002
Rick Maerker reviewed the treasurer’s records and submitted the following summary of the year 2002 financial
activity of Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. :

2002 1993-2002 {average)
Ircome
Dues’Danations $2282 00 $2336.75
{126 rencw. 33 new)
Sale of mapieuides (42) 462 .00 348406
Sale of patches 1300 5173
Interest 1094 3653
Eipenses
Admmstration 98.40 37779
Newsletter 736 46* 37848 *{mcades postage)
Paiches 000 7420
Map/Gaides 0.00 73984
Trail Mamtcnance 9834 26893
Capatal expense R H 200
Donations/ducs 3000 62 56
TOTAL EXPENSES $983 20 $2013.73

Opening balance in checking account as of /102 $2833 71
Income mimas expenscs in 2002 $i814 74
Ending balance in checking account as of 12712402 S$3668 45

CD - 30-month @ 6.06%, due 271243 $3626 19
CD- 24-month @ 6.81%. due 622704 $4207.55
CD- 6-month @ 1.99%, duc 4/26/03 $3302.48

TOTAL ASSETS OF M-DTS. Inc. as of 12/31/02 $15204.67
Acceptance of the ﬁnmcialrepoxtwasmovedbyﬁmy,seomdedbySdmﬂ—Appmved

Trail Reports '
EastemSecﬁon-EastemTuminusatChaddsFordtoPu:yville Coordinators: Chester and New

Co. - Yvonne Blades (bciCo.-TwyM
* Bob Bennett and a group of students have done tra mamtenance on the M-DT along Christma C
° YvumeBladeswaﬂgedaB-milesectionafmeM—DTinEIkNed:StaeForestwihR‘nckSmiﬂz,thenewumagerof

E!kNeckStawPark&FamandMarngmat,the&hryhndem%pmugeraENSF,plnsher

relocatimamundﬂ;ebeavapmblemafeawas@proved. MargitandherMCCctewhavebemumﬁngthe
boundaries of the Forest and will refresh the M-DT blue and white blazes in the forest



Ceniral Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12 Coordinator: Pat Wolf

® There is now a bridge for the trail over Lily Run in North Park at Havre de Grace. It was built by a crew from
Aberdeen Proving Ground headed by Joe Kochendorfer of the Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway. Joe and his
crew have also finished laying quarry dust between the old rails on the route of the LSHG and MDT heading north
from Havre de Grace. They have done up to the CSX bridge. Joe reports that someone is scraping our blazes off
the trees along this section of trail. Alan Roland will refresh the blazes. «

® The LSHG project manager and a small group including Yvonne Blades walked around the south part of Arundel
Quarry to investigate a potential route for the Greenway and M-DT.

Western Section - Lock 12 to Western Terminus at Whiskey Springs  Coordinator: Ron Gray ¢

e Tmm !!midt has spent !H!rs on trail work clearing his section between Mill Creek and Holtwood Dam.
°

Mamtainer needed for section from Posey Rd to Otter Creek. Maybealackofblazesduetologgingonthelﬁll
above Fumace Run.

e Hikers have reported blow downs m Otter Creek
There has been loggmg south of Apolio Park. ATV problem there ziso
Today’sworkpanybuil'msmﬁaetofnewtmilnmthofﬁpoﬂo?ark-theﬁzstpmtofaZ‘I;mile!ongrelocnﬁm
necessary because of new land ownership. This section on the M-DT wall not be open this year.

. Jim}bopergotpelmisskmﬁ'omSafe}hrboerCo.lorelocateasec!imafﬂieM—DTo&'RﬁeéM,soﬂhof
CabinBrmchomo(heirlandnpslopeﬁomthemmunhyof[mgLﬂeﬂ,. Map 4: West to East, Mile 3036
Therelomﬁmpa&sesﬂnmghanamcaﬂed%ﬂ’sﬂolemdwﬂlbeljniileslmg Jim has completed 173 of it

’ Other Business
YostMonuncnt—TumerDardmreponedﬂlatNmCaﬁleCo.Parlqunhsq:prmedanioeMm for the
monument at the top of fron Hill m Iron Hill County Park_ DE. The M-DT passes by it. The quote for the monsment is
$925. Placementonamuepadismommnmdedmptuedﬁmnbnngebyhunmsandabommdlmmhdp
prevent vandalism. A motion to approve the additional costs was moved by Hooper, seconded by Gray. Carried.

Lower Susquehanna River Pedestrian/Bicycle Crossing - Feasibility Study - Yvonne Blades reported the
LSHG consultants, Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, have presented the results of their study. A public briefing was
held on May 8. Alternatives considered were: z
A. New bridge between Havre de Grace & Perryville (1) using existing piers {2} new bridge with new piers
B. Attach facility to existmng bridge (1) US 40 bridge (2) I-95 bridge
C. New bridge between Pt Deposit & Susquehanna St Park (1) single crossing (2) separate crossings between islands
D. Non-bridge alternatives (1) water taxi or ferry (2) van or bus service (3} gondola or suspended cable car
Potential solutions over time were identified as: short-term D) (1} ar (2): mid-term C: long-term A (2

Susquehanna River was discussed. The vision is a Greenway on both sides of the river from Maryland to New York..

The second meeting was the York County Planning Commission. The power companies who own much of the
riverside land now wish to divest themselves of the excess to lower their tax burden. The Conservation Fund is working
for DCNR to acquire the land and protect other land along the river.

It is important that local residents makeﬂ:eirtom:ship’sBoardcmevimmeofexisthgtraﬂs, such as
the M-DT, so they can be protected. It is more effective than if cutsiders talk to them. If people need help, contact Jim
Hooper

Endangered Hiking Trails - Ron Graymved,ﬁcondedb)-loyce&lﬂlerﬂmM-DTSjohﬂxeKTA
Endangered Hiking Trails committee. Approved.

Next Meeting: Sunday June 15, Work party 9:00 am at Apollo Park. Mesting at 2-00 pm
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