
A \ A S O N - D I X O N T R A I L S Y S T E M , I n c . 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER F e b r u a r y , 2 0 0 3 

IMPORTAHT NOTICE 
T r a i Mocked north of Apolo Park. Scg page 2 for dttxk 

M-OT WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, March 16 
M-OTS MEMBERS' MEETING - 1:30 p.in., Sunday, March 16 

Work Party: Meet in parking area by tbe maintenance building just inside and to the left of tlw entrance to Elk Neck 

T 1 ^ a r e severalrdocatkmtodeffi^andUa»iBcWbs HieteanraEBis 
relatively flat except for a ^SS^CB me siieci^itMam. Bbaes am ilSb^e^ 
refreshing. Note; Biases m ENSF mte Mm M^te -i^imk imk^ ^ a m mms <of a doloie^. EqpfHMHt aeeded 
clippers, Iqjpers, chain saw, noifeDcks. small saw„ simsai paaA set-mps CUaê  -vAUte mi * iauwm oMt paoaC) AM wariaen 
should bring: work glovts^ e^^ptotedbmi, h o ^ and nafier.T^ 
of the M-DT as we work. 

Members Meeting: We wiH asseraUe in the parking area as abow at 1125 p n and drive to an af^r^riate kwation. 

Directions: The town of Mxtt East is n Cedl CouMy, Mai^bnd and can be easijr anaeMcJ fion 1-95 or US Route 40. 
Exit to the south on MD Rte 272. I J rmles soaih of Rte 40, turn left on Fn^o^m Road Proceed 1.7 miles to die aitrance 
to Elk Neck State F o r ^ oo die left. 



MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM INC 
V'resident Jim Hooper 

Vice President Jim Dennv 

Secretarv' & Newsletter Editor... Yvonne Blades 

Treasurer .Mary Bleecker 

Director - Pennsylvania TimBfcv Sdaan^ 

Director - Delaware Rdbol BamciJ 

Trail Coordinators: 
Westeni Section: Ron€iraif 

Central Section Rtf WeM 

Eastern Section volunteer needed 

The M-DTS Newsletter is published about four 
weeks in advance of each of tbe four M-DTS 
members' raeetings/wOTk parties held aimually. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or eotai] to editor. 
(See address under secretar>' al»we). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc. is an all-
TOlunteer, service-oriented associatico of trail clute 
and individual hikers that ha.s as its purpose the use 
and conservation of the backcountr>' through ttie 
development of new trails in the inid-AOantic states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the IW-mile Mason-
Di.xon Trail which passes through historic and 
scaric areas of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Delaware. 

New members are wlcome To pin sraid $15 
(which HH;liKies cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

Mason-Dixofl Trail System, toe 
Marv Bleecker 

$ Your 2003 M-DTS membership dues are nmv due $ 

Thereafter, tlic araiftaJ lee is : 
Life membership is available for $250. 
************************************* 

Visit the M-DTS web site at: 

TRAIL BLOCKAGE NORTH OF APOLLO PARK 1 
There is a traii blockage b^\ve«M tbe rocky promontorv', south of Cuff 

Run, and Apollo County Park (Map 4: West to East - Mile 7.6 to 9.7) 
Tliis is a temporary blockage wliile M-DTS negotiate with the new land 
owner (or, i f necessary, relocates the trail). 

TRAIL RELOCATION AND RESTRICTIONS DUE TO 
SECURITY CONCERNS 

1) Relocation at Conowingo dam. (Map 6: West to East: Mile 9.4 -10.2). 
The M-DT now crosses Rte I into the former site of Ccmowmgo Village, 
climbs uphill, curves left, passes a house and water tower then turns right oo 
^oresviUe Rd aod k f t at Shures h^ti^ Rd to reach F i ^ ^ i m ^ ' s Park by 
therww. TteidecairanisnrafSBsi^rtit Haelshzgs.. 

2) Re^riclioas in Peach Sottont smm - bctweai I A J Rd and Bark Rd 
(Matp S: West to East: Mile MS - Mile 26.4). These wsfaingtoirite inthis 
ar^ mu^ caD ahead to^ffg/gttKj^t-S pm weduiays, ^ ^ ^ m j H i 
state tiH» "VTO « 1 1 « there aaKi w nuiiid?w asMl n a n ^ of indiwiuals. Hikers 
must carry piwto ID and may SK stfl|ip«i by ani»d p ja iA or Sate pdice. 

ADOmONALTRAI- MJBRTS (C^Cointy.ND) 
M-BT" at ^tmef C r ^ <Map It Wert t« &afc Mfle 9.2) T t ee m a 

Msms fl» ^ e | A c ^ caHe rfway4* M-DT fiAwws ttioi^ this 
area. It is ce the west side ef the a g ^ aid the ROW there has bea)in«~ 
DvergKy*a wah tKanrfjIes. We ^ a ^ * -walk^ artasnd tte biMiri)tes and ga 
to CTOss jî Jfcv JMx as a mvi J6MM crmsiug fm sbppery mcMs. 

Townhouse developiTOHt near North East Creek (1̂ 1 ap 7 relocatioa: 
West to East: Mile 10.6 to 10.8) The M-DT follows Ae cable ROW 
through the completed parts of tins developmait - a route for the trail was 
included in the plans. Ccmstructi<m is underway oa the last stage of the 
develq)ment - nearer to North East Credc.. Make your way down towards the 
cr^k and pick up the trail agam as it beatk downstr^m akmgthe credc. 

Trail flooded in Elk Neck State Forest: H i ^ water levels plus beaver 
activity have necessitated a l a i ^ y ttetour marked with blue ribbons (Map 8: 
West to East - Mile S.9) 

Access to woods near Elkton (Map 8: East to West: M i k 2.1) TTie route 
for the M-DT from Continental Dr into the woods has b ^ cut off by new 
home develqimait. A new route will be developed from the pcaid M I 
Melbourne BcRilevard. 

TRAIL MAINTAINER NEEDED 
One or two volunteers are nee(fed to maintain the M-DT from the east 

gate of Elk Neck State Forest in Co, MD to the t i ^ of ITOTI Hil l in 
Delaware (Map 8: West to East: Mile 8.2 to 16.0; Map 9: West to East: 
Mile 0.0 to 3.5). 

Please ccmtad: Yvonne Blades at 
for more informatian or to volunteer. 

2 



MINUTES O F THE NOVEMBER 10, 2002 MEMBERS' MEETING 
The meeting took place at the York Hiking Club cabin at Otter Creek following a work party at Apollo Park. 

TTiose present were: president Jim Hooper, secretary Yvonne Blades, treasurer Mary Bleecker and Ron Gray, Joyce 
Miller, Alan, Tunothy and Jesse Roland, and Turner Dardai Lou and Sarah Tateosian, Mark Arbogast and Bemie 
Fnck were present for the work party. 

The minutes of die August 18, 2002 Members' Meeting were approved as circubrted (Gray, Bte«:ker). » 

Treasurer ' s Repor t 
Mary Bleecker presented the treasurer's rqport which covered the period from August 18 to November 9, 2002. 

The income was $90.00 from new memberships, $5.00 from a membership renewal, $48 00 from sale of map/guides, 
$14 00 from sale of patches and $2.99 interest for a total of $159 99. Expaises were: $9.54 for trail maintaiance, 
$25.00 KTA dues and $25 00 dcmatioi to the Caitral Pamsyl\^ia Conservancy, $5 00 rental of YHC cabm, $199 00 
for purdiase of 500 stamped envelopes and $97 44 for the September '02 Newsletter costs for a total of $360 98 The 
balance in the checking account as of November 9, 2002 is $4591.45. 

TraHR^pcMts 
Western Section - W ^ e m Ttrmksm at Whishey Springs to Lock 12 

Coorduator: Ron ̂ '̂'J^ l̂lHmHmUHJil̂ ^ 
• Ron Gray reported fli^ the hhm^ is good b^weai i l ^^^^n te ra i i aus and Gtfibrd Piocfaat Pafk 
• There is a new owos^ of die prq^eity north of ^oBo Fade. He has corapiaksed shoBt ATV use and tiash. The 

Mascsi-Dixcsi Trail is BOW Uocigsd tlieie until Inm an a^peeaat A 
relocation would be a ciwHaig^ invoicing dde hiB cntslnKtim on nxJqr tefsain. 

• A hard workmg crewltodqrwilh naitocks, pidaskiB etc fin^ 
Apollo Park. The new grip IKM*^ was agam piit to good use to nrawe bigp booUas This sectian o f tnuOliad been 
very rocky and hazardous. It K now much unproved. Joyce, Sarah and Yvame chpped and cleared the trail south 
from Wilson R\m to the Safe Harbor dam viempfmt.. 

• Posts are needed to mark tJ^ M-OT tfirot^ the GEadfelter tree ftm*. ^Map 4: W&Ato E ^ : Mite 12.9) 
• The climb to the UreyOwedook still needs w«k. 
• YvCTme Blades reported that theye ts a tree ao^i^ d»e trail j o ^ soodi of the Olter Creek Ouup^twud, and » ^ r a l 

more <xi the secti<m along Fimrace Run. O f ^ w ^ t s sealed 
• The gated roadway the M-DT follows damn hM m SlIaGe (^me Land ISI hss bean BmpfmeA aod the coKerts 

cleared. There is a large tree acr<^ the trail about 15 foet befive tbe jnncticD wUi the bypa^ trail 
• TTie viewing area by FfcAwood Dam has been feotxd off. 
Central Section - Lock 12 to Havre de Grace Coordinator: Pat Wolf 
• Below Bald Hill, a sbtwt relocation is needed to n»ve the trail off privale pnoperty 
• A very tall state pcriice caienunication tower has been pvt. up OD the trail maa Rte 1 at Conomngo. Yveraie has 

blazed a detour route fiM'tte M-DT arcwnd the tower.. 

has put 

Eastern Section - PerryviUe to Eastern Terminos at Chadds Ford Coortfaators: Cedl Co.- Tony BdUiglio 
Chester aad New Castle Co. - Yvonne 1 

• TTie M-DT route throueji Whrtaker Woods devefc^Hnent, (Map 7 Mile 3 8) has \mm Waz 
up signs saying "Foot Traflfc Only" wbere the trail enters Ae woods. 

• Tffliy and Yvonne Blades have diecked and worked on tbe xM-DT from Red Teed Rd di rou^ to the Wmt rtf North 
East. East of Red Toad Rd the M-DT passes throu^ another new devekjpmart called North Wootk wfcere a 
corridor for the trail has been left between two rows of Iwsises Tony and Y^cme cleared away a large t a i ^ of 
trees and vines acn^s die trail j i M east of this (fe^k]paienl: Further alo^g, the ttail vthidi fi^krws the <abte ROW 
was blocked by brambles, fallen trees and a locked gate with "No Tieqpasn^" signs They watf aroiffid the gate 
and crossed Strary Credc co vey slippery rocks The SKtiot bebimi die trailer canqi was traAy and raipi^saDt. 
Toiy improved the blazes at the Rte 272 crossing The trail thai passes throu^ a townhouse development and is 
quite clearly marked m die cc8iq>leted section. FoundatioDS were being put ui for the last stage of devek^ment 
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nearest North East Credc and the eventual route tiie M-DT was not cfcar Tony and Yvome made t f ^ r way 
down to the creek and picked up the M-DT again as it follows the creek downstrram They cleared die trail along 
the creek and freshened blazes. 

• Margit Pruett and her Conservation Corp crew have cleared blow downs on the M-DT in Elk Neck State Forest. 
They have received a grant to work on the stream crossings. There is a beaver probten again on the M-DT in the 
forest. The area was baie dry in August but now tiie original crossing and our first detour rotrte are flpoded. An 
ahemate detour route has been flagged. 

• Taiy and Yvimne explored the area near Grays Hill in Elktcxi for a possible relocation of the M-DT. The trail 
passes througjh nice woods before descending to the fish ponds but new horns constructitm has made access to the 
woods a problem They found a possible route but it involves a stream crossing and a fairly steep descent 

• Work is underway cm the new Cobblestone Recreation Area in Newark (Map 9: West to East, Mile 4.4). The M-DT 
will follow a paved walkway around the west side of the recr^onal fields. 

O t h e r Bi£5iness 
Cecil County, MD: Yvccme Blades visited die Cecil Comity Plaimmg and ^niug Office io Qkton regarding 

problems with new devetopo^t unpacting ti^ M-DT. Antbony DKjiaconno, the principal planner, ^ i d he office 
checks the ADC map of Cecil Co for existing trails before s^roving vsw (kv^apmenL Tbe devdoper has to pixwide a 
route for an existing trail. 

The Grays Hill area, however, is under the City of Elkton jurisdiction. Tbe Directed' of Buildkig aad Zoning in 
Elkton said they do not check for the presence of exKtii^ trads before sqifHOvî  devdopment. He a^ested accessmg 
the Grays Hill area fi"om tte letentioo pcnd on Melbourne Blvd. 

Iron Hill Park, DE - New Castle Ccwnty is dev^riopmg a new master ptan for boa HM Park wd is askng for 
ci t iz^ input. M-DTS has reminded tbe county that the M-DT p a ^ s d iro i^ the paric and provi^n must be made for 
our trail in the master piao. A aap ai the pre^i< raote of die M-DT at die paA has been figcwankd b> Ibe pn^ect's 
landscape architect. Some eekxadoa of die M-DT ipnH be necessary becaose of oonslroctioa of Oe newr hm IfiD 
Museum. 

Information for thost traveling the trail at Peach Bottom. During Emergencies, the power station is required 
to notify transiraits of probtaoB; this is mnmaUy done widi a sirai s ^ l ^ i and dirau^ Emergency Afcat Stations M^ich 
provide information on vAoA actaao Aculd be takm S ig^ infonngog hikefs ci^m system wiH be posted akng the trail. 

Loppers - It was »iggest^ Aat we provide M-DT trail maintaineis wMi Icfpers. Ron Gray recommended 
Fiskar "powergear, bypass" loppers w*icb are l i ^ i twe^i t sod durable Jim Hooper will buy 6 F i ^ r k]pper5 from 
Wal-Mart They cost about $17 00 each. 

Next Meeting - Dite and place to be anncHinced. * * * * * * 
HIKING OPPORTUNITIES 

Brandywine Trail Ead-to-Ead Hike . Saturday. Aprfl 12, 2003 - 36 mfl« in one dav! Hie Wihnkigtai Trail 
Club's 41" aiuiual hdce of die Brandywine Trail starts at tbe Hors^ioe Trail at Ludwigs Comer and ends at 
Brandywine Creek State Park near Wihnington, DE Cort (aKJwi^ bm, food and trad gokie) k $12 for memb^s of 
WTC or CCTC and $14 fu- nonmembers. For a i^gistfatian fixm send a sdf-addressed, stamped envdope to 

I for dedronic '̂ ^̂ |̂|mi||̂ mm^ 
34*̂  Biennial Appa^bian Trafl Coofereace - die hiking evert of die year The ATC confoence wdl be hdd 

in the White Mountains of Mew Hampdure at the Wat«vilie Valley Resort ftom July 25 to August 1,2003. 

Hiking bi tbe Canadiaw Rockies - The Skytine Hikers o f the Canadian Rock^, a nan profit hiking 
organizatirai, will hold five, 6-day canq}s in July ami A c ^ i d 2003. The caiqpsite this ysar is in ̂ i t e Man Pass in 
British Columbia, just west rfthe Continaital Divide and BanfP National Park The a r^ offers a varwty of walks 
and peaks plus trails in the v-alley florar. Tent accommodatiai and meals are provided. A choice of hikes is offered each 
day. For a brochure, call Yvcaine Blades fllHHIIfl^ar emai 
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