MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc

M - DTS N EWS LE"E R August, 1992

M-DTS MEMBER'S MEETING - SEPT. 20, 1992

The next M-DTS members meeting will be held on Sunday, Sept. 20, at the Conowingo Visitor's Center
at 1:30 pm. See map.
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NEW M-DTS MAP-GUIDES AVAILABLE
The new updated map-guides fo the Mason-Dixon Trail are now ovailable. The entire irail is covered by

a set of 10 maps printed on 5 sheeis of waterproof paper that fold fo a 4x10inch format. Each map-set is
enclosed in a plastic ziplock bag. The detailed trail description is prinfed along side each map.

Current members of M-DTS may request a complementary copy of the new map-guide by writing fo:
Mary Bleecker

Non-members may purchase a map-guide for $7.50 which includes the cost of mailing




EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT COMPLETED
Ron Gray reporis that Ryan Bowies has recently completed work on a relocation of the Mason-Dixon
Trail as an Eagle Scout projeci. The relocation, belween Fishing Creek and Green Branch in Pennsyivania,
was necessary because the frail was on private properly without permission; the properly owner had posted the
property and blocked the irail. |i is now on Safe Harbor Water Power Company property with permission. The

relocation, about 2,000 feet in length was mostly on steep side hill. It involved several swiichbacks and abgut a
200 foot elevation change. Thank you Ryan for a job well done.

MINUTES OF MAY 31, 1992 MEMBERS MEETING

The meeting was held at the PA Fish Commission Peach Botiom boat launch parking area following
work hike on the M-DT beilween Peach Botiom and Robinson Run. Members in atiendance were: Turner
Darden, Marie & John Pitlenger, Kay Way, Yvonne Blades, Jack Hill, Jim Hooper, Ken Power, Jim Trautman,
Jim Denny, Bob Bennett, Mathew Todd, Ron Gray, Rick Maerker and Vivian & Warren Davies.

The minutes of the last meeting (Mar.7, 1992) were opproved as circulaied.

Treasurer's Report: Mary Bleecker (in absenfia) submitied the following repori:

Balance Mar. 7, 1992 $3712

Receipis
CD's expired 1063
Dues 569
Sales/Donations 147
Checking inferesi 14
1793

Expenses
Newsieliers - Jan. & April 427
Repay no-inferest loan 350

New map-guides + bags 3168
Donation - DE Open space 50
3995

Bailance May 26, 1992 $1510

Notes: 200 newsletiers prinfed each fime - 180 mailed inifially
35 members have requested (and been sent) map-guides
10 map-guides “sold" o PATC but no money yel
8 new members and 32 renewals since the last meefing

There was a discussion on refailing the new M-DTS map-guides. i members know of places such as
ouidoor equipment siores that may be interested in selling the guides, (10 or more gukies are availabie io
wholesalers at $6 each), please nofify the freasurer. Another nofice about fhe availability of the new guides will
be put in the next newslefier.

Yvonne Blades is preparing a new directory of M-DTS members and had compiled a list of those on our
current rolls who have not paid 1992 dues. It was decided fo send a final dues notice fo those on the list who
had given past financial support and o delete those whose siafus was unknown.

Trail Reports:
Eastem Section - Tumer Darden reports the trail is OK as far as he knows.
» Warren Davies said that the White Clay Creek Preserve (Delaware section) wanis us fo paint M-DT blazes on
carsonite posts. Posts have been placed by Preserve personnel on part of the irail. Ron Gray wondered how
well the posts will stand up fo abuse.
« At Somerset Lake, development was going on and signs were down. Ask the Rands to look inio this.

Central Section - Yvonne Blades reporis that Susquehanna State Park personnel had cleared the area ot the
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corner of Lapidum Rd & Stafford Rd (near where the M-DT climbs the hill heading north). They plan "lo make a
nice entrance there for the M-DT with a sign.”

Kay Way gave reports from the other maintainers:
¢ Dave Linthicum will be clearing his section June 6ih, he has put up some aliraciive signs with a figure of a
hiker.
« Ted Brower, Kay Way, Rick Maerker, Yvonne Blades and Damon Lear had scouted between Broad Creek and
Michaels Run for possible trail relocations. ’
* Another maintainer is needed to take parl of Duane Hyson's section. Jack Hill expressed interest.
« Richard Yost has back problems and was unable fo work on his secfion from Muddy Creek fo Lock 12. (After
the meeting, a work party led by Ron Gray cut back brush, cleared up blowdowns and redid the blazes on
Peavine Island in this section)

Rick Maerker reported on a phone conversation with Rodney Stark of Philadelphia Electric Co. :
« Conowingo o Hopkins Cove - siill waiting for plans by developer but there is fo be a right-of-way left by the
river for the M-DT.
« Line Bridge Rd o Peach Boliom - PECO owns only about 200 feet back from the river and much of it is very
sleep.
= May be possibility 1o get trail off Lay Rd.
« North side of Muddy Creek - land dispute unresolved; bridge across creek does notf show on property map.
= Would like us to investigate exiending trail along river between Peavine Island io PA Fish Commission Boat
Launch to avoid River Rd - would have fo siay above cotiages.

Westem Secfion - Ron Gray reporis the irail is in good shape. Some bilazing has been done. A Boy Scout has
been lined up for the irail relocation south of Fishing Creek.

Christina Greenway: Bob Bennett outlined a possible reroufing of the M-DT along the northern part of
Christina Creek fo avoid the B&O railway fracks in Newark, DE. The irail would pass through the proposed
Christina Greenway. There are exisfing froils on both sides of the creek through fhe developmenis of
Christianstead and West Branch but some landowners, although their properly is deed resiricied fo allow public
access along designaied irails, are irying fo close the trails. The City Council of Newark supporis a irail sysiem
in the Greenway and appointed a commitiee fo investigate ways to resolve the issue and address the land
owners' concerns. The Commitiee {(which included Bob) recommended eliminating the trail on one side of the
creek and downsizing the other existing trail. The Mason-Dixon Trail Sysiem has volunieered iis services for
any construction and maintenance. The City Council will consider the repori and, if approved, will submit it fo
the communities involved for a vole.

Bob urged the M-DTS to support and promote the Christina Creek Greenway as a natural area with
conirolled and unobtrusive public access whether or not we reroute the M-DT through this part of the
Greenway.

Other Business:
» Vivian & Warren Davies reported on a recent meeting including state, county and fownship represeniaiives of
Maryland, Pennsylvania and Delaware fo discuss a greenway connecting Fair Hill Natural Resources Area,
White Clay Creek Preserve and Middle Run Natural Area. I was a brain siorming session with number of
possibilities of conneclions discussed.
+ Ron Gray expressed concem that the donation for open space (DE) noted in the treasurer's repor, if used for
lobbying, might jeopordize the M-DTS tax exempt siatus and questioned why it was not brought up at a M-DTS
meeting for approval. Marie Pitienger explained that the need for the money came at short nofice and Rick
Maerker said that board members had been contacted by phone for their approval. Warren Davies said that
according fo tax regulations, organizations classed as 501-C are allowed "insubstantial lobbying.” Ron Gray
moved "reaffirm that any donafions should come before a regular meeting or, if that is not possible, before the
board for approval.” Seconded by Rick Maerker. Poinis made in the discussion were: policy should be
determined at regular meeting so direciors can act on it; regular donations (i.e. donalion o ATC) should come
up every year for approval at a meeting; requesis for donations that can not be held for a regular meeting will be
decided by a phone vote of the board. The mofion was camed.
» Relocation of M-DT south of Lapidum Rd: Yvonne Blades reported the route would follow an abandoned RR
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bed but @ major problem is crossing o fidal siream about 60° wide. The RR bridge has collopsed. She reporied
that Chris Buriey of Susquehanna State Park would like fo see a bridge buili there, esfimaies a cost of about
$5000 and could provide volunieer labor but not maierials.

* M-DT ot Chadds Ford: Rick Maerker reported that a section of the relocation of the M-DT onio the Haskell
properly has been challenged by the Brandywine Conservancy. Apparently the firsi 1/4 mile south of the
Village Shops is on Conservancy land. Rick wrofe io the Conservancy fo explain the misunderstanding und
apologize for not confacfing them. He has had no reply.
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Next Meeling: Sepi. 20, 1892

RAMBLINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT

I've just returned from the Dick Tobius "dream” hike—a 380-mile loop that fook me over the northem
two-thirds of the Brandywine Trail, the westem 110 miles of the Horseshoe Trail, a 50-mile section of the
Appalachian Trail (from Clarks Valley through Duncannon, the Cumberiand Valley and Boiling Springs, io
Whiskey Springs), and fhe entire lengih of the Mason-Dixon Trail. And you know whai? We have every reason
fo be jusiifiably proud of oll 187 miles of our Mason-Dixon Trall. The mainfaining efiori and the blazing was/is
superb. Even | didn't gel lost! (Except a couple of fimes, but nof seriously).

The fact is that we have a bonafide hiking frail that anyone could follow for 187 consecuiive miles.
True, some paris are rugged, and nearly a third of if is on roads, but it's out there, it exisis, and we are all fo be
congratulated for making our volunteer efiori o keep it open for anyone who wanis o enjoy any part of if.

Along the woy | med of leasi o hali dozen people who want o receive o mop and guide for the Wrail,
three or four of whom wouid like o join M-DTS. Many were fhe poirs of mised eyebrows of properly owners
informed that they were special because fhey were "privileged” fo have a hiking rail going right by their
properly. And at least iwo ploces want fo sell our map/guide fo peopie who come in o inquire about those "blue
paint biazes" on the irees and felephone poles. And so if was a good hike from a publicity/public relafions
standpoint, too.

Let me take you on an armchair hike of the irail from wesi fo east. 1 fook me 70 hours of hiking fo do
the 187 miles over a period of 8 hiking days, but we will cover the distance in much less fime and efiort.

The westernmost seciion from Whiskey Springs (af the Appalachian Trail) fo the Susquehanna River at
Wago Junction is all along back country roads (excepi for the seven-mile secfion through Pinchot Siate Park),
but the sights are interesting--some new houses in the woods, some beaufiful farms, some Siale Game Lands
woods. Louise Sis and Fred Fox have done a persisient job in mainiaining ihe blozes olong the roodwaoys. Jim
Trautman, with help from Dan Schaefier, has provided a nice irek fhrough the wesiem end on Pinchol Siate
Park.

After reaching the Susquehanna, the trail goes along a two-mile, spooky section of gravel road between
a river channel (appropriately called Black Gut) and some railroad fracks. One feels more comfortable when the
trail veers away from the river a bit, onto the west side of the raiiroad tracks along a paved road at track level
and passing through the little village of Saginaw. After another two miles along the tracks, the irail goes farther
away from the river io cross Codorus Creek on a road bridge.

Next the irail climbs up high for a while through a nice wooded area known as River Farm before
heading downriver, descending lo River Road by some interesting cotiages in full view of the Susquehanna.
Staying along the river, one eventually walks under Route 30 and through Wrighisville. South of Wrighisville
the irail stays on roads and goes through some rolling hills and horse couniry with some beautiful, long-distance
views of the Susquehanna valley. The trail gets back along the river through Long Level and the picluresque
yacht basins and marinas. )

After crossing Fishing Creek hiking on woods frails begins in eamest for a good porlion of the nexi 50
miles. Climbing up sfeeply fo the crest of the escarpment along the river is fough, and then the inil stays along
the ridge for a while. Congratulatfions fo boy scout Ryan Bowies and his crew for the fremendous effort in
relocating the irail off of private land for a 2000 foot sirefch that they "maddocked” info the side of the ridge.
This was Ryan's Eagle Scout project. Nice job, Ryan, and we thank you.

After crossing Green Branch, one follows a mile sireich over rocks that has fo be the mosi rugged
secinon of the entire trail. What a relief to reach Cuff's Run (and the end of the rocks) at last. (My trip was even
more freacherous because a steady rain made the rocks as slick as ice and covered my glasses with sploiches
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of water--but | survived, even the scare from the six-fool long bilack snake that dived for cover when | came
along. | wonder how many raftlesnakes and copperheads | walked by unknowingly?)

Nexi comes several miles of pretty wooded environs, first along the crest of the Susquehanna and then
info Apolio County Park, descending fo the bank of little Wilson Run. Similar ups and downs take one across
Boyd's Run and along Ofter Creek before climbing up fo the Urey Overlook, providing a breathtaking panorama
up and down the Susquehanna. .

The frail passes right through PP&L's Otter Creek Campground and down and across scenic Sawrhill
Run. Then it's back on roads for a couple of miles untii turning info Siate Game Land #181. The irail descends
fo Oakiand Run and follows this stream to the Susquehanna through one of the most scenic sirefches of the
M-DT. Then the irail tums downriver fowards Lock 12, bui not before climbing up fo another overlook on the
crest that provides a great view of Holtwood Dam and salient parts of the Conesioga Trail across the river
(Holiwood Overlook and the Pinnacle). The trail af Lock 12 is attractive because of the good work that PP&L
has done on restoring this historic area. | took a side trail about a quarter of a mile up to the only shelter on the
M-DT--a diri-covered-with-shingles floored siruciure that could accommodate about four or five people. The
boy scouts built it under the auspices of PP&L. A nice iouch, actually.

Continuingdo\umiver,ihelmilpassesunderheNommWoodBrtlg(PARtS?Z),pmiLod(13,cnd
out onto Peavine Isiand in the Susquehanna. Next one follows roads fo ovoid Mr. Wylie's property undil .
descendingogoinfoMsddyCreekvmerelheimisndcmiswybmkbﬁleSusmdnmﬂmwMuddy
Creekgorge.Themimbyaﬂngmddmgtnj:auntymodsmﬂevemﬂyreochhgmemd
PECo's Peach Bottom Atomic Energy plant. Moremaiwulthgihruzgrbaauﬁdhnlundsevenmdlykicas
one across the official Mason-Dixon line into Maryland. A welcome one-mile sireich through the wooded area
of Broad Creek Memorial Scout Reservatiion brings one out o Broad Creek. Continuing downriver through
woods,onemssesﬂwanCmeMminandepkisOmm,mdmnhﬂymﬂnComﬁngoDmnd
RT 1.

Across Ri.1ﬂnmiuxﬂhuessanhdmgﬂemer.mshgﬂe0euﬁeekmbgenwﬂmbuvi\g
the riverside to follow a nice route through Susquehanna State Park. Then some road walking for a few miles
as the trail heads towards Havre de Grace. ﬂnesteepdescetﬂovwhugebuﬂetsblheriverpalhisdmysu
challenge and ihen one walks along the river's edge through an increasingly more beautiful section of woods fo
a marine park in Havre de Grace. AcallbthebridgepoiceﬁomMcDonold’sbtilgsopoimIcorlolenyone
across the Rt. 40 bridge over the Susquehanna.

Nextblbwssemdnﬂesdrdtoajvmlﬁugaﬂlmﬁvenﬂashm@omodedmdmgm
underground telephone coble swath. AlonepoimmereisoticemicovelhokﬁunFoy'sHilwihagood
view of the upper pari of the Chesapeake Bay. Finally the inoil goes through the fown of North East and enlers
ElkNeckStoteFomslﬁxmei@kmiestmﬁﬂﬂfedwesubeavadununsiq(uwé-bﬁedamﬁgh
my case due o recent rains). After the forest there are several miles or road walking fo get fo and through
Elkton.

AﬂerElkionihehnigowthmughawoodedsecﬁonupmdoveersziwhere,unforhmuiely,anew
housing development is cutfing info our frail. Crossing the siale line into Deloware, the irail follows power line
righi-of-ways and goes through woods and fields fo reach ron Hill Park. After iraversing the park, the inail
crosses |-95 and snakes along the bank of the Christina River for about five miles. Then if's iwo miles along
railroad fracks into Newark. GohgnoﬂhouiomekononicemodobngWhileryCreek,oneevenhnly
reomes'heWhiteCloykaPr&senreondfolbussormdhehdbofﬂnepvwewefaivemils,u%g
inio Pennsyivania. mmmmmmmm,mmmueemmﬁm
developmenlofSometsetLdte.SﬁﬁPa’kondfhdmiudeorldm,adbymoﬂhewcsim&sdongme
curved border beiween Delaware and Pennsylvania. Eveniually the irail crosses RI. 52 and finishes up ils
eostemnmstfewmihsdmgﬂte&uMyMnehmu@ﬂepmpedydbmmWinhgbnmyor,HalHlsltel.cmd
the Brandywine Conservancy, reaching its easiern ferminus in Chadds Ford at the railroad fracks just south of
Rt. 1.

Whew! A long hike? Yes, but worth every siep. Whai a beautiful irail we have, worth every minute of
effort each of us can confinue fo give to keep it open. But don'i just experience the irail vicariously. Go out and
hike parts of it. I'm sure you'll enjoy it as much as | do.

- lflhwen?si@edyouuﬂosamohtdnerbrdyourgoodmﬂgpbosedonﬂedsighbd. There are
justfoo many to recognize. It make a report fo the three mainfenance coordinaiors (Kay Way, Turner Darden
and Ron Gray) and let them communicate individually with each of you maintainers. But thanks once again fo
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all of you who give freely of your time fo cut back encroaching plants and slicker bushes, refresh the paint
blazes, and scout for possible relocations fo get the irail off of hardiop roads and onio wooded frails. Your efiori
is much appreciated by all of us. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Sincerely

Rick Maerker
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Ronald R. Grai




