
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLEHER August, 1992 

at 1:30 pm. See map. 

M-DTS MEMBERS MEETING - SEPT. 20, 1992 

The next M-DTS members meeting will be held on Sunday, Sept. 20, at the Conowingo Visitor's Center 

^iR£CTio» »5 TO ?tCQ\O 

NEW M-DTS MAP-GUIDES AVAILABLE 
The new updated mop-guKles to the Moson-Oixon Trail are now avaikable. The entire tnail is coxrered by 

a set ot 10 maps printed on 5 sheets of waterproot paper that fold to a 4x1 Oindi fomKif. Each map-set is 
enclosKi in a plastic ziplock bag. The detailed trail d e ^ p t i o n is printKJ ak>ng ade each map. 

Current members of M-DTS may request q complementory copy of the new map-guide by writing to: 
Mary Bleecker 

hkm-members may purchase a map-guide for $7.50 which includes the cost of mailing. 



EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT COMPLETED 
Ron Gray reports ttrat Ryan Bowles has recently completed work on a rekxxrfk>n ot the Mason-Dixon 

Troll as on Eagle Saiut pnoject. The reiocatton, between Fishing Creek and Green Branch in Pennsylvania, 
was necessary becxjuse the trail was on private property without permission; the property owner h<KJ posted the 
property and bbcked the trail It is now on Sate Harlx>r Water Power Company property with permtssbn. The 
relocation, about 2,OCX) teet in length was mostly on s t e ^ side hill. It involved several switchbacks and abQUi a 
200 tool elevation change. Thank you Ryan for a jc* well done. 

MINUTES OF MAY 3 1 , 1992 MEMBERS MEETING 
The meeting was heW at the PA Rsh Commission Peach Bottom boat iounch fxirking a r ^ fotowing a 

work hike on the M-DT behween Peach Bottom and Rt^snson Run. Men'^sers in attendance were: Turner 
Datden, Marie & John Pittenger, Kay Way, Yvonne Bkides, Jack Hill, Jim Hooper, Ken Power, Jim Trautman, 
Jim Denny, Bob Bennett, Mothew Todd, Ron Gray. Rk* Moerker and Vivkin & Wanen Davies. 

The minutes ot the kjst meeting (Mar.7,1992) w&e c^^oved as c i rcu i ted . 

Treasurer's Re^sortr ktary Bteedcer (In crt^nfto) submiffed the fatommg r^xirt : 
Batance Mar. 7,1992 $3712 
Receipts 

CD's expired 1063 
Dues 569 
Sales/Donatbns 147 
Checking interest 14 

1793 
E)?>enses 

Newstetters - Jan. & Afail 427 
Repay no-interest kxm 350 
New mop-guides + txigs 3168 
DcH»ot»n - DE Open space 50 

^ 9 5 
B a k M w e ^ 2 6 , 1 9 9 2 $1510 

Notes: 200 n e w ^ t t e r s prnited eocAi time - 186 msied iniikily 
35 members have requested (and been sent) map-guides 
10 nKp-guides "soWT to PATC but no money yet 
8 new members ond 32 renewals since the lost meeting 

Tliere was o di^xission on retailing the new M-DTS map-guktes. If monbers knom of pkK^ a n * os 
outdoor equipment sfcsfBS that mof be intOT^ted m seilmg the gwcies. {10 cr more pades are amMUe to 
wholesalers at $6 each), p l e a ^ notify fhe treasurer. Another nofk* afacxif fhe ovaitabBrfy of fhe new guides mil 
be put in the next newsletter. 

Yvcwine Blades is preparing a new directory of M-DTS members and hcKi compiled a list ot those on our 
current rolls who hove not pakl 1992 dues. It was decided to send a final dues n o t k » to those on the list ^ o 
had given past financial support arKi to delete those whose status wras unknown. 

Trcril Reports: 
Ec^tem Section - Turner Darden r ^ o r t s the trail is OK as far as he krrows. 
• Warren Davies said that fhe White Ctay Creek Preserve (Detawrare serffon) wffiints us to paint M-DT blazes on 
carsanite posts. Posts have b e ^ placKl by Preserve personnel on port of ttie tra8. Ron Gray wondered how 
well the posts will stand up to abuse. 

• At Somerset Lake, development was going on arid signs were down. Ask ttie Rands to taok into this. 

Centred Section - Yvonne Bkides reports that Susquehanna State Park personnel had cleared the area at the 
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cxxner of Lapidum Rd & Stafford Rd (near wtiere ttie M-DT climbs ttie tiill treading nortti). Tfiey plan "to make a 
nice entrance there for the M-DT with a sign." 

Kay Way gave reports from the other maintoiners: 
• Dove LinthKum will be clearing his section June 6th, he has put up some attroctive signs with a figure of a 
hiker. 
• Ted Brower, Kay Way, Rk;k Maerker, Yvonne Blades and Damon Lear had scouted t^tween Broad Creek and 
Michaels Run ior possible trail relocofbns. 
• Another mointoiner is needed to take port of Duane H^on's section. Jack Hill expressed interest. 
• Rkihard Yost has bCK* problems and was unable to work on his sectbn fre>m Muddy Creek to Lock 12. (After 
the meeting, a work party led by Ron Gray cut bock brush, cleared up bkjwctowrjs and redid the blazes on 
Peavine Island in this section) 

Rick Maerker reported on a phone conversotkjn with Rodney Stark of PhikxJelphki Electric Co . : 
• Conowingo to Hopkins Cove - still waiting for ptans by devekjper but there is to t)e a right-of-way left by the 
river for the M-DT. 
• Line Bridge Rd to Peach Bottom - PECO owns only tAouf 200 feet back from the river and much of it is very 
steep. 
• Moy be posablllty to get frail off Lay Rd. 
• North side ot Muddy Creek - land dispute unresolved; brkJge across creek does not show on property map. 
• Woufci like us to investigate extending trail obng river between Peavine Island to PA Fish Commissk>n Boat 
Launch to avoid River Rd - wouW hove to stay above cottages. 

Western Section - Rc^ Gray reports fhe trail is in good shope. Some blozing has been done. A Boy Scout has 
been lined up for the trail relocatk)n south of Fishing Creek. 

Ctwistina Greenwraiy: Bob Bennett outlined a possible rerouting of the M-DT akxig the northern part of 
Christina Creek to avcwj the B&O railway tracks in Nework, DE. The trati woukl pass t i i o u ^ ttie prc^xtsed 
Christina Green way. Ttiere ore e x ^ n g hails on both sides of the c r e ^ Enough the devi^a|xnents of 
Christkansteod and West Branch but some tandovmers, offftough their properiy is deed restricted to o low puWk; 
access atong designated trails, are trying to ckjse the trails. The City Council of Newark supports a trail system 
in the Greenway and appointed a committee to investt^te ways to resolve fhe issue and cddress the kind 
owners' concerns. The Committee (whbh included Bcb) recommended eliminating the trail on one side of fhe 
creek and downsizing the other existing trail. The McKon-Dixon Trail System bos vohjnteered its servbes tor 
any constructbn and maintenance. The City Council will c»nskier the report ond, if t^DproveJ, will submit it to 
the communities involved for a vote. 

Bob urged the M-DTS to support and promote the Christina Creek Greenwoy as a natural area with 
controlled and unobtojsive pubib access whether or not we reroute the M-DT through this part of the 
Greenway. 

Ottter Business: 
• Vivian & Warren D o v i ^ reported on a recent meeting inciixiing state, county and tcmmship r^resentatives of 
Marykmd, Pennsytvanb ond Delaware to discuss a greenway connecting Fair Hill hkitural Resources Area, 
White Ctay Creek Preserve and Mbdie Run Natural Area. It was a brain storming sessbn with number of 
possibilities of connectrcais d i « :ussed. 
• Ron Gray expressed concern that the donafbn for open space (DE) noted In the treasurer's report, if used for 
tobbying, might jeopordize the M-DTS tax exempt status and questkjned why it wos not tM-ought up at a M-DTS 
meeting tor approval Marie Pittenger explained that the need for the money came at short notice and Rbk 
Maerker said that boattJ memliers had been contacted by pshone for their approval. Worren Dovies sakj that 
according to tax regukitbns, organizations cbssed as 501-C are albwed "insubstantbl fc*)bying." Ron Gray 
moved "reaffirm that any donatbns shoukj come before a regutar meeting or, if ttrat is not possit)le, before fhe 
board tor approval." Seconded by Rbk Maerker. Pcmts macte in the discussbn were: p d b y should be 
determined at regutar meeting so directors con act cm it; regukir donatkms (i.e. donoNon to ATC) stKMJkJ come 
up every year for approval of a meeting; requests for donations Ifiot can rtot be held for a regutar meeting w 9 be 
decided by a phone vote of fhe board. The moticxi was carried. 
• Refocafion of M-DT south of LapkJum Rd: Yvonne Btades reported fhe route woukj foltow an otoandoned RR 
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bed but o maf(x probiem is c i o ^ t n g a tidci streon crixxil 60' wide. The RR bridge has ooHopsed. She r^xirted 
ffwt C^ris Burtey of Susquehanna State Park wouW like to see a bridge built there, estimates a cost of about 
$5000 and couW provkle volunteer tabor but not materials. 
• M-DT at Chodds Fond: Rrck Moerker reported that a secttan ot the refocafion of the M-DT onto the Haskell 
property has been challenged by the Brandywine Corjservancy. Apparently ttie first 1/4 mile south of the 
Viltage Shops is on Conservancy tand. Rck wrote to ttie Consenrancy to expknn the misunderstanding and 
apotagize tor not contacting them. He has had no reprfy. 

Next Meet ing: Sept 20,1992 

RAMBUNGS WITH THE PRESIDENT 
I've just refumed from the Dick Tobius "dream* h ike -o 380-mile toop ttrat took me over fhe norfhem 

hwo-tiirds of the &andywine Trail, the western 110 miles of the Horseshoe Traffl, a 50-mile secttan of the 
Appcrioctiion Trail {from Claries Valley through Duncannon, ttie Cumberkmd VaNey and Boiling Sf^ngs, to 
VUtiiskey Spr ing) , and fhe entire tength of the Mason-Dixon Troit. And you ionow what? We have every reason 
to be justifksbiy ! » o u d erf <M 187 m i l ^ of our Moson-Dixon Trai . Ttie mointcHrw^ ^ f o r l and the btazing was/is 
superb. Even 1 didn't get k>st! (Except a couple of tknes, t)ut not seriously). 

The fact is that we hove a txanafide hiking trail that anyone could foltaw for 187 consecutive miles. 
Tnje, some parts ore rugged, and neariy a third of if b on roods, but i fs out Wters, d exists, and we are ail to be 
ccmgratutated for making our wlunteer effort to keep it open for anyone wtio wmis to enjoy any part of it. 

Afong ttie way b met oi ieosi a hoH 6o2s^i peqple wtio 
three or four ot whom vouidHae Id join M O T S . I t a l y were tepolR of idaed^ftibnaws of p i ^ ^ 
informed that they were specnfbecxRise ttiey "jpfi^^ 
fxoperty. And at least h » p k x : ^ want to seV our imp^guide lo people who come in ^ 
point btazes' on the trees a m i fe^ptftone poles. And so i was a good tilce Irxb a pubiaty/|xi t^ rekdiaRS 
standpoint, too. 

Let me take you on on arrrrcharr hike of f t e fcoil fcom west to eost. It took me 70 hows erf hieing lb do 
the 187 miles over o pertad of 8 hiking days, but we wiR cover the distance in much less time and effort. 

The westernnKKt sectkw from Whskey Springs (of ttie Appokichtan Trail) to the Susquehanna River of 
Wago Junction is all otong txick country roods (e}K»pt f w the seven-mile sectnn ttwough Pinchot State Parte), 
iHif fhe sights are interesting-sonte new houses in the woods, some beautiful forms, some State Game Lands 
woods. Louise Sis and Fred Fox hove cfone o petsislent job in maintaining itte bkxzes eitang the roodwoys. dm 
Trautman, with he^3 from Dan Se^K»effer, has providsJ a nice frsk t h r o u ^ the w ^ t e m end on PmctKjf Strte 
PiHk. 

After reex^ing fhe Susquehanna, the frail goes otong a two-mile, spex>ky secfkxi of gravel road between 
a river channel (appropriately called Block Gut) and a x n e roilroccl tracks. One feels more comfortejtjie when the 
frail veers away from the river a bit, onto the west skle of fhe roilrtxxJ tracks a k ^ g a paved rcxad a! track level 
and passing through the little viltage of Saginaw. After another \wo miles along the tracks, the trail goes farther 
away fre>m the river to cross Codonis Creek on a road t)ridge. 

Next the trail climbs up high for a while through a nice wooded area known as River Farm befesre 
heading ctownriver, dese»nding to River Rexid by some interesting cottejges in full view of the Susc^ehonna. 
Staying atong fhe river, one eventually walks under Route 30 and through Wr^hts\^le. South of Wrightsville 
the trail s t a ^ on roads and goes through some rolling hills and horse country with some beautiful, long-distance 
vievirs of ttie Susquehanna valley. The trail gets bae* otong the river through Long Level and the pcfuresque 
yacht basins and marinas. 

After crossing Fishmg Creek hiking on woods trafe t>egins m ecvnest fe»^a good portiewi of ttie next 50 
mfles. Climbing up s f e ^ t y to ttie crest of the esccrif^nent criong the river is ftxigh, and then fhe trail stoys along 
the ridge for a while. Congratulations to boy scout Ryan Bowles and his crew tor fhe fremenctous effort in 
rekxxiting fhe trail off of (Mivate tand for a 2000 foot streteh theit they "macktot^ed' into the side of the ridge. 
This was Ryan's Eagle Sexxjt p«:^ect. Nbe job, Ryan, and we thank you. 

After crossing Green Branch, one foltaw^ a mile stretch over rocks ttiat tic© to be the most rugged 
sectkxi of the entire trail. Whert a relief to reach Cuffs Run (and fhe end of the rodcs) of tast. (My trip was even 
more freacherous beexiuse a steady rain mode the rocks as sfick as tae and covered my gtasses witti sptotches 
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of wafer-but I survived, even the score from the six-fool long block sndke thai cfived for cover when I come 
akmg, I wander how many rattlesnakes and copperheads I walked by u n k n o ^ ^ y ? ) 

Next comes several miles of pretty wooded environs, first otong the crest of fhe Susquehanna and then 
into Apollo County Pork, descending to the bonk of littte Wilson Run. Simitor ups and downs take one across 
Boyd's Run and along Offer Creek before climbing up to the Urey Overkxik, provkfing a breofhtoking panorama 
up and down the Susquehanna. 

The trail passes right through PP&L's Otter Creek Campground and down ond across scene SawrniB 
Run. Then ifs txxk on roads for a couple of miles until fuming into State Gome Land #181. The trail descends 
to Ooldartd Run and follows this stream to the Susquehanna through one of ttie most scenb stretches of the 
M-DT. Then fhe trail turns downriver towards Lock 12, but not before climbing up to another overtook on the 
crest that provkJ^ a great \riew ot Holtwood Dam and salient parts of the Ccm^toga Trail across the river 
(HoBwood Overtook and fhe Pinnacle). The troil ot Lock 12 is attractive because of fhe good work that PP&L 
has done on restoring this historic area. I took a skie trail about a quarter of a mite up to the only shelter on the 
M-DT~a dirt-covered-with-shingles ftoored structure ttxrt could accommodate c ^ u t four or five people. The 
boy scouts built it under fhe auspices of PP&L. A nbe touch, actually. 

Continuing downriver, the trail peases under the Normon Wood Bridge (PA Rt. 372). post Lock 13, orKj 
out onto Peavine Iskxid in the Sustyjehonno. Next one inlaws Kxids to avoid Mr. Wyiie's fHoperly urriH . 
descending again to MiKJdy Oeek where the trod snoites its way back to ttie Susquetionna ttwougli Muddy 
Creek gorge. The t ro i posses by coftoges cmd otong beck country roods unii eveiriualy reaching itie oreoof 
PECo's Peach Bottom Aknac E n ^ g y pkjnt. More rood HKdang ttirough b e a u ^ familonds evenhxdy UkBB 
one across the offbkii Mason-Dixon ine into Moiytand. A wetoome one-mile ^ e l c h ttnough the wooded oreo 
of Brood Creek Memorial SccKif ReservatkHi bmgs one out to Brood Qmtinuing dom\m& t h i o u ^ 
woods, one passes the Glen Cove Marina and Hopians Cove, cmd eventuoly leocties the Conowtogo Dam at 
R T 1 . 

Acrass Rt 1 ftie tiai continues south cdijng ttie river, froveising me Deer Creek bridge cmd 
the riverside to tolbw a nbe route t i r o u ^ Susquehoreia SkOe Pork. Then some road wottcmg tor o tew m ies 
OS the trail heads towoids Havre de Groce. Ttie steep descent o i ^ huge tioukiers to the river path is always o 
challenge and then one woHcs otong fhe river's e : ^ through on im r̂BOSingly mote beoui^l sectton ot woods to 
a marine park in Havre de Groce. A coll to the bridge police from McDonakfs brings a patrol cor to fenry one 
across fhe Rt. 40 bridge over the Susquehanna. 

Next folbws several mies of nakoad woidng and tien five mUes Itwough a wooded area otong on 
underground telephone coble swath. At cme pomt ttiere is a f w » scene owerkxik from Foy% l-M 
view of the upper port of ttie Chesapeake Bay. Rnaiy the trail goes through ttie town of North East and enters 
Elk Neck State Forest ior on ^ghf-mfie stretch that feortures a b e o i ^ dam crossing ( a wet-tooled crossing to 
my case due to recent rains). After the forest there are several miles or rood vwdking to get to and through 
Elkton. 

After Elkton the trail ^ s through a wooded sectton up and over Gray^ Hfl wtiere, untortunotoly, a new 
housing development is cutting into our trail. Crossing ttie stote line into Detowore. t ie traS toHows power fine 
right-of-vrays and goes ttuough woocfe and fiekfe to reach bon hfiH Park. After htivorsjng ttie park, fhe Inai 
crosses 1-95 and sncricesatorig Itie bonk of ttie Christina River for ctoutfwendes. Then ifs two rmles along 
railroad tracks into Newaric. Going north out of Newark on o nbe rood otong Wtite Ckiy Creek, one eventuoly 
reaches the White Ctay Creek Preserve and foltows some of ttie ttoils of the preserve for five miles, crossing 
into Pennsylvania. Continuing north otong bock county roads ogran. one passes ttuough ttie exctosi^^ housng 
deveiq3n%nt of S o m e r ^ Lake, Svnfl Poric and ttockessin and Yoridyn. and by one erf the ore stones otong ttie 
curved border tjehween Dekiware and PennsylvoBito. Eventuoly the trcS crosses Rt. 52 and finishes ils 
easternmost few mites eriong ttie Brandywine t h r o u ^ ffie property of former Wbnington mayor, Hal Hoskel, and 
the Brandywine Conserwoncy, reaching its eastern termmus in Chodds Ford at ttie railroad tracks just soutti of 
Rt. 1 

Whew! A tong hike? Yes, but worth every step. What o beautiful frail we have, worth every minute of 
effort each of us con continue to give to keep it oper\. But don't just experience the trail vboriously. Go out and 
hike parts of it I'm sure you'i wijoy it as much as I do. 

If I haveni singled you out as a nrrainfainw tor oil your good work, please donf feel siighfed. Ttiere ore 
jusftoo many to recognize, fit make a report to ffie three mainfenance cooniinators (Kay Way, Tumer Darden 
and Ron Gray) and let them communicxite individually with each of you maintoiners. But thanks once again to 
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ail of you who give freely of your time to cut back etTcroactiing ptants and sticker busttes, r e t r e ^ the paint 
blazes, and scout for possible retocations to get the trail off of honjtop roads and onto wooded trails. Your effort 
is much appreciated by all of us. Thank you. thank you, thank you. 

Sincerely 

Rick Mc^fker 

R o n a l d R. G r a 


