
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

M-DTS NEWSLETTER January. 1998 

M-DTS WORK PARTY -10 :00 a.m., Sunday, March 1 
M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING • 1:30 p.m., Sunday, March 1 

For both the work party and members'' aMCtiiig, meet in Havre dt Grace in the parking tot 
on Conesteo Street near ^e Sasquehanna M a s o n (see map and detailHl directions bc^Bw) The 
meeting wiii be held in the intutcxmi. a fonr.er iockhcjse 

We will work on the M-DT north from Havre de Giace- on the retocatkm on the old railroad bed 
and on the existing trail to Arundel Quany Work to be done indudes dealing &Qa(i trees, bnish. briars, 
vines etc, grubbing roots, panting blazes. EquqmKK needed indudes diain saws, snail saws, Icpper ,̂ 
brush cutters, clippere, grub hoes, paint s«-iip aid brijff proof gloves and dothii^. Bring tunch and water 

Directions: 
From U.S. Route 40: In Havre de Grace, turn east off U S Route 40 at MacDooaldK i m u n a n i onto Ontark» Street .Alter 
one block, turn left on J u n i ^ Street- You wil l note the M-DTfafaie faiazes. FoOow tbe Uazes Go one block and ium r i ^ 
onErieStreet Then go two Uodu to Conesteo Street and torn telt. WewiUmed intleinildngareaat dieendaf IbestieeL 
A park and playground are to the IdL the ixkk building over to the tight is die Snsqnrhamia Museum 

From 1-95: Exit at the Ha\Te <fc Grace interchange onto 155 sauth. Stav on 155 imo Havve de Grace. Do not tura l i ^ after 
the railway underpass but continue siraiglit ateid - the road passes under Rte 40. Totn omo Juniata Street, then ieft cm 
ErieStreet Go two blocis to Cooaraieo Street and turn Idt We will meet in Ike padDngaiea at the end of the street 



SS 1998 M-DTS MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE S$ 
Your 1998 Mason-Dixon Trail System Inc. membership dues are now due. The 1998 dues 

form is included m this mailing. An addressed, return aivelc^e is also included for your caiveniaice. 
We hope you w i l l continue to support M-DTS. , 

THE A/EW MASON-DIXON TRAIL MAPS ARE HERE 
The elegant, new. complrtely revised, set of 10 maps covering the entire 190-mile Mason-Dixon Trail is now 

available The 2 color maps, printed cm waterproof, tear-proof paper, show contours, roads, parking and ether 
features. Each map is 20 x 8.5 inches and folds to a 4 x 8.5 inch format A detailed trail descnption, both west to 
east and east to west, is printed csi the reverse side o f each map. The set o f 10 maps includes a cover shed; and is 
enclosed in a plastic bag 

The cost o f the m ^ set is S12 vAiidi inchicfes t ie cxisi o f postage. Q ^ A E S ^ lould be made oat to Masen-
Dix<» Trail System Inc. and mailed to: Mary BlesJcer, Trrasuter M-DTS 

M-DTS mrariiefs may l e i ^ - their m a t ^ r s j u p sm i&xive the new set o f maps for a total of S>15. See 
enclosed dues form for (ktaik. 

* * * * * 

MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 2.1997 M-DTS MEMBERS' MEETING 
The meeting was beid at the borne of Jim HooiKr. ^ M H H H B H H l Those jxesrait mxc: Wanen & Vivian 

D a v ^ Oair Hersol. Turner D a n ^ Jim Denny, Mm Bksecfcs. Y^XHHK Blatks. PM O'DelL Ricfaaid WincmiUer. Ride 
Maerker, Ron Gray. Jim Hooper and Jim MCCOT. 

The minutes of fbe AuguM 17^ meeting were appaived as ancalated 

Tmsurer's Report 
Mary Bleecker presetttsd the tre^nrer's report fat the period from .Aug. 17,1997 K> No\«n*er 1. 1997. 

Menibenip dues $ 42 00 
Sale (rf maps 22 50 
Interest 8.57 
CD raJeemcd 6186.70 

6259.77 

Expenses 
Trail maintenance $33.79 
Newsletter printing 84.36 
New^teJter postage 64.00 
KTAdues 25.00 

207.15 

Balance in checking account as of 8/17/97 $3425,33 
Income minus expenses 8/18/97-10/30/97 6048.62 
Balance in checking account as of 10/30/97 S9477.96 

Note: As of Nov. 1/97. the twill for the new trail maps had not yet been received from tbs printw. 
Expediiure of up to $60 was a^jroved for a gift to Walter Sieuber for his im'aluaWe assistance in the creation of the 

new maps. 
M-DT Maps 

Yvonne Blades picked up the finished maps from Blyler Offset of Lttemon on Ortober 26 and tettught them to tte 
meeting. A production line, consisting of Warren & Vivian Davies. Mary Bleecker, Clair Picrsol. Jim Denny. Turner 
Darden and Yvonne Blades. assemWed the 10 maps that cover the trail into sets, ackied the covw sheet and placed each set in 
a plastic bag There vvere 750 complete sets plus extra copies of some of the maps Wc were very pleased with the quality of 
the maps. 

We will sell the map sets for S12.00 including cost of postage M-DTS members wlio renew their membership at a 
level of $ 15 or more are entitled to a complimentary copy. The suggested wholesale rate for 10 or more maps was $10.50 per 
map set. 
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M-DTS Membership Dues 
It was decided to raise the annual M-DTS membership dues to $5.00 from the current S4,00 New members will pay 

$5 00 plus a one-time aj^Ucation fee of $10 which includes a map set and patch Y\onne Blades will re\ise and print up 
new M-DTS membership brochures 

* 
Election of Officers 

Turner Darden. chairman of the nominating commmee. presented the results of the mail-in ballot for officers of M -
DTS The following were elected to ser\ for the term from Januan- 1. 1998 to December 30. 20(X) 

President Jmi Hooper 
Vice President Pat ODeU 
Vice President Jim Denrn 
Secretan- Y\K Blades 
Treasurer Man- Bleecber 

M-OT Trail Reports 
Ea.<item Section - Eastern Tennhms to Perry-viUe Canr t tufar : Turner Darden ( M H H H H I I I V ' 
• Warren and Vi\ian Davies ha^ c r*lazed their sectioa of the M-DT in the White Cla*' CnKk Preserve. 
• Yvoime Blades chedced the section through Elk v̂̂ eck State Fmest on October 30. These is dipping needed and some 

trees to cut. Also slumps lo be r»noved on the new Inrnk section thai Hcib & Y\tmm boih last year The Wilmington 
Trail Club wil l hold a i tmk hilse diete oa Saaisf. NoieKiser 16 

• Jim Denny suggested a tdocaooB to avoid the Amtboic CRisso^ at f̂ iOKA 
the cable right of way used In- the trail near Rte 273 

Central Section - Hxvn de CSnce I * M U Creefc Cimribumr: Pat O I M 
• Re: North Park rek>calKm mMth of Ha\n; dc Giaoe: Y V O O K Blacks tack, pen m a aait-througji wtlh i^eseiKsaives 

from Susquhanna Greenway. Corps of Engineers. Maryland Critical Areas Program etc. in Sqatember They foresaw no 
problem with the new route. The Greenway has received a small grant for the project lo help cover cost of materials. 

Yvonne rcconimends, awNber M-DTS work part> tha*: to finish clearing ilie mole ahM^ the aid railroad bad There 
are two extensive secuons yet to be cleared lAis gnAbtng oat roots of briars, etc aad aauag. back enooadong gfonlh on 
the parts worked on last M^ch . The remainder of the i iai l up to Arundel also needs work. The whole route needs 
Wazmg. 

Western Section - Mill Creek to Western Terminus Coordinator: Ron Gray WKtttf/KKKlIf 
Al today "s work part>'. Pat O Dell. Richard Wineimller Ridw Maeiker Ron Gray. Jim Hooper and Jim McCw 

worked on the M-DT above Fishing Creek. They built two lengthy switchbacks at the top, did some si<fchill construction and 
moved a big rock off the trail. 

Ron Gray presenied a cnnprdiensive list of areas in the westcfn sectioa needing wodc: 
• Proposed relocations omo State Game Lands on the wesliom part of the M-OT. Ron has asked the Susquehanna 

Appalachian Trail Chib to accept responatnlny for this sedtiffli 
• Greenbranch to CuBTs Ran section: - several bkiwdowas to be deaied and tots of roc* wMk to be done. This is heavy 

trail construction 
• Cuffs Run to Apollo Park soctini: -cUpping needed There is a bad Uowdowa at CufTs Run. Descent to Apolio Park 

needs work. 
• x i^l lo Park to Boyd's Ron section: -there are seveial taloHdowns near the n%er. rocfc wodc is ne l̂ed A T V s are 

destroying the trail in the axah half. T h ^ is a bad bloKdmcn oa the desceot into Bawd's Ron. 
• Better trail delineation needed between Stenks Feny Road and novth orossuo^ ofRle 425. The dtmb fnm Khne Road 

needs rec»n^ruction. Clippiii^ needed Enom Khne Riiad soitfh to Rte 425. 
• Rte 425 to Otter Creek sxtkm: Refresh Wazra, weed idBdk in lower seclk^ 
• Otter Credc to Rte 425 ai Bare Rd R c f r ^ Hazes lteoi«h Otter Ciedc Cuapffomad Once mm canqxiles are 

'Completed relocate descent from campground to Sawmill Creek Sawmiil Cieefc bcid^ needs some r^a i r wodt 
Ron announced thai Jack and Marion Sdtuit? have n^gned as maintainers <tf the McCalls Feny to M i l l Creek 

section. We thank them for their many years of dedicated work. Tim Schmidt wi l l take over as maintainer. A boy scout 
project built new switchbacks up the southbound slope 

Ron reported thai a total of 265 hours were spent on maintenance wx>rfc on tb& M-DT western scaion in 1997. 
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Oilier Business 
M-DT Trafl Information in Pennsylvania FTifcing Traits - Ron &a> has mised the description of the Mason-

Dixon Trail for the next edition of Pennsylvania Hiking Trath. The present descnption as "ideal for the flatlandcr" is not 
apprq5nale for certain sections along the Susquehanna River which provide some of the most challenging hiking around 

Save Our Steps Campaign - Ron Gray reported on the KTA campaign to purchase and save the "1000 StejK" on 
Jack's Mmmtain, a kc> feature of the Link trail 

M-DTS Bylaws - A committee, consisting of Ron Gray. Chairman. Jim Hooper and Turner Darden 
was formed to revise the M-DTS Bylaws, 

Next Meeting - Sunda>. March 1, at Havre de Grace Work party to meet at 10:00 a m to continue work on trail 
rdiKation and dear existing trail to Arundel. The meeting wil l follow at 1:30 p.m. 

* * * * * 

MESSAGE FROM NEW M-DTS PRESIDENT, JIM HOOPER 
First. I want to thank Rick ^!acrker for the e!a:eilaa job th^ he has dme as fxcsideiM. His enthosi^jR has helped 

revitalize tlie M-DTS. 
Yvonne should be given a big hand for the wonderM job die did on the new maps She pot in many long hoiirs and 

straggled to make sure lhat therr WOTS no errors. I am getting a toi of favorable comments on the m ^ . Let us know wiien 
there arc changes so that we can put the corrections in ibe mst set. Also, chedt with vxior kicaJ hiking store to fimJ if they 
cany the maps. It they don't, have them contact Mary Bkccker to get some. 

Our top priority for the aesl few years shooidbe to try %o gel note eC the Had off loadB. Ttes i«piies. a lot of work 
taiki ng lo landowners, then hwldrng, new tiai! We need keip fioni ieMiiei& o f Ifte M-DTTS dm Kve i n the iiwioas aoeas aad 
know the local people Esqperiencc shows that when someone from omsKfe of the area comes i n ifaey have a much faami^r iime 
getting pennission Also, pct^e post areas to hsep hunter ixA Som^mes tlKy are w i l l i i ^ to have a hiking trail on their 
land but do not want himlcrs. 

As 1 hike \s sections of the t r a i l I set a mixture in the quality of dK maimenance F^c^e are wmking hard tmt 
do not alway s get lo their sections on a regular basis Maintenance requires regular' walk-ihni's". Conditions change <toe to 
storms. Blazes have to be refreshed every couple of years The original paint that we used fades slowly to while Trees fall 
down On the roads, power compan^s replace poles Aisd, cressote leaches th«su^ She point I f anyone has proja:ts that 
are too hard for them to cfe alone, please contact x& We wi l l sjiedule a M-DTS mA tiq> to da the pnijea. 

I f you are not active in the M-DTS, please volunteer There is always wwfc fer people to do. Come to oar next 
meeting or contact O M of the menrtiers of the board Please te us know i f yoa have an e-mail ^khess. What problems 
occur about the trail, 1 msM libe to have a nKthod to rapcfiy notify peqiie 

Jim's ]:4K)aenun4x7: dHHMMMIt ^ •̂̂ '̂dress 

I n Memoriam: Robert V . Yost 1927-1997 
Robert Ytst. OIK of the founders dtMason-Dixon Trail Systora. died D«xn:i)er 3. 1997 

of heart failure. Tniner Darcfen raails that in 1974 Bob Yosi called s nKOing <rf seven menrticrs of the 
Wilnungton Trail Club to mtroduce an idea for a n ^ 200-mile hiking trail later to be known as the Mason-
Dixon Trail As presitfcnt of the newly formed organization, he assipied sections of the route to vanous 
members and pushed the job lo comptetioiL 

Shortly after the mitial routing the grcsup was expanded lo incfaKfe M U I I K J S of the Y « k Hiking 
Club The M!aoa-£hxoa Trail Systan was incoipoimcd in 1979. at titeii IOBB the tool wras Mazed from 
end to end. Many changes m t t e routing havcb»Kmaa& since 

/ M-DTS MEMBERSHIP M ^ C T O R Y AVAILABLE 
Anyone wishing a asp^ (^the M-DTS Membe^lup Dusaory. windi indodes all menrtiers to good staiKhng as 

of December 1997, add a note to tlrat cffcKt on vcRir dues renewal form or vvntc to Yvwinc Blades. M-DTS Secretarv. 
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