
M A S O N - E M X O N T R A I L S Y S T C M , I n c . 

M - D T S N E W S L E T T E R Juno.1994 

IMPORTANT ITEMS IN THIS ISSUE 
ELECTION OF OFFICEIRS --please complete and send in ballot on page 3. 
TRAIL RELOCATIONS - pages 5, 6 and 7. Detocti and insert in your M-DTS map/guide. 

M-ms WORK PARIY - 9J00 <sn. Sunckiy. August 21 
M-015 kBMBtS ly^TING - 2:00 pen. Sunday. August 21 

Meet erf DoiseyFarttC»»e mop) fcH both W w m e i n b e i s i n « « t « ^ 
Ttie workparty conAnue wwk on the Muddy Run eecfion of ttie Moson-Oixm Tied. 

Ttiere are two projects to be confipteted: (1) The tmi up the embankment near ttie nnoidh of ftluddy 
Creek. Ttiis is heavy duty worid Ron Gray <iiHi supply Ihe muckkicks^ (2} OBoring Uowdoims. culKng 
a relocation through iftododencinunltvciQef to awdUeiodBds ond ciwring WKaoodinq 
growth on the western end or Ms secdtoL Choin SUMS ond Strang bcKics needed plus Itnsedble to 
wield clippers and ksppeis. 

Bring a trail lunch, plerly of woler, 
work gloves and ttie qppn^iriate tools. 

Directions 
From north: come (kmn PA Rt 74; 
about 2 miles south of PA Rt 372, at a 
sharp bend to the ri^, l^sve Rt 74 by 
going straight on PapermiU RdL Stay on 
Papermill Rd for 3 or4 miies untH 
tuming left of intersection with Lay Rd. 
Follow Lay Rd to ttie river and ttie Fish 
Commission Boat Lounch parking lot at 
Dorsey Park. 

Fronn south: take Rt 1 obout 1 mite 
south of Conowingo Power Plant and 
turn right (north) on MD Rt 623. Stay 
on Rt 623 across Broad Creek and 
cross into PA after about 7 miles. 
Continue about 3 more miles into PA on 
the continuation of FH K!3 (FlintviWe Rd) 
until stop sign at intersectkm of Lc^ 
Road. Turn right (east) on Lay Rd and 
go 2 miles to the river and the Fish 
Commission Boat Launch parldng lot. 



Minutos of the May 8. 1994 M>D15 Membeis Meetmg 

The meeting VWB tield at Dorsey Park and was attended t^: Robert Bennett, Jim Hooper, 
Ron Gray, Douglas Bratimer (York Hiking Club), Warren Davies, Yvonne Blades, Hank and Peggy 
Drummond, Rtek Maerker, Mary Bleecker, Ckiir Rersol, Ken Power, Karma Scuilin and Duane Hyson. 

Hie minutes of ttie February 6,1994 members meeting were approved with the following 
correction: Jane Sutton is ttie name of the maintdner assisting Mary Lou Stein. 

Mary Bleecker reviewed the financial activity of M-DTS from January 1 through April, 1 ^ . 
Ttie ireome from 117 membership renewals, 13 new memberships, sale of map/guides and bank 
inter^t was ^116.59. The expenses for admintetrotion, January and April n^sletters ond the 
members directory, postage, and trail maintenance *vere $307.14. Ttiere are about 250 map/guictes 
left. Rick Maeri<er will prepare an insert for the remaining guides to show the two mcqor relocations 
that have been made sinc^ ttie guides were printed. 

Trail Re^rts 
We^em Section - Ron Gray has checked with ttie kmd owner in ttue Accomac irm oreo; ttie M-DT 
may continue to use hlorth River Rood « x i th of ttie Inn. 
• Reblazing is needed at the Route 3K} bridge. 
• Jim Hooper reports bis sec^on is OK except few ttie wc^vHit at Green Bioncti. Tral rekxx^kyn to 
ovoid the washout is a possible Eagle Scout project. 
• Jim Bare is the new maintainer for the Green Bronch to Cuffs Run section 
• Ron Gray noted a "no trespassing" sign at Cuffs Run - he will contact ttie owner. 
• John Schetky who maintains south of Cuffs Run will be in Maine for two years. A repiacennent 
maintainer is needed. 
• Apollo Parte and 0(*tand Run secttons ore in good stiqpe. MofftlaNiefS liave been wortmig on ttie 
Otter Creek section. 
• Ron Gray gave an update on the Sawmill Run bridge project. The pier on ttie road side of the 
bridge is completed. Ttie sa:c«id pier, a box structurie made of cut utffty pc^s spiked togettwr and 
filled with grovel, is partly cwnpleted. PP&L vwll deliver 70' poles whan Ron is necKJy for ihem. Then 
2x6s, decking and railing will t>e added. Ron hopes to have the bridge finished by the end of June. 
The approach trail is completed on the campground side; the other approach needs more work. 

Cenhol Section - Kay Wcy reports Vnd Cioir Pteisoi e tt^ new moiniainer for ttie sectksn from Lode 
12 south to Muddy Creek. 
• Tiie trail along Muddy Creek was t t » site of ttie May 8th work party. MiK^ progress was mode but 
more work is needed (see ^parote {Kcount). 
• Yvonne Blades reported ttie M-DT through Susc^tianna State Patk W C B in good stiape. The 
Susquehanna River flooded sections of ttie M-DT again ths ^r ing txit ttie hig^ water route ftagged 
last year was still intact and passatrfe. There is no s i ^ yet of woric on ttie gre«ivray p r o j ^ south of 
Conowingo. 

Eastern Section - Yvonne Blades has started poinfing o 3 inch white siiip on ttie M-DT blue bkiz^ in 
Elk Neck State Forest as per ttie agreement with ttie Mor^nd Foiest Senrirc. 
• Bob Bennett suggested a possUile rerouting for ttie M-DT ijelween Ritteni^H^ Park esid Inon Hill 
through Villa Belmont. He will show the route to John Wilds. 
• Bob Bennett and John Wristen plan to have the entire 7-mile relocation ot ttie M-DT from ttie B&O 
tracte to Hqakins Rood tAjzed by the inaugural hike on rotational Trwis Day. June 4th. 
• Wan-en Davies reports t t » M-DT from the White Ctay Creek Preserve VIsifora Center to Chamtters 
Rock Road has cfcimage due to storms and floods but is passable. 



Trait Maricers 
Rick Maerker reported on discussions with Susan LoPorte erf ttie Ovisran of Paiks & Recreatkin, 
Dekwrare, Apparentiy money may be avaitable from ttie highway-cremate transport funds towards 
the ccet of decxils and carsonite posts for marking ttie M-DT in Detenware. Tlie state sign/decal shop 
in DavernHS^ te able to make the decals but we are aiso to get quotes from (xitside providers. Blue 
on ¥Aite deoais are cheaper cwid easier to moke ttwn viMe on blue. 

Ron Gfoy disptayed an attractive 6.5 x 9.5 inch wood sign engraved with "MASON-DIXON 
TRAIL" and the outtine of a fir tree. Ttie sign wos mode at York Cour^ VoTech and can be 
purchased for 75 0 each. Ron will order 200 for use in Pennsylvarua and Marytand. 

Election of C^::ers 
The nominating committee presented ttie foliowng state of candidates: 

President - Rick Mcerker 
1st \ric» Prestd@it - C^arPiersoi 
2nd Vice F»r^i<tent - Jm Hooper 
S e c r ^ i y - YvormeBkides 
Trecsursr - Mory^eedcer 

A mail-in ballot will be iiKfajded in ttie next M-DTS newslelter. 

M-DTS Biochw^ 

Rick Maerker ond Maiy B l ^ ^ e r iiwtl upsMe f f » Mase*HXxon Trai Sysftem txoc^iures. 

Next Meeting 
The next M-DTS members meelH^ wH tie tiekJ on Simdoy. August 21.1994 a# 2:00 pm at Dorsey 
Park. The meeting will fotowo work party an *Aiddy Run. ll ie work pcBiy wfl meet at IXxs^ Park 
at9:{X)am. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The nominating committee p r ^ e n t ^ the following ^ e of (XKidkiati^ for M-DTS offcens for Jcaiuary 
1,1995 through Decerrrtier 31,1997 at the May 8 membens meeting. Per i l s iyi-DTS Constitution, a 
bolSot should tie competed OTKJ returned in a envelope marked "BALJLOT" to the nominating 
committee chairman. Turner l ^ i d e n ^ H R R H P I M B M M H R i H ' V H H H M I ^ I ^ no kiterttKin 
August 15, 1994. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(cut off on gne and send lo Turner Darden) 



We welcome the tollowmg new members who hove joined M-DTS sirK» March 1994: 

News From Ihe TroB 

SamnW (hai Brieve Necfs CoR^jleKon - The brklge for Itie Mason-Dixon Trai over SownWi Run. just sou^ 
of Otter Creek campground, is almost finished. At press time, onJy the rottngs and some approach worlc were 
yet to be done Ron Gioy. wHfi assislonce irom meatieis of ttie Yorlc Hiking CUb, has woifced diigentiy on this 
challenging project A raoerd ctnlenge was eosing ttie two 7D-1oot uMHy poles. p«Qwided by PP&L. into ptaoe 
across the piers using cobles. 

Woric Party Tackles Muddy Oreek SecSon - At the M a y ^ woik party. Ron Gray. Ouone Hyson, Rick 
Maerker and Doug Brohmer weie involved in trail dgging on 8ie sfcipe up ban CaU Cabin Rood. Using 
mattocks they dug the trafl into llie side of ttte efnbairicninit ID maloe Itie tio^ inotlea^ 
one spot the grade *ras so steep that o swifc:hback was put in to lessen ttie ndne (and the erosion). Two 
chain sow crews, Jim Hooper and Hcmk Dninvnond. and ICat Power and Kanna Souftn cleared many of the 
blowdowns along the creek txBikflialliad come down over Hie winter. Warren i>wies and Yvonne Bkides 
worked with toppers clfspeis tmd a k>t of beiidmg lo ienxn« toien brancties 
growth on the trail The ooconipii^m^ts of <M ttte VDkmfeers is certainly opprecicried. 

New Deck for Deer Creek Trestle - The first skage of the Lower Susquehanna Greenway pnajed in 
Susquehanno State Park will be cxmstruction of a new cteck for the Deer Creek trifle. The old rails have been 
removed from the bridge, the cteck built by M-DTS in 1985 will be talcen up, rott«i ties wiB be replaced and an 
8-toot wide walkway with roilmgs wW be built on top. According to Rick Smith , monoger ot Susquehonno Sfcjfe 
Pork, the bridge will remam useat^ l>y htk«s during ttie oonshuctk»i. 

Work on the Greenway soutti from C(»nwingo is esqoecied to siort in July. 

Mue and Milte Bkaes Now Mark the M-DT m Bk Neck State Forest. - The M-DT through Elk Neck State 
Forest is now marked with 2x6 kic^ bkizes iMth the top h d f blue and l t » boffcrni wttie. The was a reqMirem t̂ 
by the Maryland Fc>rest Servk» to ovokj conlisnn wilt) tiie 2X8 mc^ bkie pavrt sinpe 
on their boundary trees to post ttier property CB "no trespassing". The bhietikizes of ttie M-DT hod be«i 
mislaken tor these bouTKkiry markers l>y hunters in Ek Meek Strfe Fbrra*. 

Nctftonal Trails Day tMce hnau^xates M-DT R^ocoiion Along C h r i s t Creak - The rww 7-mite r̂ ocotiwi 
of the M-DT between the B&O trocls and Hopkins rood was part of an 11 mite hike enjoyed by 34 participants 



MAP #5 6/94 RELOCATION 
(replaces current descrlpiion of mile 23.0 up 

to mile 24.6) 
WEST TO EAST 

23.0 mi Turn kf t on Johnson Road for 
about 100 feet and then turn right on 
Lay Road. gnter woods on left 
side of road and paraliel road kx 
about 300 feet. Turn left and 
follow trail slabbing up hill to a 
nice beech woods. 

23.2 mi Turn right and ccaitinue 
upbin through woods. 

23.3 ml Enter open area (part of 
Peach Bottom Power I^mt 
complex). Continue straiglML 
ahead, passing to the ri^t of 
a communications tower, to 
reach a service road. T u m 
left and follow the road for 
about a third of a mile as 
it passes by the fenced 
substation. 

23.6 ml Turn left on cleared 
cable right-of-way and 

— then t u m left again In 
about 500 feet at 
intersecUon with 
another cleared right-
of-way. Tum right along 
the edge of the scmbby 
vegetaUon, cross a 
roadway, and pass to the 
right of a large pile of 
steehvoili. 

23.9 ml T u m right on woods road and 
follow it as it descends thnoi^h 
woods. Stra^hf ahead is a aieia of tfie 
Peach Bottom plant 

24.3 ml T u m right when the road levels out 
(watch carefully for this tum) and In 200 feet 
t u m right again onto ballast of abandoned RR 
bed. 

24.4 ml T u m left off RR bed onto trail that drops 
down to Atom Road. 

24.5 mi Cross Atom Road 
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MAP #8 6/94 R E L O C A T I O N 
(replaces current description of mile 13 up to mile 2A) 

WEST TO EAST 
0.0 mi After crossing MD Rt.7 in North East. MD, jog left then tight, and follow 

Cemetery Road; just before cemetery, tum and ento- woods. (Note: 
Because of dogs and difficult stream crossing, hikers might "unofficialiy" 
continue on Cemetery Road across small stream, tum left, and slip into 
Cemetery grounds at gated roadway. Keep to left edge of grounds and 
watch for opening in hedgerow in about 100 feet. Tum left into opening 
to pick up blue-bla:c£d trail again which leads to right on path through 
bnanbies.) Follow blazes carefully over next 1.5 miles as trail makes 
namerotts tunis I t rough this pretty wooded section. 

1.5 mi Tum right tmiu paved road leading to Cecil County Landfill (watch out 
for trucks) and in 300 feet watch for blue and white blazes on left leading 
into woods. (In Elk Neck State Forest the M-DT is marked with blue and 
white biases. This is a requirement by the Maryland Forest Service to 
ai-oid confusion by hunters with the 2"x 8" blue paint stripe landowners 
may place fm their boundary trees lo post their property as "No 
trespas.ung.") Follow a well worn trail, eroded in p l^es . that pa.s.ses 
behind several houses. 

1.8 mi Tum nght on narrow trail %1ucfa in 100 feet joins another wdl -wocn trail. 
1-9 mi Veer right on narrow tral . 
2.1 mi Tum teft. Trail folk>ws bouiKlary berv.j«n county and State Forest lands. 
2.4 mi Trail turns sharply 

left and continues to ^ i ^ , 
follow boundary. 
Passes through 
low-lying area 
which may be 
muddy. 

3.0 mi Tum right 
on dirt/ 
gravel road. 

3.2 ini Turn left off 
roati and 
enter woods 

4.0 mi Tum left at 
trail 
intersection. 

• • • • • = relocation 

4.8 mi After passing Plum Creek Pond, 
turn nght on dirt/gravel road and 
cross the earthen dam. Slay on 
load for about 1000 feet 

5.0 mi Turn left off road and into woods. 
5.8 mi Reach beaver pond and cross on beaver dam 
6.7 mi Tum left on dirt/gravel road. 
6.S mi Road pa.<«es clearing on left which may be used as a camping 

area (no water). 
6 9 nii Turn right onto another dirtygravel road 
8.4 mi Emerge from Elk Neck State Forest onto Harminski Road.... 
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W E S T T O E A S T 

6.8 m l . . . and then t u m sharp right Into 
floodpialn woods to RR trestle. 

9.3 ml Pass under B & O Railroad bridge. 
9.5 ml Tum left on wood chip access road 

and In 100 feet bear left Into woods. 
9.6 mi Cross over Barksdale Road. 
10.1 mi Cross over asphalt crossway 

continuing on trail along west s l ^ of 
Christina Creek. 

10.3 ml Cross hand-railed footbridge, 
t u m right aoxjss tributary on cement 
bkjcte. and t u m left. 

10.5 ml Tum right on Church ROCKU 
crossing creek. 

10.6 ml T u m left on Casho Mill Road: 
cross Rt. 273 In one block: Casho MiU 
Road becomes Delrem Road 

10.8 mi Veer left off Delrem Road onto 
sewer access trail with creek on left 
and house on right. 

11.0 ml T u m left to cross first of three 
footbridges over west branch of 
Christina Creek. (Hease stay cn trail 
thnx^h priuate property akmg creek 
that is deeded public access up to 
Wedgewood Road). T u m right after 
aro^lng bridge t h r o i ^ h scrub ^ o w t h . 

. Cros^ two more bridges as t i ad fidfcjws 
sewer at-ccss path along stream and 
edge of b^kya i t i s . 

12.0 ml T \ i m right on Wedgewood Road 
12.9 ml Cross m. 896 and enter White 

Clay Creek Stale i^ark. {Proceed along 
southern boundary of park. 

13.1 ml Pas.-s through small grove of trres 
and angle across field staying to right 
of pavtikm and lavatory fadlity. 

13.2 m i Bear past end of faed^cxow 
and cross long flekl. keeping voUeytxall 
area to fefL 

13.3 m i ̂ sss tfaFough ts«ak In bedigerow. 
bear right akxag edge of field, and taim 
right on trail Into woods, crossing 
ravine and up other side. 

13.5 mt Bcmi I d l wtth t r a i i st^rtog to 
WDOCfe. 

13.7 ml Cwitlnue s t i a l ^ t at t ra i l 
intcrsectioo. 

13.9 mi l \ m i left cm senrks road for ISO 
feet ami then tu rn i ^ i t on trail into 
woods. 

14.3 mi Turn rt#it, cfcnimhID. on fcamer 
road. 

14.6 mi Turn left at bottom of h i l l and 
follow circuitous route t h r o u ^ woods. 

15.1 ml Cross footbridge and t u m left 
15.3 mi After steep rtee t u m left and pass 

open area used for ^ o u p camping In 
200 feet cut right across clearing to 
trail leading down to Arc Comer Stone 
memorial, marking end of arc defining 
circular border between PA and DE 

15.5 mi T u m right at clearing of 
memorial stone, crossing small 
footbridge, 

15.8 mi T u m left at trail junction where 
Park trail turns 300" to right and 

" descend to Creek Road. 
15.9 ml T u m left on Creek Rc^d, 
16.0 ml CrtMS over Hopkins Road. Stay 

s t r a i ^ t on gravel roadway Into White 
Clay Cirek Preserve (WCCB 

M A P # 9 

6 / 9 4 R E L O C A T I O N 

(replaces current description of 
mile 6.8 up to mile 14.0) 
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