
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

-DTS NEWSLETTER Juiy. 2 0 0 0 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, August 20 
M-DTS MEMBERS'MEETING - 1:00 p.m., Sunday. August 20 

Work Party: Meet in parkaig area by the maintauince building just inside and to Ae left of the entrance to Elk Neck State 
Fmest on Iiiriitowai Road, 1 5 mites of the town trfNoitfi E a ^ MaryisKj_ 

There are several w©rk pr£ge:ts. ctetr a i ^ blaze a 0.3 note trail rekKsttwo md imma out biazs on fee cM «xtte, 
cut trees that are across tiis trail, rdiabilitate log bridges, blaze the beaver poKl dstxm rwite and refresh Irts of blazes. 
Note, blazes in ENSFare blue and white whidi makes k svsa mcxe of a cfaalk^^ Eqaqjment needed; clippers, lo|q>ers, a 
dias) saw, smal saw, several pamt set-ups (blue, white). All wcffkers should bring; w<Hk glows, eye protection, lundt and 
pterty of water. There wiU be opporr\Hiit!es to hike parts oi this pleasaait section of the M-DT m we wosk. 

Memlwrs Meeting: We will assanble in the parking area as above at I2;55 pm smd drive to an appropriate locaticai. 

Directions: The town of North E a ^ is m C&M County, Maryland and cm be es^ly acoe^ed frcm 1-95 or US Route 40. 
Exit to the south on MD Rte 272. 1.3 mite south ofRte 40, turn left on inditowm Road P i o c ^ 1,7 nrite to the aitrance 
to Elk Neck State Forest m the left. A map of the forest l o w i n g the interior roads aid work areas is m page 4. 



MASON-DIXON TRAIL SI^TEM INC 

President J m l 

Vice P r e s i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Pat Wolf 

Treasurer Mary Bleecker 

Trail Coordinators: 
Western Section: Rem Gray 

Central Section.,. Pat Wolf 

Eastern Section Ricfc MaeAet 

Ne\*'Sletter Editor Y*onne Blades 

The M-DTS Newsletter is p n l d i ^ aixat four 
wed^ in advance of each of Ac tarn IMTTS 
members' meetings/work poilies bdd aHnany. 
Submissions are welcomed. Mail or emadl to editET. 
(See address under sccretarj above). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, lac, is an all-
volunteer, service-oriented assodatKm of tail dobs 
and individual hikers that has as its pmpase flie use 
and ctHiservation of the faaducomln' I t a w ^ the 
development of new trails in the flud-Atkaotk states. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the ISO^nUe M^an-
Dixon Trail which passes ttanx^ Ustaaic aid 
scenic areas of Peimsylvania, Maryiaod ar«J 
Delaware. 

New members are welcome To join send $15 
(which inchides M-DT maps and patch) to 

Mason-Dixon Trail System, Inc 
Mar> Bleecker 

Thereafter, the aimual tee is $5. 
Life membership is available for $250 
»••*•*•***•««•***«•••••«•**«*««***••* 

Vi.sit the M-DTS web site at: 

BJECnON OF OFFICERS 
A l»Ilat is e o c k ^ widi das newaJeOî  to members & r tiie el&iaior 

of aBB<%rs for tise Mascn-DtxoB Tnol Syston, be. fix the tenn fiom Januai, 
1, 2001 throu^ Decanfaer 31, 2003. Ptese compkSe die ballof and return 
before August 12,2000. 

TRAIL UPDATES AND ALERTS 

Bypass trail constructed nordi of Holtwood: The Pomsyi^^nia Game 
Commission has again closed a section of the M-DT along the Susqueiianna 
River north of Hohwood E^oo because of nesting eagles. A bypass route, 
marked wi& ydtew blazes^ has been oxt^ructed to avoid the ck»ed section. 
Ndttboair i (INip S, Eart to W o ^ I I K M O T is dosed nAen! it kaws 
McCafls Feny Road at M k ZZJB. T O fiAnr ibe bypass nwle^ cormmie 
alofigMcCoils Ferry Road cofid watdt faryeUaw bbnxs dtal lead off to the 
ri^, crms a small stream, then smtdAack the slope. Cross the cable 
line clearing, then enter the woods andfollow the trail akH^ die ridge higft 
above the Susquehanna River Rejoin the M-DT above Oakland Run, near 
the rock outcrop (about Mile 23.3 on A&p 5). The r ^ I a r route (whai k is 
open) phis 4tt bypass Toateinaiaeanioeliniledfcfehite. 

Aggressive Dog at Stony K w A hiker has nported an aqikasant 
enccHBiter witih an a^ressiw dog as he Mfaded across Sicvy R m ~ 
Jbik>wingAeM-DT(Map7,Watto&sl ,Mfle 9^) . The dog came fioi^ 
a nearby iwoie. This is aoailnwesl o f Ae town of North East m Marytand. An 
ahonate loide, west to east, (widcb avoids Ae streun crosdng and the dog) 
ymvMbe: at mile 8.4 turn ri^ OH Red Toad ROCMI, then left at Ikisor Strap 
Rd, whidt crosses Slany Rm on a bridge, then turn left onto dx dirt road 
Just after the bridge and reftm the M-DT. 

Beavo- Activky in E& Nct^ Stale Forest: Beaver activity has caused a 
difficult sileam oossng on the M-DT m Elk Nedc SMe Forest, Maryland: 
Ma|)8(WerttoEast-1IBeSL9). A debnr mtfe, about 300 yank kx4. has 
been cleared md flawed to avoid Ae aassii%. Watdi & r Uhie ribbons 
marking the detour which is on the east side of the current route and starts 
about 30 >^rds befofe the b«ver dan. 

TraU Oosure in Newark, DE; A short section of tiie M-DT, soudi of 
Church Road (Map 9, East to West - Mile 10.3) has been closed by die 
Nevrark Public Works Department because of a gabirai project on the banks 
of Ouistina Creek. The woik ^ K n i d be conplrted by about July 15 To 
bypass the closed section; instead of turning right raito Church Rd (Map 9, 
East to West - Mile 10,2) continue along Cashio Mill Rd about 0.3 miles, 
turn right at Downes School pick up the asphalt path that leads to a bridge 
over Christina Creek Crms the creek ami access the M-DT on the west 
bank. 
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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 30, 2000 MEMBER'S MEETING 
The meeting was held at the Broad Cre* Boy Scout Reservation headquarters following die work party. 

Members present were; president Jim Hoqwr, secretary Yvonne Blatks, Ron Gray and Rick Maerker. Ted 
Sanderson and Tim Sdimidt joined us for the work party. ^ 

The minutes of the March 12,2000 member's meeting wwe ̂ p ^ o ^ ^ as circulated. 

Treasurer's Import 
Mary Bleedcer sutnnitted the following treasurer's r ^ o i t wfaidi covers the pehod from March 10 to April 

29, 2000. 
Income 

Memberships (2 new + renewals) 
Sale of M-DT map 
Sale of M-DT pateiiBS 
Interest 

$375.00 
10.50 
10.00 
3.94 

$399.44 

Expaises 
April Newsletter (mdudes postiige) 
Purchase of address labels 
CoBtributkms & membeisiiys 
Purchase of CD 

$155.02 
12.95 
50.00 

3000.00 
$3217.97 

Balance as of March 10, 2000 $4718.81 
Income minus ê qpenses 3/10-4/19/00 -2818.53 
B a i a i K £ k c ^ e d k ^ ^ t 2 e o f 4 a ^ 0 0 S19002Z 

Trail Rep(»l5 
Eastern Section - Eastern Ttrmmm at Chadds Ford to Perry>'ffle 

Coordinator: WA Mm l i i i i i M B W I f c ^ M I M 
• Near its eastern traminus, the M-DT follows Q>ssart Road for 1 4 mtfes. ( M ^ 10; East to WeS, Miie 2.3 to 

3.7). This road has beat pa^ed as closed to thrcxi^ vdiiojlar traffic fi» mondis now, htrwevs- the M -
DT is not affected by this clcsure except to make this pleasant stretdi of road even more pleasant to walk 
along. 

Central Section - Havre de Grace to Lock 12 Coordinator: Pat Wtrff 
• Dave Lrathicum rqiorts he will be workmg on his secticai (Ctmowingo Dam to north end of Broad Creek 

Scout reservation) in May. 
• Ron Gray rqjorted that today's work party (5 participants) convicted die rock work on the relocaticm to 

move the trail off private propert>' south of Bald Hill Some side hill diggmg is still needed. He estimate the 
remaining work can be dtaie by 2 peqjle on 2 trips. The relocation has b^n blazed. 

• Also today, Yvcsme Blades refreshed blazes and cut back encroadiing growth on the upper section of the M -
DT along Muddy Credt - heading downstream fircmi Gaging Station Bn%e. 

• New maintainer, Paul Szatmary, rqiorts he spait 3 hours on March 17 ddng maintenance work on the lower 
end of the Muddy C r ^ section- heading upstream frtnn Coal Cabm. 

• The section throu^ Peavine Island is repotted to be "OK" 

Western Section - Lock 12 to Western Terminus at Whisky Springs 
Coordinator: Ron G^^y^jKtt/t/l^^^ttttfmfKt^^^ 

• Oie step IS missing from the set of steps at the bottom of the clnnb from Mill Creek heading north towards 
Holtwood dam Tim Schmick will rqilace the stg). 

• Ron Gray r^orts the bypass trail to avoid the eagles nest at Oakland Run has been completed and blazed 
with yellow blazes. Horses have already been on the new trail The bypass trail is cme mile laig and tc^edier 
with the r ^ l a r M-DT route makes a nice 2-mile loop trail. 

• The Red Lion Water Co. has put up a "No Trrapassmg" sign at Greenbrandi to keq> kids out of this area by 
^ river. M-DTS has writtoi permission from the landowner. Safe Harbor Power Co. for the trail to go 
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through this area. Ron Gray su^ests a sign be put iq5 to inform trail users that we have this permission and 
that they must stay on the trail. 

• Jim Hooper rq)otts that his section, frOTi Route 30 to Green Branch is OK. There is a log acrcss the trail 
that he will cut. 

• The section of the M-DT that passes t h r o t ^ Gififord Pindiot &ate Park is in good ^ i ^ . The Park is 
utilizing prisoners for trail work and is iqjgrading seme of the trails to makediem suitable for bikas. 

• Ron Gray rqK>rts he has beai unsuccessfiil m his ne^)tiations with the PA Game Commission to come up 
vnSi a suiteble route for the M-DT through State Game Land 242 that is acceptable to both parties. This is a 
nsgcff disapp<HntmeDt for M-DTS as we had kxrioed finrward to leroutaag about 5 mdes of the M-DT ofiT roads 
and IhitH^ the game land. 

Other Business 
Election of Officers: Rick Masker, chairman of die ncHninatmg ccMnmittee, is wohang on drawing a slate of 
candidates ftH- election as M-DTS officers for the texm from January 1.2001 to D&xniia 31, 2003. The election 
ballot will be included with the next M-DTS Newskttsr. 

Donations, memb«siBps: Adaiowtec^uKnt wkfa limAs has been received fer Ae lecatt M-DTS ooittribatiaD to 
the Delaware Qpen Space, Parks and Farmland Co^itioB and fiir reneapal of mmbaiiup md our SBSppast fox fbe 
Lower Susqudianna Hoitage Greenvt^y 

NextMeeting: The next I k U m Membeis* Ikfaet^ aod w d ^ party be 
State Forest, near Noidi E ^ MD. 

• * * 
MAP OF ELK NECK STATE FOREST 

Route of M-DT 
WorkAreas: A-rdocatkm B-dumsKmwmkAblMnmg C - Uaae beaver d m d d M r 

Most sectinn of t n d - re irab biaamg 


