
M A S C W S - D I X O N T R A I L S Y S T E M , I n c . 

M-DTS N E W S L E T T E R F e b r u a r y , 2 0 0 5 

M-DTS WORK PARTY - 9:00 a.m., Sunday, March 13 
M-DTS MEMBERS'MEETING - 2:00 p.m., Sunday, March 13 

Work l^rfy: Meet at the | m i u B g arm at ApoHo Park. Be cm t i m ^ We wiO be car poo l i i ^ to a closer access 
pdnt to the work site. 

We wi l l work on tbe fast half mile <tf trail needed to Gnia% cna^lete iOie A p d t o JPtek t o C^s R u i 
rdocatitMi. There is d m n saw WOHL rock ^wak and hJazmg tto he dbne, 
chain saw, toppers, paaAsetrtifisL AH workmsAoiMhria^iiRadc^knm, q i % p n ^ ^ 

Members Meeting: Meet a t the Hooper rcsidc»oe mmA irf" W r ^ l s i 4 e . 

Directions to work party: From north: Fr«n PA Rte 74 east rf Red Li«i t o n left cm Burkholder Rd !o connect to Rte 
425 at New Bridgeville. Go south « i Rie 425 aboMt three and a half mifcs. Tom left on B t ^ ' s Rd and follow it to the 
parking area for Apollo Park- . 
From south and east:. Cross the Norman Wood t»idge os Rte 372. Turn right, iKxth, « i Rte 74 to near Airville; tniB right 
on Rte 425 and follow it about S miles. Turn right at Boyd Rd. Follow it to the paorkiag aea fa- Apollo Part 



M A S O N - D I X O N T R A I L S Y S T E M I N C 

President Anthony Belfiglio 

Treasurer Mar>' Bleccker 

Director - Maryland. Aim RcJatri 

Director - Delaware. Robert Beanen 

Trail Coordinatore: 
Western Section. R<m < 

Eastern Section. volimtea^ needed 

TTic M-DTS Newsletter is puWished about four 
weeks in advance of each of the four M-DTS 
members' meetings/work parties held annually. 
Submissions we welcomed. Mail CK onaii to editor. 
(See ad^ess WKkr secretary above). 

The Mason-Dixon Trail System, inc. is an all-
volunteer, servioe-orienled association of traD dubs 
and individual hikers that has as its purpose the use 
and conservatiwi of the backcountrj' through the 
developmait of new trails in the mid-.Atlantic stales. 
The nucleus of M-DTS is the 190-mile Mason-
Dixon Trail which passes through historic and 
scenic areas of Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Delaware. 

New members are welcome. To join send $15 
(which includes cost of M-DT maps and patch) to 

Mason-Dixon Trail System, lac 
Mary Bleecker 

ThereafTer. the annual fee is $5. 
Life membership is available tbr $250. 
«•*••**••*««**•**«•«•*•»**••••«**••** 

Visit the M-DTS web site at: 
www.angelfire.com/pa2/yorkhikingclufa/mdts.html 

Your 2005 M-DTS membership dues are now due. We hope you will 
continue to support the Mason-Dixon TraiL An addressed return envelope 

is enchseJfor your convenience. 

New Mason -D ixon Tra i l Maps are here 
The 2004 edition o f the M - D T maps is now available. The maps have 

been updated; GPS data has enabled more accurate delineation o f the M - D T , 
there have been many relocations, other traib have been added. Each map, 
printed cm water-|mx)f paper, is 20 x 8.5 iiKhes and folds to a 4 x 8.5 inch 
format. A d^ailed trail descriplitsj, both west to east and east to west, is 
printed on t l » reverse side of each map. The set o f 10 maps inclucks a cover 
sheet and is enclosed in a plastic bag. The new maps include side trails and 
park trails shown as dotted red linra in addition to the solid red line of the M -
DT. The cost o f the map se< is $12 which includes the cost of postage. 
Checks ^ n u k l be made out to MascM-Dixon Trai l Systan, Inc ajwi mailed to: 

Mary Bleeckff, Treasurer M-DTS 

M-BTS fiKinlsss may renew their jnemb^hip and receve the new set of 
mapsfiwatiMalc^SlS. SCK encksed dues fivm fw d^ails. 

T R A I L U r o A T E S A N D A L E R T S 

No access to M-DT at C<HKHMngo Dam ! 
There is, at ppsent, no acoess to dK M-DT from Shurcs Lanfiog Rd at 

Conowti^i Dam wfiere the M - O T fieads seolh afaj^. the SusqiKlraraaa Rivo-
CM the oM wmkmd bed (BOap West to EsM, M l e 19LS% The ckisure ' ' 
due to a maatfoMuioe project on the pipdinc that crosses loider ibe river ai 
that point. Ct^naal Pqieline Ctm^sBiv hopes to M v e the project eoo^frfeted 
by March. PhoneflHflHI^Hftcurrent information. 

Target practice across M - D T ! Unknown persons have set up a firing range 
angling across the power line clearing and maint»iance road north o f Bare Rd 
(Map 5: East to West, Mile 28.2 to 28.7). The alignment is such diat hikers 
following t t e M - D T along the maintaiance road ccmid be m the line o f fire. 

Trail closed north of Apolh) Park: The trail is still closed between CuflPs 
Run and Apollo County Park. (Map 4: West to East - Mile 7.6 to 9.7), 
About Vi mile o f new trail construction is needed to complete the relocation. 

No parking at Gaging Station Bridge on Muddy Creek: The area by the 
bridge has been posted as 'TSIo Parking" atMJ parked cars have been towed 
away. (Map 5: West to East, Mile 17.3). 

E l k Neck State Forest Update: The two bridges on the M - D T that were 
"relocated" by floods last July are now back in place - see page 4 - and an 
improved route has been mark^l with blue ribbons around the steep sided 
chasm moitioned in the last newslette- (Map 8: West to East, Mi le 4.8) 

M-DT at Red Toad Rd: (Map 7: East to West, Mile 3.7) A new hou5 ' 
appears to be sprouting up wlsre the M - D T passes througli a small woodeu 
area after crossing Red Toad Rd heading west. A lengthy detour via the 
entrance o f Whitaker Woods development may be necessary. 
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MINUTES O F T H E O C T O B E R 24, 2004 WEMBERS ' MEETING 

Tlie meeting t43ok place at the Hoqier residoice near Wrightsville, PA following the indoor and outdoor wwk parties. 
Those present for the meeting included: president: Tony Belfiglio, vice-president Jim Hooper, secretary Yvonne Blades, treasurer 
Mary Bleecker and Turner Darden, Warren & Vivian Davi^i, Joyce Hooper, Ron Gray and Tim Schmidt. 

The minutes of the August 15* meeting were approved as circulated. ^ 

T r e a s u r e r ' s R e p o r t 
Mary Bleecker presented the treasurer's report for the period from June 30 to October 23,2004, 

Income 
Membership dues 
Sale of map/guides 
Sate of patches 
Interest 
CD redeemed fas map bill 

$170.00 
54.00 
14.00 
1.35 

3370.67 
$36 IM2 

Trail Maintenance 
Newsletter printing 
Map-making expanses 
YHC cabin rental 

$62.65 
52.23 
22.26 
5.50 

$142.64 

Batoce m A s k i n g acsscMiiit as of fifSft*! S51 t l .71 
Income ifflifMisejSi^tses^WM-lftm^ 34<7.02 
Balance HI ciMkfttg^aMMBt as rflfWMM 

Mary reported she had reiea^ei a CO to i ^ j she K i fc «he «e»' maf&. lhax me mm OM C$75i©| k t t . 

New M-OT Maps 
At the indoor wcwk i^rty beftre the nneetiBg, a hard-wwkaig tmm nichM&ig sev̂ eral Y « k Co. Hiknig Ctab members 

collated the 10 maps per s«4, addrf coww she« a id placed the srts m h^s . Ifce w j t k « i were; Jira & Wme McCoy, 
Lou & Sarah Tateosian, W»ren & Vivim D a w « , Gwem LOOM , Ka» Jmes, I fa^sr , I t o y Bfcasia-, TwB«r Oawtai and 
Yvonne Blades. We finished op wilfe * M cmopMe sefe mdWmg ewer md fbMic hw^, 40 mts, mih txfvsr mi no tmg mid 200 
additional sets of 10 maps w i f c ^ s w e r c R " ! ^ . 

Yvonne Blades r ^ r t e d Am Ae mem M-DT mwp& were drtivered m her k w e OEttofter I f fto« ttonaM BIyter I W t a in 
Lebanon, PA. The maps tumoi out well but the printer had a large ovemm which they included in their bill. The original quote 
was $4998 for the 500 maps we ordered. There was a charge of $240 for changes Yvonne asked for after reviewing the proofs 
and $90.00 for delivery. T i e H I * o mOmM " » i « . f » osewswc Sim^ecm". 

After much discuswio. Jm Ito^KT mwral, secwidei % Twrn S ^ m ^ M-DTS wil l |Wf fte W l feelrfwg i i e mmrm. 
costs i f Blyler supplies us with 200 additional covers and 250 mwe plastic bags. Motion carried. Yvonne will contact Blyler 
Offset. 

Ron Gray moved, seconded by Tim Schmidt: The cost for the map sets to members to be $12 which includes postage. 
For bulk orders of 25 or more maps: $7.50 each. Carried. 

Mary Bleecker moved, seconded by Ron Gray: A gift of up to $100 to be approved fm Walter SteubCT for his invaluable 
assistance in the creation of the new maps. Carried. 

Jim Hooper will contect Jim Trautman to put information about the new maps on fte M-DTS web site. 

M-DT Trawl R e p o r t s 
Western Section - Western Termin^^Tgyhiskey Springs to Lock 12 

C o o r d i n a t o r : ^ | | B Q | | ^ | | B H I i H I | | | P ^ | i | | | B | H ^ | i H 
• At today's outdoor work party, Ron Gray, Jim Hooper, Tim Schiiiidt, Bemie Frlck, Richard Winemiller, Tony Belfiglio and 

Charles Ament built 350 feet of new trail on the M-DT Apollo Park to Cuffs Run relocatitm. There is Vi mile of new trail 
construction, which includes a ravine, still to be done to finish the relocation. 

• Ron reported that Jim Trautman had spent four hours doing trail maintenance on the M-DT in Pinchot Park 
• The total hours spent on trail work on die M-DT in the western section so fer in 2004 is 747.6 hrs. 
• Jim Hooper plans to approach owners of the quarry that lies between Rte 624 and Ae Susquehanna River, south of 

Wrightsville about tiie possibility of a M-DT relocatitm throu^ their land. A relocation there plus the potential for a 
relocation in the proposed Susqudianna Riverlands ft-eservation Project would take over a mile and a half of the M-DT ofiF-
roa'ds. 

• Yvonne Blades described the target practice set-up she noted whUe hiking on the M-DT nolfa of Bare Road en route to Otter 
Creek. The set-up is on the power line clearing and targets are along tiie maintenance road whidi the M-DT follows. Thus 
hikers could be in direct line of fire. Ron Gray will look into the situaticm. 



Central Sectim - L«ck 12 to Havre de Grace Coordinator: Pat Yale 
• No new developments about the Muddy Creek parking problem. Ron Gray has had discussi<His with Rodney Stark of PECO, 

regarding a maiument survey and has asked for a copy of M-DTS agreement with PECO. Jim Hooper suggests a meeting of 
int&^ed parties with Stan Saylw, the state representative for the area. We need to get Ais {voblem resolved. ^ 

Eastern Section - Perrfville to Eastern Terminus at Chadd^W^Coordina tors : C ^ U Co. - Tony Belfiglio (410/392-9699) 
New Castle and Chester Co. -- Yvonne Blades f ^ H i m P ' 

• Margit Prortt and her new Maryland Conservation Corp crew in Elk Neck State Forest have put back in place the two wooden 
Wdgra m the M-DT that were "relocated" by floods last July. Her description of the work on the MCCC-built bridge: "the 
bridge took two days to move but it was really an interesting project that involved tree climbing, ropes, pulleys, human power, the 
GatOT and suspoiding the bridge in the air. We had fan doing it all" 

Margit and crew also put die M-DT-built bridge back in place. She reported they only had to do minor repair and 
replace a few screws that had snapped. They dug out the original post holes and placed the Wdge back in th«n. 

• Yvonne Blades reported thM 4e recent relocatitm of t h e M-DT/Brandywine Trail Chadds Ford is i i poor diape due to 
flooding of the Brandywine Creek and the luxurious growing ssmsat. The trail is fiadly awergrown, muddy and pwtJy underwater. 
A Wilmington Trail club wock hike <M the Brandywine Trai! is scfaediited for Novanb« 17. 

Other O i s i n e ^ 
MwafaEfA^su l ^ a a t m R : Mtwed 1^ R « i Gray, ssswadrf hf J»f«Mr HoofCTt M-OTS to i^mm' maatm^m m K ^ r t M l i a i b 

A^msaim as an «-^J2atic«rf meratar. Carrirf. Mo««i by Mm Hoc^ f , semmAsi Tom S A m i k M-DTS to IwKsae a 
suppwting member of the Central Pransylvania Cwiservancy at $50, Carried, 

PenasylvaBJa Townshi|B: Jioj H « ^ r emphasized that M-DTS members in bjwndiips ihrotigb v^'itb the M-DT passes dicnld 
make sure their township sapereiisws, imm' alKwrt fte trpil md i r a t i k d w r o i o a tew»^&%s We B e « l to I H S « asff la i tes frtan 
each of the townships that t ie teai goes fciMi^ Ifce 20i5 M-OTS staes renewaJ tmm wM M I : PA tesisfcato t« iwJmir: S i c n a n i e o f 
their township. 

Negotiating Agreemeais: im I t o ^ w rejMwted Aat fcta is offiaiag to « a a «wfcAop <m han' to ^^a^^ a ^ s a n e M s . 
ie negotiating agreements with hnAiwners for right o f ^ y fir a trail across Ask property. Mm toW Jotm M-DIIS was mt»esterf. 
Ron Gray moved, seconded by Tim Schmidt; M-DTS to get invdval in a workshop re ni^t*iating agrixinents. Carried 

Pennsylvania Hiking Week: Tim Sdnnidt waits to lead a hfte w the M-DT i w B ^ Peas^ivwiK Hiking Wesi, p ^ W y on tlie 
new Apollo Park to Cuffs Ran retocaim i f is cMpfctel t^lhea. 

M-DTS Archivist: I uraer was awKHBted m M-DTS wchiwto. 
Next Work Party & M e e t i ^ March 13, Smday. Wmk |arty to mcrt at .ApiS©. Pa»t M 9M w . I k e M-DTS IfetJo®. wi l l he 

at the Hooper residence at 2 JO p n . Tie i i t o w m g wmk fatty & mme6^ fa p taae i fcr a ^ t o n h y , Mmy 7 paasiMy- tm t i e east sidte 
of the Susquehanna. 

In Memoriam, John Wristen (1925 -2004) 
John Wristen, who was one of the ewliest active workars « i the Mason-Dixon TraiL died in Newark, Delaware « i November 

6, 2004. In the mid-nineteen seventies John helped chart the location through the greater Newark area of the M-DT. Robert 
Bennett was recruited by John to help in this project which began a long partner.ship in this endeavor. Bob recalls that John 
especially loved his part in the establishment of the M-DT thrwigh tlie city of Newark, and diey iMrt in some good w « k to get the 
trail oiT of the rail tracks betweoi Cashio Mi l l and the Deer Park (its original and hardly l e ^ l tempcwary routing), and rooting it 
instead along the Christina Creek to Churdi Road. They also continued construction along the Christina through what is now the 
area of Christianstead and West Branch but local residents ignored deed restrictions which mandated a public access trail alcmg 
the creek and that section of the M-DT was eventually relocated onto Creek Road on the White Clay. 

Bob hopes that a plaque m i ^ t be placed in John's honor at the foot bridge tfiat crossra the Cluistina at Downes School tiiat 
gives students and residents of nearby communities convenient access to the trail. 

; ,. S c o u t s C o m b i n e B a c k P a c k i n g a n d K a y a k i n g for M v e n U i r e T r i p 
S^en boy scouts form Troop 380 of Nevrtown, PA spent five nights and 6 days on die Mason-Dixon Trail and its environs last 

July. They backpacked along the M-DT fi-om Broad Creek Scout Res»vation to Otter Creek. Then they kayaked on the Susquehanna 
Riva- crossing to die Lancaster County side and heading downstream to Susqudiannwik State Park From Susquehannock they 
retwned to the Ywk C«wnty side at Coyne Lock and made their way back to Broad Creek. 
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2 0 0 4 F I N A N C I A L P ICTURE O F M-DTS ACTIV ITY 1 

O P a i I N G BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 1/1/04 i $ 4 2 3 5 . 9 3 

NCUME 
4— - f -l-

i t k i e s / D o n a t i o n s (104 "oW"; 15 "new") ; $ 1 7 1 3 . 5 0 ; 

L •Maps /Gu ides ( - 5 9 sold) $ 9 7 2 . 0 0 ! 

:Pa tehes i $ 1 4 , 0 0 1 

i i i r te i rest 
: Cashed in &-mo. CO to pay for new guides & maps 

$ 5 , 2 8 1 
$ 3 3 7 0 , 6 7 ; 

i 1 — 

i $ 6 0 7 5 . 4 5 ! 

j Admin is t ra i i iKm 
i - \- —-

13/1 /04 (febmsKf nrnKdeOisr a n d mi«^icpes| 
13 /27 /04 p v o ma^ om a > s > s ^ . ^ L 
= 4 / 3 0 / 0 4 I J i r B ^ u f w — s a m j ^ , p t e n s , maitsc fcsir i I 1 
14 /28 /04 p i a y mm^mr ami pasEacjel $2S7..e4;-
17 /31 /04 (Jully BWKstelller. m a d l n ^ f!Kss«age|} $S2..23^ 
i 8 /19 /04 fucEC o f Y < r t M n i g C&ib cab in timce) 

i 9 / 2 7 / 0 4 (sh îpifig d » i ^ s for m a p s to pr inter ) 1 ^ - 2 6 ; . . 
! 10 /24/O4 (boxes far m a p s and JKJS^S^} ; $ 2 5 . 2 5 ^ 
: 1 0 / 2 7 / 0 4 fOctotoBT a n d j K s ^ ^ e i > 
i 1 1 / 2 2 / 0 4 IfjSm mSTS b«K#»u»esi 
i 1 1 / 2 9 / 0 4 (^a^:^ tar 32? p i d s s PATC^ $1®.31;i : 

112 /13 /04 pnaiKaurM—iSte«!iiips, ptesiwe,, w f e c t a r ^00^; 
i 12 /13 /04 {pubi isNng expenses for maps a n d guides^ $ 9 4 . 0 0 : ^ 1 

Sub -Tota l^ $ 9 3 7 . 8 3 I 1 
Trai l Makfteaamie • : ! 
3/27/04. p ^ i k e s tar |»ilm. b rashes , 
3 / 2 7 / 0 4 (b r idge mate r ia l s ) $ 1 8 . 8 9 ^ 
7 /24 /04 (chainsaw sharpening, new cha in , wedges ) $56 ,771 
8 / 1 9 / 0 4 {oi l t o nax wi th gas for cr f iaosaw) $ 5 . 8 6 

, 1 2 / 2 1 / 0 4 (cha insaw sharpen ing ) $16 , 9 6 L 
S u b - T o t a l $ 1 8 6 ^ 1 0 L _ 

: Guides & Maps 

L i i / 1 9 / 0 4 _ . { f o r ~^oo « ^ _ _ 
S u b : T o t a l $ 6 2 1 5 . 8 8 i 

uonai ions / L *ues 
: Lower Susquehanna Heritage G r e a t w a y ^ $ 2 5 . o o ; 

Central PA Conservancy $ 5 0 . 0 0 : 
: K T A i $ 3 0 j p 0 | 

S u b - T o t a l | $ 1 0 5 , 0 0 1 

T O T A L E X P E N S E S $ 7 4 4 4 . 8 1 1 

ENDING BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/04 = $ 2 8 8 6 . 5 7 

CD — 30-month i $ 3 1 2 2 . 1 2 ; 

CD — 24-month ; $ 4 5 2 9 . 3 3 ; 

i T O T A L A S S E T S O F M-DTS , INC . A S O F 1 2 / 3 1 / 0 4 1 $ 1 0 5 1 8 . 0 2 


