
MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM, Inc. 

MARCH 3, 1991 MEMBER'S JffiETING 
and 

NEWS JIOTES 

JUHE 2, I 9 9 I a t 9:30 A.M. 

WQEK HIKE Am PUB MEXT ME^UIC 

A b e a u t i f u l r e l o c a t i o n o f a secticsQ o f Jfeson-Dixon T r a i l isas been aade possible 
by landowner Mr. a a s k e l l f o r our use {exfx-pt daring deer hunting s< ^ 8 o n ) . Tliat 
p o r t i o n of our T r a i l t h a t i s Just South o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f the Brandywii» 
and Mason-Dixon T r a i l would be oioved t o the r i d ^ s above t t e Braadywine River 
and o f f the road. The suggested i-elocation i s r e a l l y d e l i ^ t f u l . ' 

Meet a t 9:30 A.M. a t the V i l l a ^ Shops o f Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania on Sunday, 
June 2, 1991 (see map above). Note: the V i l l a g e Shops are on the South Vest 
side of the Brandywine River; the Brandywine River Museum i s on the southeast. 

' -.Bring c l i p p e r s , loppers, bow saws, t r a i l blaze p a i n t p a i n t and equipfflent. 
Dont for g e t T r a i l lunch and water. !I5iere w i l l be a Ifeson-Dixon T r a i l Systea 
Member's Meeting a t lunch time on the T r a i l . A f t e r our work i s f i n i s h e d , Kay 
Way has i n v i t e d the group f o r a swim a t her home ( ^ i c h i s about f i v e miles 
away i n Kennett Square). 
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MASOH DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM Ifember's Meeting aad Mevs 7!otes 

ADDmOML WQgK HIKES 

msON-DIXON & g l e Sccut Jotm A. ifeGreeiry, I I I a a i htm crew w i l l be ' 
TRAIL SYSTEM working on the ^son-Dixon T r a i l south from the Gagelag 

St a t i o n on i ^ r c h 23, A p r i l 13, ^, and June 1 (each date 
has a scheduled r a i n date one week l a t e r ) . Lunch w i l l be 
provided f o r t h i s crew. 

Meeting tiioe i s 8:00 A. .H. a t the Gageing S t a t i o n on P^per 
M i l l Road on the Susquehanna. The Scouts w i l l be r e l o c a t i n g 
a p o r t i o n of the T r a i l , d igging steps, m k i n g l o g c r i b s and 
b u i l d i n g a l o g bridge. T m i l coordinator Richard Tobias i s 
Jfason-Bijosn contact. 

-A-pril 21. 19Q1 The hTC ims scheduled a Su^ueMnna Wild-
flower Hike plus L i t t e r Clean -Up on t w ^ a O g ^ o f the ifeson-
DlxBR T m i l . Leader i s Jvoime Bl&Ms^Kl/flff/SjSI^. t^C 
Jfeiabers aseet a t Dela«^re Trust i n Hockessin a t l0;50 A.M. 
Contact Yvonne f o r f u r t h e r Information. 

i%ed Clay V a l l e y A p r i l 20, 1991 . Meet a t 8:00 A.M. a t one of the f o l l o w i n g 
Clean Up places: Ashlaad fctttie Cfesber, M i l M s g b s i amd. Ifesters 

R a i l n m d , Greeifiack. Stati«i, o r I f F , K e n ^ t t ^ m r g , Jfaiberiy 
S t r e e t . C a l l Delaware Batgre Society ̂ • m j ^ B H U ^ r Be^ 
Clay V a l l e y Association t m | ^ H B | 0 | | l F f u r t h e r i n f o r t m t i o n . 

. NQTF.m»')n«i»m«i*ii«« Published work dates J u l y 7 a i ^ Aujjust h 1991 l»ve had t o be 
c^nr^ll,*ii. PLEASE SmmE FRCM YOOR -CftLSiaeB. 

MABCH 3, 1991 lEIfflER's t g E T i m MIMBSS 

Kay Way, President, stai-ted our aKettng a t 2:00 P.M. a t Jfe^y am Recreation 
Center, Maddj Baa i ^ r k , Bsnasylvania. Present were: Lcwise S i s , Bick liserlser, 
i f e r l o n and Jack Schultz, Dick Tobias, C l a i r P i e r s o l , Jane Rmk, Turner Iferden, 
Jim Hooper, Ron Gray, Itennis Schmuck,lhjane Hyson, John McGreevy, Je n n i f e r 
Carranza, V i v i a n and Warren Davies, Yvonne Blades, Diane SuBSBerhlll, ̂ t 
Mstallo a^d f r i e n d , Eileen Robinson, fey toy and Marie & John P i t t e n g s r . 

.Ralls & T r a i l s Kay fey noted the Matioaal Conference cm R a i l s t o T r a i l s lay 
6/19 to22would be a t H u n t s v i l l e I n n , ^ I t i a o r e Maryland. 
Seveml M.D.T.S. members i n d i c a t e d they m i ^ t attend t h i s 
i K e t l n g . A Inquest was mde by M.D.T.S. aeaibers, t h a t I t 
these members d i d a t t e M t h i s conference, a repo r t be given 
t o M.D.T.S.J i t would oe appreciated. 

Rational T r a i l 
System; T r a i l 
P r o t e c t i o n 

Bequest made t o contact aember Bob Bennett as t o vbaX inToriaation 
and assistance he ccmld give t o the groap t b a t would be 
h e l p f u l i n e x p l o r i n g the subject of T m i l Pro t e c t i o n , ( l e t t e r 
sent 3/23/91 w i t h the above requestJ. 
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MASQN-DIXOM T M I L SYSEEM Meaoer's Meetlag aad Bevs Motes 3/3/9I 

Treasurer's John shared correspondence d i r e c t e d t o us as a r e s u l t o f h i s 
Report: aKobers canvas- The correspondence covered aiany aspects of 
John Pittenger T r a i l improvements, members assignments i n Desert Storm, he a l t h 

of members, new addit i o n s t o our r o l l s o f l i r e members, o f f e r s 
t o maintain sections of the T r a i l , e t c . . • 

Appreciation was expressed smd minuted f o r the increased 
c o n t r i b u t i o n of Pennsylvania Power and L i g h t CooBpany (they 
have also made a v a i l a b l e a brochure "The Mason-Dixon T r a i l a t 
the Holtwood Project") 

W i t h i n the past year. Safe Harbor Water Paver Corporation made 
a generous donation t o M.D.T.S. f o r maintenance of our t r a i l . 

P a t r i c i a aad Robert M e r r i l l o f Saiado, ̂ exae mde a generous g i f t 
t o K.D-T.S. - Their aeeoapRaing l e t t e r aade several h e l p f u l 
suggestions towards a goal o f T r a i l P r t j t e c t i i H i . 

^ m e r D&rden has been added t o our r o l l s as a l i f e aeouber. 

Long time member Wilaa F l a i g i s very i l l ^ ^ J B i D ^ ^ o f you ^ o 
JgjQW Wjlaia may wish t o contact her a t : ^ 0 i | ^ B H M B M H i i E i 

noted i n h i s report t h a t : 

a. Average aember^ip s u ] ^ r t wis f i 3 - i n 1991 

e. Two io-rge imxcmsss were aade by i n recent years 
1990 -fetches |333 
19(^ Mower seeded f o r p a r t s o f the T r a i l 

c. Cash on hand 1^1 $8,375-
C.D.e (approximately) 1,^X>-

2/2Q/91 Funds Balance l 3 5 7 5 ~ 
2/2B/90 " " 1 ^ -
^ 2 8 / 8 9 " " 215T-

ComnentB made 
about report ̂  Moted by M.D.T.S- Meaibers t h a t : 

a. We had only about 100 T r a i l Guide Books and Mai^ l e f t . 

b. S i g n i f i c a n t changes i n the T r a i l are being made t h i s 
year. 

c. We need t o have a reserve of ̂ 000 minimum f o r the 
.publication of new Guide Books and Maps; i t was 
su g ^ s t e d t h a t our Treasurer Invest f u r t h e r funds I n 

•'» X shortterm C.D.s so t h a t a t l e a 8 t | 2 0 0 0 be i n reserve, 
but a v a i l a b l e oa a reasonable s w i f t sc^iedule. 
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mmS-BIXOn TRAIL SYSTEM ^aiber's MeetlBg & geveHotes 3/3/'91 

m - I L GUIDE MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEM members appointed a committee t o 
and begin work on the new Guide Book and Maps: Dick Tobias, 

MAPS Ron Gray and Rick Maerker- This coiamittee held t h e i r f i r s t ; 
COMITTFE aeeting before we l e f t the b u i l d i n g . 

IHirther Soted by members t h a t funds above the reserve needed f o r 
Comiaentt: hews notes, equipnent, t r a i l signs, bridges over streams, 

and a t l e a s t token donations t o Conservation groups adjacent 
t o our t r a i l whose a c t i v i t i e s tend t o p r o t e c t open space suid 
our t r a i l s , i e : C o a l i t i o n f o r Natural Stream Valleys, Eted Clay 
Conference, etc.. 

SIGHS Jack Schultz agreed t o be sign chairman, and t o receive, 
coBBoile, and o r ^ n i z e : 

a. Requests f o r s i ^ i l o c a t i o n 
b. Suggestions f o r type 
c. and suggestions f o r i n f o r s B t i o n t o be placed on signs-

Rick Maerker reported t£st P-E. aad put a s i f f i a t Lock 12, 
n o t i n g M.D.T.S. (erected a t ThanksglTing}, and t h i s s i g n 
was q u i t e a t t r a c t i v e . 

Louise Sis suggested a d d i t i o n a l t r a i l signs of sheet metal or 
plywood as the cost per sign would be less than s o l i d wood. 
(Estimated cost of s o l i d wood signs was |250 t o 500-) 

TRAIL REPORTS T r a i l Coordinator Turner Darden reported festexn Section i s 
Discussion a l l "walkable". Grays H i l l consumed by a housing developf^nt, 

and but can get through by f o l l o w i n g blazes. 
Ma.lor decisions 

Newark: Chestnut H i l l and Welch Tract recently sold and 
being developed. There w i l l be a T r a i l Problem there. 

Discussion: Status of p r i v a t e l y owned land west of 896 
proposed by Bob Bennett f o r a posible t r a i l . Rick Maerker 
reported t h i s would take M.D.T- west i n t o B a i r h i l l , Maryland, 
but should be considered f o r a side loop f o r " r e c r e a t i o n a l 
purposes". Future i n v e s t i g a t i o n ? 

Dick Tobias reported t h a t a t one time i n years past there 
had been pre l i m i n a r y i n v e s t i g a t i o n by M.D.T.S. o f "taking over" 

^ Conestogo T r a i l arai a number o f t r a i l s had been envisioned. 
This i s the reasoQ M.D.T. SYSTEM instead o f Mason-Dixon T r a i l . 

Bavre de Grace and up the r i v e r — t r a i l has been moved and goes 
down rocks. Blazes are needed (since our iferch 3 meeting 
Turner Darden and Yvonne Blades have worted on t h i s section. 
They report work f i n i s h e d ) . 

On the East side o f the Susquehanna, we need t o look a t the 
Susquehanna--Lopsidua t o I--95 cross. 
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MASON-DIXON TRAIL SYSTEH Member's Meeting and News Notes 3/3/91 

^MAmiVJMM. TRAIL 
and 

M^SON-DIXON TRAIL 
overlap 

Relocation a t 
QjaaOg Ford: 

White Clay 
Creek l ^ s e r v e 
Warren Davies 

Question r a i s e d : Why d i d we " s t a r t our t x a U a t Ludwig's 
Comer and continue south on the Brandywine T r a i l " u n t i l 
Chadds Ford, where our ^son-Dixon T r a i l a c t u a l l y d i d diverge? 

Chester County T r a i l Club ( C l a i r P i e r s o l and a s s i s t a n t s ) d i d 
a magnificant Job of maintaining the Brandywine T r a i l . Current 
claim and use of the Brandywine T r a i l as a p a r t of the 
Ifeson-Dixon T r a i l confusing and unnecessary. 

Decision: 
i t S t a r t the Mason Dixon T r a i l a t Crmdds Ford where 

now diverged from zhe iaranaywine T r a l T I 

Bick -Maerker reported f b r n e r tfiladjsgtasi Sfeyor Haskell 
was i n t e r e s t e d i n iaaviog Masoa-Mxim relocated t h r o a ^ 
h i s laadCexcept d u r i n g dteer huntlr^ seasos). A votk Mke 
would oe needed t o c l e a r b r i e r s and vines as well as blaze. 
We need t o keep our current road t r a i l open f o r Dec. and Jan.. 
(a number o f M.D.T.S. aei^jers-Mary Sleeeker,, Y. Blades, T-Dsurden 
John and Mane Pi t t e n g e r , hiked the proposed r e l o c a t i o n w i t h 
Rick ifaerker on A p r i l l ) . I t ' s beautiful." Result i s the 
scheduled work hike on June 2 (see f r o n t page). 

The M.D.T. r e l o c a t i o n " o f f P e l t i e r Road idiere i t crosses 
Chambers Rock Road" can be p r e t t y wet- Bie o l d t m i l , 
(now a side t r a i l ) i s a d i r e c t w i y t o gjet t o the Presei-ve 
aeadquarteio. Dick tfobias j d i l l o s o i c a l l y coffloented "no t r a i l 
i s del^riEined by a s t i a i g h t l i n e . Blue blazes on r e l o c a t i o n , 
side t r a i l s (the o l d section) ^ i t e . We mark ami maintain 
both. 

Southwest T r a i l 
Dick Tobias 

Warren reports BiState Council i s working on a T r a i l Bike 
p o l i c y . Warren has some concern about use of T r a i l s i n 
the White Clay Creek Preserve by T r a i l Bikers as they can 
and do cause damage t o s e n s i t i v e areas such as slopes and 
wet areas. Ted Sajsterscm (aeober) has reported T r a i l Bikes 
along Muddy Creek south o f the Gagieing S t a t i o n . 

m WE HEED TO ACT OM IStAIL BIKE PROBLEM --bikes i n iaappropiate 
places???? 

Scout John McGreevy and a group o f Boy Scouts w i l l be 
working under Dick's supervisicMi on a t r a i l r e l o c a t i o n 
f r o o Gageing S t a t i o n south, (see work hikes) 

We are now using back reads f o r our t r a i l n o rth of Muddy 
Creek. A possible r e l o c a t i o n i s under discussion w i t h 
P.E. (they are i n i t t l n g a park on t h e i r property--we have been 
i n v i t e d t o look) and landowner Mr. Wiley. 
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MASOa-DIXQN TFAIL SYSTEM Meabers Meeting and New Motes 3/3/91 

T r a i l s : 
Northvest 
Section 

Ron Gray 

OTHER CONCERNS 

Foot Bridge 
across the 
White Clay 

Evaluation o f 
sponsored hike 
(M.D.T.S. v i t h 
Chester County 
T r a i l Glubl 

Pennsylvania 
landowners B i l l 

Chain saw needed f o r clean up a t Cuffs Bun 

New Bridge a t Otter Creek 

Dick Tobias asked "what d i d the by-laws mndate f o r the 
e l e c t i o n o f o f f i c e r s . " Kay Way responded t h a t John Pitte n g e r 
had j u s t taken over as Treasurer as Pat Boyle resigned j u s t 
p r i o r t o h i s death; while we didn ' t have a copy o f the by­
laws w i t h us, she had been unable t o get a nominating 
committee together r e c e n t l y as our working group was spread 
out from Wilmington, Delaware t o Whiskey Springs, Penna. 

Dick Tobias auad Jiaa Hooper volunteered to i<K>k up e l e c t i o n 
requirements, and serve as a a<xii3atlEg coBadttee. 

Desert Storai— Dick, fcbias sent 100- copies o f t t e A|^iachia..i 
T r a i l Guitite t o Troops overseas a t M s e j ^ e n ^ i n e a r l y 
January. He asked f o r , and received, s u { ^ r t f o r sending, 
a t h i s d i s c r e t i o n , a n o t h e r shipaent I n A p r i l . 

fianren and V i v i a n Davies requested t b a t M.D.T.S. j o i n 
w i t h other i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s (H-T-C. , l ^ i t e Clay Creek 
V^tershed Associaticai) i n proposixag t o t t e i^nnsylvania 
Bureau o f Pfeirks t h a t a f o o t bridgge be b u i l t across the White 
Caay a t Yeatman S t a t i o n ( s i t e o f the o l d covered b r i d g e ) . 
H i c bridge afaductatent i s ovtj/t^ by L o i ^ n - B r i t i a n Township. 

M.D.T.S. support granted. The Davies w i l l "get back t o us" 
i f the Bureau o f Parks i s i n t e r e s t e d and i f M.D.T.S. can be 
o f f u r t h e r help aiid assistance. 

Mason-Dixon T r a i l System 's j o i n t hike w i t h Chester 
County T r a i l Club became a sucessful Chester Couirty hike. 
Rick Maerker concludes t h a t t h i s hike r e i n f o r c e d our 
r o l e as t r a i l developers and maintainers; we are not a 
h i k i n g club. 

Pick d i d "run i n t o " M.D.T.S. Pioneer Bob Yost. Bob's 
h e a l t h i s i i ^ r o v i n g , aad we look forward t o the "near 
f u t u r e " when he can becssiee a c t i v e l y involved w i t h M.D.T-S. 
again. Bob supplied Rick w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
proposed Brandywine--Susquehanna T r a i l . 

Marion Schultz reported t o M.D-T.S members about Penna. 
House B i l l #̂ +53 "an act encouraging landowners t o make 
land and water areas a v a i l a b l e t o the p u b l i c f o r recreational 
purposes by l i m i t i n g l i a b i l i t y i n connection t h e r e i n " - -
which i s t o reenact and suoend the a c t o f February 2, 19fob. 
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Pennsylvania Marion Schultz urged Pennsylvania M.D.T.S. membeTS t o 
Ia.ndovners B i l l w r i t e t h e i r represenatives i n support of House B i l l #^53-
continued 

Mason Dixon 
T r a i l System 
entends 
con^rarulations 

Congratulations from the members o f the ffeson-Dixon T r a i l 
System to Penns?/lvania Power and L i g j i t Company f o r t h e i r 
F i r s t Place award i n the I99O "Take Pride i n Pennsylvania" 
program. "Take pride a-»ra.rds are made t o o r ^ n i z a t i o n s comalted 
t o ensuring wise use and p r o t e c t i o n o f the commonwealth's 
n a t u r a l , c u l t u r a l , h i s t o r i c a l and r e c r e a t i o n a l resources." 

Greenway Flan 
Delaware 

Itelawai-e's Greenway Plan deserves support; i t i s a prograa 
t h a t w i l l attempt t o l i n k the "wooded strea^i v a l l e y s o f 
northern Delaware w i t i i the southern ccas t a i beaches, a* jag 
a ribbon o f green land t o connect iaal,Mre, h i s t o i y , r e c r e a t i o n 
and scenery. " C a l l f H ^ I ^ H M ^ K f o r iMsr^- inroriBatioB. 

Kay Way adjourned t o M.D.T.S. meeting about H:1Q F. M. As we f i n i s h e d 
our day w i t h a f&.bulous covered dish supper t h a t knew it&s a w a i t i n g us, 
i t i s easy t o see -i^mt an involved, decision makiog imeetlag we bad.' 

1 
SPECIAL THANKS t o Jenn i f e r Carranza, Pennsylvania Power and Light's Holt-

wood Land Management N a t u r a l i s t , who opened up the 
Recreational B u i l d i n g F a c i l i t i e s f o r our u f " of a 
Sunday afternoon. 

Red Clay / 
Conference IV TSas Del^tetre Nature Society has l i s t e d -tfhe .^son-Dixon 

T j i ^ i l S^tem as a co-sponsor of the Red Clay Conference IV 
IT™ which w i l l be held May 1, 1991 from 8:30 A.M. t o 3^30 P.M. 

a t the Ashland Nature Center, Hockessin, Delaware. 
For f u r t h e r information c a l l 
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